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PREFACE. 

ni^RE following letters contain remarks made 
during a tour performed in company with the 
eldest son of Sir John Maxwell^ Bart. The 
period they embrace is from July 1813 to 
September 1815, When the reader considers 
the immense extent of the ronte, and the 
importance of many of the places visited, he 
will not expect that an equally minute des* 
cription of all should be given* 

The journey through Sweden was perform* 
ed with so much celerity, that I should have 
omitted the mention of it altogether^ had I 
not considered it as forming a necessary link 
to the descriptions of more remote countriei^ 
and as in some measure likely to prove a 
guide to others taking the same route. 

Itineraries composed merely as specula- 
tions, at a distance, being generally incor- 
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VI PREFACE. 

rect, and rather apt to mislead than to assist 
the traveller, I have been the more minute 
in describing the posts and accommodations 
to be met with on the road. 

In the account of Berlin, my native city, 
it might naturally have been expected that 
I should have entered more largely into 
the state of its society, manners, &c« but 
tlte situation of the Continent,, harassed 
Hy contending armies, and un^certain of the 
events which a day might produce, prevented 
me from mixing in its domestic circles. . At 
the moment of my arrival, Berlin was. mena«* 
ced by the French, and its inhabitants were in 
the utmost confusion, so that little opportunity 
was afibriled for investigation or curiosity, 
and to have described it, as it was when I for- 
merly resided there, would have excited little 
or no interest. At Vienna, I was enabled to 
carry my observations : further, and have 
therefore described it more minutely. But 
in no part of my work have I drawn upon 
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the fertility of invention to make up for the bar- 
renness of facts. The reader is therefore so- 
licited to excuse occasional deficiencies^ with 
the reflection that wherever his curiosity may 
be awakenedi it is excited and gratified by 
truth alone. I am not without hope that this 
may be the case in my account both of the 
Hungarian peasants and of the Mainotte pi- 
rates/a race but little known to travellers^ and 
whose ferocity keeps at a distance those who 
are anxious to inquire into their habits and 
manner of life. 

In my account of Athens I am particularly 
indebted to the kindness of our learned Cice- 
rone Signior Lusieri, whose refined taste/ 
added to a long residence there, enabled me^ 
in his company, to view and describe those 
treasures of antiquity which it presents; 

' In my. accounts of Greece, Syria, Palestine! 
and the Holy Land, it cannot be expected that} 
after the ^ indefatigable researches of Spon,; 
Wheeler, and otheris of ancient, and^Chateau^ 
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briandy Clarke, &c. of modern times, that any 
extensive discoveries should be made. But the 
spirit of enteq)rise in man, added to the increa* 
sing facilities afforded for its gratification, have 
put forth new objects of iiiquirjr, which have 
enabled me to speak with certainty upon mat« 
ters on which they only hazarded conjectures. 
I therefore feel confident that even in this 
oflen-explored region, the reader will find 
some curious and useful information to repay 
his labour. 

It may not be improper here to remark, once 
for all, that although I have been compelled 
occasionally to differ from former travellers 
who have visited the same places and described 
the same objects, I have not been actuated by 
any motives of hostility, but by a love of truth. 

As I have occasionally animadverted with 
some degree of severity upon certain recent 
traits in theFrench character, it maybe permit- 
ted me to state thatin doing thislhave not been 
influenced by any want of respect towards that 
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nation generally, but that my sole design has 
beexl to place in a prominent point of view 
those calamities which most European na- 
tions have sustained duting the late war, and 
to depict the evils which an implicit obedience 
to the dictates of lawless ambition have ^ pro* 
duced in civilized society. 

1 cannot close these prefatory observations 
without requesting indulgence for the many 
errors of style that I am conscious are to be 
met with in the ensuing pages : and, as an 
apology, I would beg leave to remind the 
reader that the composition was undertaken 
in a language not my own, but ivbich is al* 
most equally dear to me, as being that of a 
country whose character I venerate, and in 
which I have received kindnesses, the remem* 
brance of which no vicissitudes I may here* 
after be subject to, can ever effiu:e from my 
mind. 

I trust that the public will pardon me for 

yielding in this place to the feelings of gra- 
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titude which are peculiarly excited by recol-: 
lections of the past, and that those friends 
whose names occur in my narrative will ac- 
cept the assurance that their services and their 
own estimable qualities will never cease to 
preserve a place in my memory. Above all, 
to my much respected friends. Sir John and 
Lady Maxwell, to whose kindness 1 owe the 
gratification of accomplishing the tour I have 
here described, and to their amiable son, in 
whose societv it became a source of addi- 
tional pleasure and instruction, I beg leave 
to offer my warmest acknowledgments, for all 
the obligations they have laid me under by 
their kind and hospitable intentions, both in 
this and every other instance, since I first had 
the honour of their acquaintance* 
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VOL I. 

A i>— 8, /or when an officer, read when a noncommiuioned officer. 
It ^-^ 19, •- we fHsit up, read we alighted, 

— four noble ttatuet, read fire noble statues. 

— or Ziethen, read of ZieUien and Keith. 

— rirer Hanacki read Hauna, 
>— Hanakers, read Hauoackers. 
now French ambassador ought to he in a note. 
the anecdote of the Prince of Parma iAo»ld 6e is a noil', 

1, Jbr in coi\) unction, read at tlie head* 

£5, — obtained at Leipsig, riMd at Bar-sur-Aube. 

i^, •— — 8, — not much, read scarcely. 

1 19k — — ' 901 *- i^Afe OMdcK, read Ikro Qnaden. 

194> — 9, — against the Mohabit Arabs, read WahaUte Arabs. 

Ml, — ^ tt, ~ which leads to Alexandria, rtad which leads to Roeettsr. 

9fli^ -*^ 15, >- the bed on the hill, read the bed on the Nile. 

9S6, —r— 18, — strawlierries, read a kind of berries. 

tM, — — SI, — stood the identical, read stands the identical tree. 

f7l» — — ft, — Kedion, read Kedron. 

VOL. II. 

78^ .... 8, ^ Hidias, read Phidias. 
S74, — — 10, -' Count de Donau, read Ddhna. 
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LETTER I. 

Departure for Gothekburg. — Description of 
the Town.-^Necessary Precautions Jbr Tra^ 
vellers in SwEz^BN.-^^Mon^ qf the Country. 
— Want qf Specie. — Departure for Tbol-^ 

HCETTA. 

Gothenburg, Augutt 181S. 

Yo u R riepeated solieitaticms drew from me a 
promise to give 3^u an exact and unvarnished 
account of my tour to the Continent. I have 
not forgotten that promise ; and to prove how 
faitfaftiHy I am disposed to keep it, I write 
to you from the very first town we touch at 
on our landing. A voyage of eight days has 
brought ins from the port of Leith to that of 
Gothenbuig, or Gotheburg. Our passage was 
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2 HARBOUR AKD TOWN 

fair, but afforded no adventures Worthy of 
notice. The entrance of the harbour is 
rough, and requires some attention in the 
mariner to clear it without danger ; the port 
itself is very spacious, and well secured by a 
strong fort. 

We had scarcely dropped anchor, when an 
officer came on board to demand the names 
of the captain and passengers, and to exa- 
mine our passports. His dress was not the 
most remarkable for cleanliness -y and had he 
seen the same long service as his uniform, we 
should have had no difficulty in pronouncing 
him a veteran. His behaviour, however, was 
polite, and instead of making an exorbitant 
demand upon our purses, he very modestly 
contented himself with requesting a little to- 
bacco for his pipe : this moderate demand was 
granfted, and he left us perfectly contented. 
The captain went on shore to obtain permis- 
sion for us to land, but we were detained full 
five hours on board before the order came. 
We then procured a boat, and after an hour's 
rowing reached the Canal, which passes 
through the town, and which has a very gay 
and pleasant appearance, being bordered by 
a row of trees on each side. We took up 
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our quarters at Blomm^Sj one of the best inns 
in the place. Gothenburg is a fine large 
town, the second in yank in the . kingdom, 
situated at the mouth of the Gotha, on the 
Categat. The main street, which runs from 
east to west, and nearly divides the town into 
two equal portions, is remarkable for its re- 
gular and well-built houses ; but. the other 
streets consist chiefly of low wooden build- 
ings, and are besides narrow, and badly paved. 
The frequency of fires, and particularly that 
which happened in 1803, which reduced the 
greater part of the town to ashes, had, we 
understood, induced the Government to issue 
an order, that no wooden houses should for 
the future be built . within the walls : this 
is a laudable regulation, and well worthy 
the imitation of other continental towns. 
Several canals pass through the place, and 
tend greatly to pronitote the objects of com- 
merce* The Cufltom-House. stands fronting 
the town, and does not exercise any very se- 
vere scrutiny upon the traveller j for the con- 
sideration of a few shillings, his trunks, bag* 
gage, &c. are allowed to pass without exa- 
mination. 

The objects most worthy of the visitant*? 
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noticei are the Swedish and German churche!^^ 
the college^ the town-house, the East-India 
housis, and the hospital ; most of these build-^ 
ings, however, are of inferior architecture. 
Besides the inn: above-mentioned, there is^ 
another good inn, ke^t hy Segeline j- the ac- 
commodations at both are tolerably good, bat 
not very remarkable for cleanliness. The 
population is estimated at about 18,000. X 
considerable trade is carried on with England^ 
and the East and West Indies. The climate 
is considered as healthy, but the winters are 
-very severe. 

As I know it is your intention to visit 
Sweden, permit me. Sir, as one who has 
gained some knowledge by experience, ta 
give you the following advice. It is^ abso 
lutely necessary foi? you to have a servant who 
speaks the language of the country, otherwise 
you will experience the greatest difficulties^ 
and be liable to much ithposition.^ Should 
you engage a servant in Sweden, you must be 
careful to get one from the ccMintry, as those 
from the capital are by no means the most 
desirable. My friend Mr. Maxwell, and my- 
self; have to acknowledge our obligations to 
Messrs* Kenedy and Aberg, the heads of an 
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eminent commercial house in Gothenburg, 
for their kindness in endeavouring to obtain 
a servant for us, and we have only to regret, 
that the individual, whose name is Nostram, 
rendered himself, by his inattention and abuse 
of confidence, unworthy of their kind re- 
commendation, of which we have already 
reason to complain. We are told the inns of 
the smaller towns in Sweden are generally 
bad, and the accommodations miserable} it 
will, therefore, be necessary to furnish your- 
self with your own linen. I would also re- 
commend you to lay in a store of bread at the 
larger towns for your use on the road; as, we 
are assured, that in the village is black and bad : 
imitate Horace in his journey to Brundusium : 



• » 



uira, 



'' CaUidus ui toleai humerii pariart vkUar.* 

I also advise the traveller to take his own 
harness, as the horses are generally very iH 

accoutred. These animals are here very 

• 

small, and the peasants who drivfe them al- 
most as stupid as their beasts. It requires very 
resolute efforts to induce the drivers to get on } 
but should they prove insolent or untractable^ 
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there is a book kept at every poafc-hou8e> in 
which travellers may enter th^ir names, for 
the purpose of having them brought before 
the proper magistrates to answer for their 
conduct* If the journey requires eixpeditioiiy 
it is necessary to send an express to order the 
horsest as otherwise they will keep the traveUer 
waiting for many hours at every posrt It i» 
usual to pay eight skillings (Swedish money) 
per mile to the express, the present — trinkgeld 
-—included. 

It may be useful to give you the following 
estimate of the Swedish money ; 

Silver.-— 12 runstycks are equal to 1 skil« 
ling J 48 skillings, 1 silver dollar or banco 
dollar ; I silver dollar is worth at par 5 shil- 
lings English. 

Paper. The notes of Government are in 
plotes, ricksgalds, and banco dollars } a plote 
is equal to 10 skillings, or 1^. Sd. English ; a 
ricksgald dollar bears a discount of 50 per 
cent., so that our silver dollar is equal to one 
and a half of a ricksgald dollar j a banco dol- 
lar is worth the same as the silver dollar. 

The post in Sweden is paid at the rate of 
eight skillings per mile for each horse y not less 
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than sixteen in Stockholm^ and at some towns 
twelve. The fee to the podtilions is quite 
optional, and not required by law $ two skil- 
lings at every relay will satisfy them. A 
great convenience to travellers is the printed 
tarif; which is kept at every post-house for 
their information, and which enables them to 
avoid imposition. I must not omit mbntion^ 
ing the necessity of having the passport vxt^ 
mdned at the police office of the first tewii 
travellers reach, as otherwise they are liaU# 
to be. stopped in the journey to the capitals 
There is in Sweden a great deficiency, m 
ratheiT a total want of specie. No coins 6f 
gold and silver^ and but few of copper, are 
seen jn the ordinary transactions of life. The 
paper-money, which properly speaking is the 
only currency of this country, consists of bills 
or notes banco of ten, twelve, fourteen, or 
sixteen skillings : the twelve and sixteen are 
the most in use. However, with a little small 
coin and this paper money travellers may 
make their way through the whole kingdom ; 
but it is necessary to be provided with small 
notes, as the peasants will not change the 
larger ones, and care raust^ be taken not to 
tear these notes, as, unless in a sound state, 

B 4 
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the postmasters refuse to take them without 
considerable reduction* 

But, you will naturally ask me, what are 
the manners and habits of the people ; what 
is the society of Gothenbui^ ? I candidly 
answer, that as I write plain matter of fact, 
and have no views of entertaining or more 
properly speaking, of deluding your judgment 
by exaggerated descriptions and a parade of 
information I never obtained, I cannot reply 
to this question satisfactorily. Our journey 
through Sweden will be too rapid, and our 
stay in her towns too short to form just ideas 
of these particulars. This, however, I can 
with truth say, that so far as my means of 
observing reaches, I have found the Swedes 
civil and attentive to traveQers, and in no 
respect deficient in the duties of hospitality. 
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LETTER II. 

Arrival at TROLHCETTA.^^Descriptton qf the 
Town. — Canal and Sluices. — Town of W^n-^ 
NEnssuBG and Lake qf the same name.-^ 
Cuitivation of the Country. — Stocitbolm.^^ 
Description of tfUs Town. — Miserable State 
of ike Inns. — Environs.— ^Politics. 

StockhdLaa, Aogust 1813. 

The first plf^ce a^ which we stopped^ after 
quitting Gothenburg, was Trolhoetta^ a small 
town miserably built of low wooden houses^ 
and with very irregular streets. It is rooOAnti* 
eally situated on the river Gotha»and siirrowid* 
ed by picture^ue. and diversified seaoieryi 
We found but. one inn in the place^ which 
is remarkable for. notbin|; but its uncleanli« 
ness and the wretchedness of its accommoda^ 
tions : the inmates too were rude and inatten- 
tive. We paid a visit to the caikal, whidi is 
a stupendous piece <^ w(M:kmanship» hoUow« 
ed out thfoi^ ati immiease pile <^ ixK^ one 
huiadxied and fifty feeihigh^ which operation 
was diosdy effected by i;unfK»wder \ alfto^fHilief 
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it presents an object of vast and persevering 
industry. The sluices also merit the atten- 
tion of the traveller. This canal with its 
sluices, forms part of a plan long projected 
by the Swedes, to unite the Baltic and the 
German ocean by means of an inland naviga- 
tion. Had this design been fully carried into 
execution, it would not only have improved 

r 

the interests of their internal trade, but also 
have tended to prevent the interruption of 
their foreign commerce, which is sure to be 
the case when there is a war with Denmark. 
The course of the river Gotha held out the 
hopes of rendering this great national plan 
practicable. It issues from the northern ex- 
tremity of the lake Wenner, and after a varied 
course of nearly seventy miles, falls into the 
sea near Gothenburg. A number of shoals 
and cataracts, however, render a considerable 
portion of the stream unnavigable ; and par- 
ticularly at this place all further navigation 
would, by less enterprising minds, have been 
deemed naturally impossible. But perseve- 
rance has in a great measure succeeded in 
overcoming the obstacles which nature seemed 
to have interposed. We were informed by our 
conductor/that the canal cost 380,000 thalers 
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banco, equal to about jf90,000 sterling ; it 
produces the company about 30,000 thalers 
banco a year. The Crown Prince of Sweden 
(Bernadotte) visited this place in 181^, on 
which occasion he was presented by the Com- 
pany with a handsome barge. Our guide was 
careful to point our attention to a rock on 
which was inscribed the date of a visit paid 
here by the Royal Family. 

By the way, I must not neglect to point 
out our friend the conductor to your notice. 
He is a cschoolmaster of the town, who for 
some small consideration will be happy to 
accompany you, and communicate his little 
stock of knowledge. He speaks German and 
French, and I recommend him to the notice 
of such of your friends as may visit this 
place. 

From the canal we went to see the two old 
sluices, and the five waterfalls ; they are low, 
but surrounded by a variety of grand and 
beautiful scenery : the rocks of granite are 
tossed about in a thousand rude and fantastic 
forms, yet pleasingly diversified by tufts of 
underwood, junipers and stunted firs. Our 
friend the schoolmaster told us that in winter 
Ibis place is much infested with wolves^ and that 
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for fiieir security the inhabitants are obliged 
to hunt them in parties of four or five hun« 
dred. The bear too is frequently found 
prowling in the fir woods ; hares and other 
game also appeared to be very numerous. 

On quitting Trolhoetta, we took a little cir- 
cuit from the main road to see Wennersburg. 
This town is small and built of wooden houses; 
but pleasingly situated on the Wenner lake, 
at the north of the Gotha ; the shores are 
pictunesque, and the waters remarkably clear 
and fuU offish. We put up at the post-house, 
and found the accommodations tolerably 
good. The road from Gothenburg to Trol- 
hcettSA, and from thence to Wennersburg, ts 
excellent, the country wild and romantic, 
but the soil pow and the state of cultivation 
rather backward, owing more to the incle- 
mency of the season than to any apparent 
n^lect of industry in the inhabitants. On 
passing the bridge of Ronnam, on the road 
from Trolhoetta, we had a noble view of the 
river Gotba and a fine iMirst of wild scenery. 
The rest of the country oh our way to the 
cAj^ital was ndt deficient in picturesque 
bniity^ Hiils aiid dales, rodcs and relxdng 
vaHieSy spveadiiit^ pkins with tbeir nuaierous 
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hkeB, forests, meadows and arable huid» Uy 
blended together in pleasing contrast and 
delightful variety. 

After Wehnersburg we passed tHrough oo 
other place of any considerable interest^ titt 
we reached Stockholm. There are few towns 
whose situation is more striking and roxQantic 
than that of the capital of Sweden. It occu^ 
pies two peninsulas, a larger and a smaller one^ 
between a bay of the Baltic and the waters 
of lake Mselar, besides seven small rocky 
islands. The town is large and regularly 
built ; the houses are chiefly of stone, or of 
brick stuccoed, and roofed with tiles ; the 
streets are rather narrow and badly paved« 
Its population is estimated at about 70,000* 
Among the buildings chiefly worthy of notice 
is the palace, which is a large triangubs 
edifice, uniting eleganee with grandeur. It 
rises from the centre of the city, and com*< 
mands an extensive prospect in every direc«- 
tion. The Museum, though not a very con* 
siderable building, is enriched with many fine 
specimeas of sculpture, and some good pamt- 
ings by Eubeas, Rapliael, Vandyke, &c. 
The bridge before the palace is a Gosspicuaus 
ornament to that part of the town« The 
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opera, the theatre, the palace of the Princes?, 
and the Bank, are, however, by no means re* 
markable either for the elegance of their 
design or the taste displayed in the architec- 
ture. The Riddezholm, in which are the 
tombs of the Kings of Sweden, is, properly 
speaking, the only handsome church in the 
town; The harbour is an inlet of the Baltic, 
and affords a noble anchorage for ships of the 
largest burthen, which are enabled to lie close 
to the quay. The merchants* houses, which 
run parallel with this quay and front the ship* 
ping, and the Admiralty Isle, are lofty, and in 
a pleasing and graceful style of architecture. 
At the extremity of the harbour, several 
streets rise one above another in the form of 
an amphitheatre, and exhibit a very striking 
outline to thfi view. 

It will surprise you to hear, that in so large 
a trading town there are no good inns ; yet 
such is the case, as they are generally very 
deficient in cleanliness, and on the whole but 
poorly conducted, Those kept by Robin- 
son and Frieze are generally reckoned the 
best J but we found the^ hotel kept by a 
Scotch woman, of the name of Jones, the 
cleanest in town, and provided with the best 
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MCOttHnodfttions. I wonid recommend the 
traveller who visits this capital to hire fur- 
nished rooms, and to dine at this hotel. Cul- 
tivation thrives but ill in the neighbourhood 
of the town ; indeed the climate i^ little cal- 
Gulated t<^ bring vegetsdion to any state of 
perlection^ The wiirters are severe, but the 
climate genendlj esteemed salubrious. 

It is not our intention to make any stay ip 
this place, and therefore you must not expect 
that I am to introduce you into the societies 
of Stockholm. With men of science we have 
had no opportunities of becoming intimate, 
and with the scandalous chronicle of the 
place I have neither leisure nor inclination to 
become acquainted. 

The Crown Prince appears to be a great 
favourite with the people of Sweden. It is 
to his prudence that they attribute the peace 
with England, and the consequent revival of 
trade ; indeed it is but justice to state, that 
this prince has maintained the honour, and 
watched over the interests of his country 
with a very commendable zeal, and that the 
excellence of his character well entitles him 
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to the esteem and afiection which he eojbyt 
among a people^ whom he is one day destined 
to govern.* 



* The prince has since obtained this exalted station, 
«Dd, from the character he has hitherto maintained, it i» 
antici{»ted that he will pursue those maxims which 
alone can tend to make his people great andhappy^^ 
by extending the interest of commerce and agriculture 
and promoting the reign of peaceful arts« 
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LETTER III. 

Departure for Orebro. — An Account of the 
Town. — YsTADT ; Description of this place 
and its Environs.^^Departure for Stral- 
. SUND0 

Ystadt, August 1813. 

From Stockholm we took an excursion to 
Orebro, a small town, the houses of which 
are very low and constructed of wood j yet 
its. general appearance is by no means so 
gloomy as many of the towns we passed. 
Upon a small island in the middle of the 
town, formed by two branches of the river 
Swart, stands the. castle, formerly a royal 
residence, and now remarkable for being the 
place of the assembly of the Diet. We saw 

thC; king's apartments, which are very plainly 

> 

furnished. At the entrance of .this building 
stapd two lofty towers, adapted for defence 
in case of necessity. . The inn is kept by a 
Frenchman, and is tolerably good. 

From this place we had a long and dreary 
journey down the country to Ystadt. All the 
remembrance I have of this fatiguing and 

VOL. I. c 
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uninteresting journey is of wretched towns^ 
miserable inns, and still more miserable ac- 
commodations. From the gloom of these 
cheerless objects we were agreeably relieved 
by the beautiful appearance of the neigh* 
bourhood of Ystadt, whose soil is more fer- 
tile, and whose vegetation boasts of greater 
luxuriancy. The houses, too, appear more 
clean and comfortable than we had remarked 
in any other part of Sweden, as the inns in 
all the smaller towns are invariably uncleanly, 
and miserable m the <extreme ; the inmates 
having no idea (^ what you term eomforti 
The roads throughout Sweden are, howevef, 
generally good. 

Ystadt is a smdl town, well situated on a 
bay of the Baltic, with a good harbour ; yet 
the houses are generally low and built of wood, 
and the streets bacQy paved. We put up at the 
inn kept by widow Jthanson ; it is reckoned 
the best in the town, though by no means well 
supplied, nor are the accommodations comfort- 
able. This place is noted for its manufacture 
of good gloves, of which we purchased some 
specimens and found them ^superiw quality: 
they are sdd at the moderate price of from 
twelve to fourteen skillings Swedish a pair^ 



At a Aoatt distance from Y&tadt we had a 
view of a superb palace, designed for the 
Crown Prince of Sweden, and whjcfa is nfiady. 
complelted. ' 

There is a regulai: packet fi:pni this plac^ to 
SHxakund, and the fixed price of th^ passage 
Is two jrix-doUacs and ihixty'^six skilliogs each* 
pecsi^ and two rix-dollars and tw^e skfl^* 
lii^ fi>r a servant ) a horse two ra^^dollars 
twelve sidUin^ and for a carriage ficopi four 
to five »x<4oHars $ the passage is fi:equeatly 
not ^longer than eight hours. If you wirii io 
^98^^ 9 yaoht for yourselves, it w^^tand 
you at about se^eaiy rix^oUars, besides a 
doUfiur or two for kmkgeld to. the men ; but 
' tliiese vessels are small and unoomfortable, and 
dtenot, miki any convem^ice, accommodate 
more 4lian a very small mimber of passengers. 

At this place we had the honour to meet a 
prince of Hessen, >wiho had fo^erly been in 
the Danish service, but since that govern- 
ment joined with France had resolved to 
retire to his native country. We also met 
M. de Bruen, the Russian charge d'affaires 
at Copenhagen, besides several English gen- 
tlemen. We all joined and engaged an extra 
packet, cleared the port of Ystadt about four 
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in the afternoon, and reached Stralsund next 
morning at nine o'clock, after a rough and un- 
comfortable passage. 

The entrance of this port is rather danger- 
ous ; it lies much exposed, and the current is 
very strong and impetuous off the bar. The 
violent rocking of our small packet, together 
with a crowded cabin, was not the most agree- 
able thing in the world, and not a few of our 
fellow passengers were on the doctor's list. 

I fear you will find this letter rather dull 
and uninteresting : I heard no good anecdotes 
to enliven it, and I saw nothing worthy of any 
thing like elaborate description, even if I 
had the inclination to become descriptive. 

In my next letter you will find me in my 
native country, which, I trust will afford me 
the means of atoning for the want of interest 
in this^ 

I have the honour to be, &c« 
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LETTER IV. 

Arrival at Stralsxtnd, Coftfusion that prevail- 
ed in the Town. — The Dilemma in which the 
Author was placed.— Ruse de Guerre.-^Suc- 
cess qf it— Departure for Behlxn. — Alarm 
on the Road.— Arrival at Geeifsjfaljde.—' 
Description qf Stralsund and GmeifS" 
WALDE.^^Arr%val at Berlin, Description of 
the Town.'^^Superior Hotels. ^^ Necessary 
Precaution. — An Argument qf the Land- 
lady.^^Useful Hints to Visitants. — Vanity qf 
Bonaparte, his JEaploits at the Royal Palace. 
-^Anecdotes qf two celebrated Generals.-^ 
Public Places. — Patriotismqf the Inhabitants. 
— Hatred to . the French.'^Attention shewn to 
the English.-^Society qf Berlin. — General 
Regret for the Loss qf their Queen. — Envi' 
rons qf the Town. 

Berlin, ^September 1813. 

On our arrival at Stralsund we put. up. at 
BagoninPs^ which is the best inn in the town. 
IV^e found the place in the utmost confusion^ 
as the inhabitants were in hourly expectation 
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of a visit from the French. The English gar- 
rison was under arms^ and guarded the gates 
with their field pieces^ and matches ready light- 
ed. Colonel Lyons, the commanding officer, a 
gentleman of miuoh military skill and personal 
bravery, had made every preparation to give 
them a warm recefftion. All strangers and 
ladies of rank bad quitted the town for the 
island of Aug^n, and ev^ry thing valuable 
bad been transported to that place of secotity. 
We steW many women in tears^ while others 
seemed by th^if nianner and their couMe- 
nances, to ttiaiti&st a solicilkde of a difierent 
description. The rismdur's of French gal- 
lantry had evidently rescbed theiirears, and 
they lost sight of Ifte horrors of w« in the 
antic^atiob of all the scenes of gaiety that 
were likely to ehsue. Out hotfel tras crowd- 
fed with nobiKty add gentry frdai the envi- 
rons of Schwann, to which General Wiilmo- 
den was then retreating, aod hid H flot btfen 
for the kindness and polite attentions of Mn 
Isratel, the banker, upon whom my friend 
Mr. Ma^Weil fead a letter of ci'edil^ ^e 
should haVe found o'urselvfes in great per- 
plexity for IMging^: he i^y kifadly a'dfcdift^ 
f»dd4tt;d li^ Mrftft 'beds. 
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In the afternopo^ the situation of the place 
became more critical ; the streets were throng- 
€fd with waggons laden with valuables, fur* 
niture, &c. of the Duke of Schwerin, and he 
himself soon followed with his whole court. 
It was reported that they intended to take 
refuge in the island of Rugen. It now ap- 
peared h%h time for us to think of our de- 
parture; but at this very moment we met 
with a provoking dkappointment. It was 
impossible to procuFe a single horse at the 
Post, as tiiey had all bei^n previously put in 
insqatsition by the wealthy inhabitants, and 
by other strangers, who had been more provi- 
dent than ourselves* While in this state of 
perjrfexity, we met with two English gentle- 
men, one of whom held the rank of major, and 
the other of captain in the militia. We de^ 
cided on going togedier ; and as Mr. Max- 
well also held the commission of lieutenant- 
x^olonel in the militia, I thought that, in such 
a case, it wonld not be amiss to invest him 
with a higher brevet in order to hasten our 
departure. I therefore hurried to the Post, 
and, in a tone of much importance, ordered 
horses for a general ^nd bis suite. This ruse 
de guerre had. its desired effect, as in less than 
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three hours after, we obtained four horses for 
ourselves, and the same number for the two 
other gentlemen. When we left the town it 
was in a state of indescribable bustle and con- 
fusion. We proceeded in the following order j 
the two English officers, who had provided 
themselves with saddle horses, rode in their 
full uniform before our carriage, and promised 
to fire a pistol to give the alarm if they should 
see anything of the approach of an enemy, 
that our little caravan might, if possible, 
have time to save itself. The night set in 
very dark. At about a mile from Greifs- 
walde, the two English officers returned at full 
gallop, informing us that they heard the 
noise of horses at a distance, and had reasons 
to believe it was a French piquet. We im- 
mediately halted, and formed a council of war 
to consult what steps we ought to pursue ; but 
while we were devising the best means of ef- 
fecting our escape, one of the gentlemen dis- 
covered a light, and our alarms were very 
agreeably quieted by the intelligence that it 
was the carriage of a commissary of General 
Walmoden, who was travelling post haste to 
Stralsund with the agreeable news^ that the 
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French had been forced to retire more than 
three German miles. 

We entered the town of Greifswalde at 
about midnight, and were not a little sur- 
prized to find the streets crowded with peo- 
ple. On our appearance they set up a shout, 
die Franzosen ! die Franzosen ! the French ! 
the French ! The two English gentlemen 
rode forward, convinced them of their error, . 
and quieted their alarms. When we came up, 
I explained to them who we were, an^ assur- 
ed them that the French had retreated. 
This intelligence cheered them up, and the 
greater part retired to their homes. 

Though these interesting particulars, which 
so strikingly display the dread which the 
name of a French invasion inspires, have 
detained me so long, you will naturally ask 
me for some account of Stralsund, which 
I will willingly give you as far. as my infor- 
mation goes. It is a large and . strong town, 
situated.on the Baltic, and carries on a consi- 
derable trade. It has many good buildings, 
but the generality of the. bouses are low, 
constructed ^of brick, and remarkable for 
being almost all pointed at the roof. The 
streets are narrow and badly paved. We 



saw several handsome churches, and admired 
its very isipacioas and noble market square«i 
The inhabitants are estimated at about 18,000, 
and in general have a 'healthy appearance. 
The environs of this place are very waAy^ 
though t^y produce good crops of corny ve« 
getables however are not s^undant. The isii 
landof Rugen lies opposite the town, but owing 
to the confusion that prevailed there and 
the suddenness of our departure, we did riot 
visit it. Grekswalde is four German miles 
from Stralsund ; it is a small strong and 
well built town, situate on the river Biek^ 
which is navigable from thence to the Baltic* 
live church of St. Nicholas merits the at« 
tention of the traveller. There are two good 
inns, one at the Post, and the other kept by 
Wilhehni* The road from hence to Berlin is 
l^andy and uninterestii^, and we hasten orer 
it to hail the capital of Prussia. 

Berlin is situated on the small river Spree $ 
it extends nearly four miles and a half in 
ksigth, and is esteemed one of the most 
beautifiil and mi^mficent citi^ in £arop& 
|ts plants extremely regular, being the result 
^ one design^ and y^ this imffAmty has 
nothing of that dulness and monotony which 
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renders many other cities disagreesMe. The 

a^ipearance of the streets And the bonses^ 

{deasingly interrupted by litde plantations of 

trees, and occamonai garden enclosures, be- 

cij^aks taste and vaneiy, and gives the city a 

cheerful appearance. The streets are spa- 

chns and wedl paved, ahbough the country 

^oduces but little stone* This defect was 

supplied by the inventive genius of Frederick 

Ike Great, yrfao compelled all vessels that 

cane up the Havel and the Spree, to take 

on board, at Magdeburg, a ballast of fuee 

slone, tad to dis^nbark it at Berlin. Indeed 

diis city owes most of its chief embellish- 

iaesits to the spirit and laudable persevefrsdice 

df this gre^t monarch, who ilendered it the 

Mat of elegance, as well as of science, letters, 

and arms. Berlin is also celebrated for the 

excellence of its hotels. The best are, the 

HeM de Russie^ kept by the widow Ober* 

mann, and Dk Sonne, both of which are on 

the celebrated Linden walk. In addition to 

tihiese we may mentidn la ViUe de Paris tn 

the Brude Sirasse, and der Goldene IRnch in 

the DankchenPlatz. These are all veiy supe- 

rier hotels, but espedaUy the two first, which 

are situated in fiie fashionable part of th^ 
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town, and particularly adapted for travellers 
of pleasure. To men of business may be 
recommended die^ Siddt Portugal, near die 
Lange-Briicke, and der Schwarze Adler, op- 
posite the post-office. It may be useful to 
inform you, that when travellers arrive di the 
more fashionable inns, they must be careful to 
make a previous agreement for apartments, 
&c. which will be found a valuable precau- 
tion. While I was staying at the Hotel de 
Russie, I was shown the bill of a young 
English nobleman, with whom I bad the 
honour of being acquainted, so overcharged, 
that I undertook to get modified and ob- 
tain a reasonable deduction. The argument 
of the widow Obermann was, that the French 
had plundered her of so many horses and 
valuables, that she was determined the English 
should pay for it. This was uttered In the 
tone of a joke, but I have reason to believe 
there was much truth in the remark, and 
that this joke becomes too often a very se- 
rious matter of fact to the traveller. Should 
ypu make any stay in this capital, it would 
be advisable to hire private furiiished apart* 
ments. For a sitting room, a dtrting, and 
two sleeping rooms in the Linden, including 
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accommodations for a servant, we paid at the 
r^te of ten dollars courant, or about forty- 
three shillings a week. Should you be un- 
able to procure rooms in this street, it is 
probable you may be able to accommodate 
yourselves in the FriedrkVs Stadt, or Witt- 
helm's Strasse, two of the most central and 
airy parts of the town ; you will find it a com- 
fortable arrangement to breakfast at your 
lodgings and take your dinner at the restau- 
rateurs. There is a very good and well 
managed establishment of this description, 
at the sign of der JSger, immediately behind 
the arsenal.. : There is also an ordinary at 
three o'qloek at all- the principal hotels, 
which is generally well served, moderate in 
the; charge, and frequented by some of the 
best company. 

I before mentioned the Linden, and I can- 
not but call your attention to it, as it is a 
delightful walk, much admired by every tra- 
veller, and generally considered as one of the 
principal ornaments df the town. This pro- 
menade is^ called the Linden walk, from being 
pvershaded by triple rows of linden trees of 
the most graceful appearance. It forms the 
ca^tre of the street, having carriage roads on 
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each M^ from which it is protecfted by h(^n4« 
8^me Hoes of granite posts^ connected by 
inon dbsiinwork, and illuminated by l^ge re^ 
fleeting Iftppp. One end of it leads ijjtto the 
pwkf through die celebrated Brandenb^ 
gate (Bnmch99burger TiMr), which is a veiy 
tastefiil atruct^f»9 designed after the Propyi^ 
lw» of iMibePfU The park itself is aUowed to 
be ime of the fi»$st and meet extensive in 'EaU 
ropOf aad server as the constant rendezvous 
ef ihe &shioiiable inhabitants. 

Ghpifottanhtifgt ^hi<& is about a iGecmsn 
asfle fixnn the paiA: gate^ was IbrmerJy a mere 
viUagat Inii ha^ mow grown into a town $ it 
forms a ddlightful ride theough t&e park, and 
is much faequjsnted in 4iie sttoimerj partku^ 
larly on Sundays. Tfaei?e is a sfiecicjEi of open 
vehicle, framed of wicker-work, called hauer'! 
ttM|ge»--f^a3afit>waggonS''-r^h^ 
Berlin and Charlottenhurg, and tesad mnch<to 
the c/tmveniende of &e middle claases^ as ^Ibe 
e^pewe lis only the irifliiig aum of ftom two 
to J^w groschm ; ^he dri^ws iske their stand 
at iiie pack-gato till they Iwve ^heir full ^ooma 
{dement, attdithen they set pff a$ ai>risk«te. 
T-hese iwkggons mb drnmo^ ^by4brftp <0r four 
small iioiB9§» ^wfaii^ ase dKiren ^veast, and 



have an aauaing appenrAiioe. The other end 
of ti>e linden walk terounatea ait the pahxee 
of Prinfie Henry and the Optm Hokums* 

The royal palaoe and garden in Chail#tan'f 
burg are well worthy the tnLveller'a attention* 
We visited the tomb of the late lamentiil 
Queen .; the acui^ufie deatined to adorn it ia 
from the hands of the £unou8. Gceaaii scn^ 
tor Ranch, now in Rome^ bnt it had not yet 
as^Ted.* The orange^itee walk is very d^ 
tightfiil» andilie palace coiitains scuKie /Gde-> 
teited paintings of the Italian sdiooL Jier 
SeJwarze Adkr n the best ino in the town* 

But to return to Berlin : you will, of course^ 
expect me to conduct you to some of the 
objects most worthy of attention. Among 
the first of liiese rank the royal palace : it is 
an enormous aquare pile of hpildiog ; the 
apartments are very splendid^ pftrticidftdy 
those of the secooid story. Fjrom the arcade 
in front there is a charming proq^eot ; thfi 
walk called Ltist garten, with its sli^tes og 
verdure, the dome, die Himdfi B^mhe^ the. 
Opera House, the Linden wftlk as far a^ the 
l^nd^burg gate, extend below, #nd isim 
Ae most interesting ^oup imagimhle# 

* I understand it is now completed and erected*^ 



82 ANECDOTE OF BONAPARTE. 

When General Bonaparte took Berlin, no^ 
thing would satisfy him but he must sleep in 
this palace ; and such was the height of his 
ridiculous vanity, that, forsooth, nothing less 
would content him than the royal nuptial bed 
itself! Even his Mameluke was placed in 
another royal couch, in the room 'next to 
his: the same the Emperor Alexander occu-> 
pied when he visited Berlin. The French 
general and his associates had striptth^pa- 
lace of all the best paintings, and the empty 
spaces were still left unoccupied from which 
they had been torn : nay, the very throne, in 
the audience room, could not escape the cu- 
pidity of this magnanimous conqueror ; it 
was stript of the gold and silver ornaments 
with which it was richly decorated. 

The arsenal is a noble structure. The twen- 
ty-one heads in alto-relievo, over the win- 
dows in the yard, which represent the va- 
nous characteristic features of the dying, are 
masterpieces of the well-known Schlutter; 
and in spite of the revolting nature of the 
subject, are much and deservedly admired. 
When w6 visited this place two days ago, 
there was fiot a single piece of ordnance left 
behind. Th6 officer who showed it us, by 
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order of the commandant of the town, ob- 
served that the French had carried off every 
piece of ordnance, and had left the place as 
we saw it; * our only resource, therefore, 

* is,' said he, ^ that as soon as any are 
^ captured from the enemy, we put horses 
^ in immediate requisition, to convey them 

* to the army.' He added, that he had lately 
come from the head-quarters, where it was 
commonly believed that the brave conduct 
of General W^lmoden was the principal cause 
.vrhich prevented the entrance of the French 
into Berlin, under Ney, in August 1313* 

The cathedral is situated near the palace, 
and opposite the gay promenade of the LusU 
Garten^ its exterior is elegant, but it has 
rather a naked and dreary aspect within. The 
fine statue of the Prince of Dessau, from the 
chis^el of the celebrated artist Schadow, which 
has lately been erected ^ in the LmUGarten^ 
^opposite the palace, merits your attention. On 
the , Langen Briicke, over the Spree, which 
passes close to the palace, stands the colossal 
^uestrian statue of the great Elector Frede- 
nek ; it is of bronze, and esteemed a master- 
^ce, irom the hand of Schliitter. The pa- 
lace of the jbte Frifiiice Henry has been con- 
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verted into an university, which is reported 
to be in a thriving condition. The building 
itself is large and substantial. It is reported 
that the great Frederick was not at all well 
pleased with this structure ; the style of the 
windows, in particular, gave him great of- 
fence. He observed, that those of the first 
floor resembled the windows of a stable, the 
second those of a church, and the third those 
of a brothel. 

The opera-house, which is never regularly 
open except during the carnival, is a magni- 
ficent building : there are four handsome en- 
trances, and the grand staircase is spacious and 
elegant. Its interior decorations perfectly cor- 
rei^pond with its external magnificence j the 
boxes are richly ornamented, and the saloon 
handsomely painted. It is calculated to con- 
tain about two thousand persons. We did 
not forget to visit Wilhelms Platz, and were 
well repaid for our curiosity. We were also 
much pleased with four noble statues of the 
generaJs Ziethen, Schwerin, Seidlitz, and Win^ 
terfeld : the three latter fell gloriously in the 
Seven Years' War/j the former was a general 
of cavaliy, and much admired by the great 
Frederick. The old general visited his ma- 
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jesty a short time before his death ; the king 
was seated in his arm-chair, confined by the 
gout, but he no sooner beheld the venerable 
hero enter his apartment, out of breath from 
his effort in mounting the staircase, than he 
. arose from his chair, and clapping the vete- 
ran on the shoulder^ exclaimed, * come, fa- 
* ther Ziethen, sit down and rest yourself, 

< and let me hear how you are/ The des^ 
cendant of this brave general is the ' worthy 

< son of a worthy sire */ he treads closely in 
the footsteps of his heroic father, and com- 
mands a corps in the Prussian army, that in 
point of bravery has no need to dread a com- 
parison with those heroes who fought in the 
Seven Years* War. With respect to General 
Winterfeld, the account of the action in 
which he fell is briefly this. He had rode out 
about half a German mile distant, to visit 
Marshal Bevern in his camp,f when his divi- 
sion was unexpectedly attaci^^ked by the Aus- 
trian General Nadasti, with a far superior 
force, Winterfeld hastened back to put him- 
self at the head of his corps, and maintained 
the contest with all that ardour which he had 
so often effectually exerted; but he was now 
obliged to yield to superior numbers. He re- 
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tired with the loss of twelve hundred men, 
and was mortally bounded, while endeavour- 
ing to cover the retreat with all that cool in- 
trepidity for which he was so remarkable. 
On hearing of the death V)f his favourite officer, 
the great Frederick observed that it was a na- 
tional loss. The last time, the king saw him be- 
fore this fatal battle, he alighted from his hprse 
•^and embraced him, observing, * General, I 

* had almost forgot to give you your instruC- 

• tions ; and now I have but one command 
? to lay upon you — take care of your health/^ 

During the late war, this town deserved 
well for its patriotism and public spirit, innu- 
merable instances of which are on record, 
and will be ever remembered by their coun- 
trymen. I myself was witness to more than 
one example of this laudable spirit, which I 
am proud of recording. After one of the 
actions fought near the capital, by the army 
commanded by the Crown Pritace of Sweden, 
I saw two boat-loads- <rfwouiided soldiers 
brought in from the felcTcf biittle ; when 
they came near the Htmde ^ruckey many of 
the poor women, who wer/ sitting there sel- 
ling fruit, threw all the oobtents of their bas- 
ket! lato the boats^ exclaiming, * we are 
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* strongi and can work ; but those who are 
^ wounded for their country claim a^ist* 
^ ance/ When the commonest men in the 
streets met a wounded soldier, they would 
stop him, ask him many civil questions, and 
give him nearly the whole contents of their 
pockets. As it may naturally be supposed, the 
hatred against the French is deep and univer- 
sal. Tlie English are much liked, and no 
opportunity of praising their government neg- 
lected. The national ait of * God save the 
* King* was, by way of compliment, played 
in almost every hotel and street of the town ; 
aUi order had even been given, that English 
officers should be exempt from having their 
passports examined at the police, which at 
that time was rigidly enforced from all travel- 
lers. Every mark of attention was shown to 
several English noblemen and gentlemen, 
who visited the head-quarters of the Crown 
Prince of Sweden j they were cheered all 
along the road, and through the lines of the 
soldiers, to which even the CoseiKrka did npt 
a little contribute. Dugi^ing the time of dan- 
ger, every man fxom sijiteen tp fifty years of 
a^ was a soldier ; the merchwts an4 respec- 
table men oi the oity ft^iued theoiselves into 
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a kind of armed police, of both foot and 
horse, for the protection of the town. They 
were well mounted, and handsomely ac- 
coutred. The very ladies rivalled the men 
in a display of patriotic devotion ; rings, 
jewels, and trinkets were thrown into a com- 
mon fund^ for the support of the good cause ; 
even the children sent their little savings, to 
show that what nature denied in years they 
manifested in their good wishes. The hospital 
was daily attended by ladies of the first fami- 
lies, who, rising superior to the fastidiousness 
that generally characterizes female education, 
came to attend the wounded officers and sol- 
diers. This noble example was set even by 
some of the female branches of the royal fa- 
mily. ' Really,' said an officer of the Allies 
to a gentleman who was visiting the hospital, 
' really it is a pleasure to be wounded, when 

* one is sure of receiving such care and at- 

* tention from the fair.* 

You will find the society in Berlin of a 
very superior description ; and «uch is the 
marked attention and civility of the inhabi- 
tants towards travellers, that it is not difficult 
to gain admittance to their private balls and 
concerts. The ladies are well educated, and 
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among other pleasing acoomplishments that cif 
music is not neglected. The loss of the best 
of Queens has not only spread a gloom ovef 
the mind of their beloved sovereign, but has 
also cast a damp over the general cheerful- 
ness of society ; her imme is never mentioned 
without feeliogs of enthusiastic regard^ and 
her , memory will ever be cfaerisbed and re- 
vered by all who had the happiness to know 
her, or to feel the effects of her benignity. 
What contributes to confer an additional in- 
terest on, her memory, is the circumstance of 
its being generally believed that grief was the 
cause of her death, occasioned by the critical 
situation of Prussia during the time the enemy 
occupied its capital. All the branches of the 
royal family are remarkable for their conde- 
scension towards foreigners ; and am<Hig the 
many I have known who have had the ho- 
nour of ib«ing presented to their notice, and 
invitei^ to iheit society, I have Hot heard of- 
one who did not speak in the highest terms of 
their easy manners and affiibility of address. 
I have the honour to be acquainted with 
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aooie Engliah noblemen, who were a few 
deys 91 nee at the Princess of Ratze willed 
and they expressed themselves not a little 
gratified with the attentions they received. 
Should you be a member of the society of 
Freeipasons^ I would recommend you to visit 
Hb^ grand lodge in Berlin, where members of 
tbat society are cordially received ; during 
the winter very splendid balls and concerts 
are given at this lodge. 

The climate of Berlin is generally esteemed 
very healthy ; the seasons are regular, and the 
qpring delightful, but the winters severe. The 
population is estimated at about 1^,000. It 
eo^ys a flourishing trade, and is celebrated 
for its porcelain, as well as its enamelled, 
inlaid, and embroidery works. 

Among the many buildings which I have 
not leisure to describe, are the king's ridmg 
scibool, in der Breiten Strasse^ where a 
svpcsrb stud of horses is always kept; the 
two new churches at the Gend^armes market^ 
which are of very tasteful design j the Danish 
Sqiuare--efer Danische Platz ;^the Veterinary 
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School, and its garden. One single bmlding 
is appropriated to the Academy of Arts, the 
Observatory, and the School of Anatomy, 
which is situated on the Linden, facing the 
public library ; the former structure, as well 
as the latter which contains many valuable 
works, are well deserving of your notice. 
Mon Bijou is a handsome palace belonging to 
the Queen Dowager, with a beautiful garden, 
delightfully situated on the banks of the river. 
Besides these I might enumerate the Masonic 
Lodge, the Prison — die Hausvogtey^ the Lu- 
natic Asylum, and many other buildings, both 
public and private, that well merit your at- 
tention. 

The environs of Berlin are very sandy, 
and yet produce good crops of corn, pota- 
toes, and a variety of other vegetables and 
fruits of good quality. The villages best 
worth seeing are Charlottenburg, of which I 
have already spoken, SchSneberg, Schdnhau- 
sen, Pankow, Strahlow, Treptow, Hiiners- 
dorf, &c. I have before described the Bran* 
denburg gate as very elegant. A car of supe- 
rior workmanship formerly stood on its tofj^ 
and gave a finish to the whole of this tasteful 
structure } but this, as well as many other valu- 
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able objects, disappeared \vhen General Bo* 
naparte quitted the town.* Four years ago 
the church of St. Peter was destroyed by a 
great fire, and has not been since rebuilt. 
To-morrow we intend to take a ride to 
Potsdam and Spandau, and on my return to 
Berlin I will ^ive you an account of our ex- 
cursion. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

* It will be gratifying to learn^ that this and other va- 
luable plunder has been rettored by the Pruttian hero^ 
PHnce Bliicher. 
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LETTER V. 

F«ft to Potsdam. — Anecdotes of Frederick 
the Great. — Sans Souci. — Anecdote of Bo* 
naparte^-"^/ the present King of Prussia.'— 
Visit to Spandau. — Return to Berlin.-^ 
Present State of the Town. — Cossacks. 

Berliiiy September 18iS. 

The distance from Berlin to Potsdam is 
four German miles ; Zehlendorf lies about mid- 
way, and divides the road, which is excellent, 
into two posts. Potsdam, celebrated as the 
residence of Frederick the Great, is an ele- 
gant and well built town, situated on an island 
formed by the Havel and the adjoining lakes 
and canals. The streets are broad and regu- 
lar, and adorned with a variety of magnificent 
edifices ; yet Potsdam is but thinly inhabited. 
The royal palace is a noble structure, of very 
superior and tasteful architecture. We 
visited the square, where the parade is held, 
but were sorry we could not see the royal 
guards, not less renowned for their bravery 
than their handsome and martial appearance. 
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The men that compose these troops are re-* 
markable for their tall stature, and the inha- 
bitants fabricate many stories concerning their 
formation by the great Frederick j they pre- 
tend that that monarch was so anxious to. ob- 
tain tall men, that his corporals ofleil took 
them by force whenever they could find them. 
On one occasion they carried the wish of their 
sovereign so far, that they took the heydiick 
of the French ambassador the moment he had 
quitted his carriage to attend the levee. When 
the minister complained bitterly of this vio- 
lent proceeding, the servant was restored to 
hi3 master, and the corpocal rei^manded for 
his too eager zeal. Resqpecting this ambassih 
dor another anecdote is related On his first 
audience he came highly perfumed \ the great 
Frederick, who was more accustomed to the 
smell of gunpowder than of musk, and would 
have preferred a pinch of rappee, with which it 
is known that his waistcoat pockets were coB'^ 
stantly well stored, could not refrain from very 
visibly manifesting his dislike. The ambasaa^ 
dor observed it, and felt much embarrassed. 
The day being stormy, * de quel CQte Sa Mm^ 

* jesti croiUeUe^* said he, ^ que k ve»tvient?* 
The kin^ abruptly replied, < de Frismce, t^o- 

* tre Ea^cellence !* 
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The market place, in the centre of which 
there is a handsome obelisk, with marble 
statues of the first four kings of Prussia^ 
is worthy of a visit. In addition to thes^ 
we noticed the barracks of the royal gard^ 
du-corps, the Berlin bridge, the riding school, 
and the Ea^ercier^Haus ; as also the houses of 
Brockes, Hiller, and Brandt, the two latter 
of which are built and fitted up in the English 
style. We also visited the cathedral and the 
church of St. Nicholas ; in the former we 
admired the pulpit, which is of very curious 
workmanship : here, too, we saw the tombs of 
Frederick Wilhelm and Frederick the Great. 
The Frendi church and the Brandenburg gate 
did not escape our notice. Of course we did 
not fail to pay an early visit to the famous 
palace of Sans Soudf which is situated on a 
rising ground near the town. An old Swiss 
shewed us the apartments where the great 
Frederick breathed his last. This Swiss, 
and the famous Dr. Zimmerman of Hanover, 
were present at that very interesting moment; 
the arm-chair in which this great monarch 
sat, the day before his death, to see his guards 
'6X^Fcising, has never been removed from the 
iSpot He felt be was fast going, and as the sun 
shone upon him, he exclaimed, * I shall be soon 
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* near you !* Every article of fumitm^e remainsf 
precisely in the same state in which it stood 
the day the king died. When General Bona* 
parte visited this palaqe, he affected to fee^ 
great veneration for the place : on entering he 
took off his hat and observed to his suite ; 
^ MessieurSy vaild des appariemens que j*aifne, 
« beaucoup.** The very book lay open on the 
desk in which the king had been reading for 
the last time ; it related to certain military 
tactics : 

And thou to thy latest breath, 

Shalt feel thy ruliDg paoBion strong in death. 

POFB. 

The writing-table was plain and cpvered 
with green cloth ; we saw the marks of ink 
that had been spilt upon it, and the following 
anecdote was told us respecting it. The great 
Frederick was one day writing on this table, 
while the present King of Prussia, then about 
three years of age, was playing at ball in the 
apartment; the ball accidentally fell upon the 
inkstand and upset it. The king was angry 
with the prince and ordered him to Coventry 
in a corner of the room } the prince refused 
to submit, and when asked why he did not 
obey, replied, * the descendant of Frederick 
< will never consent to be punished for such 
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" a trifle/' The old Swiss who shewed us 
these apartments, was very loquacious on the 
favourite subject of his royal master, and 
among several more trifling circumstances 
related the following. Frederick had issued 
an order on the parade of Potsdam, that, for 
certain reasons, no officer should be permitted 
to go to the masked ball at Berlin ; the king 
himself attended in a mask and domino, and 
had scarce entered the saloon ^hen he recog- 
nized Baron L , captain of his own guard. 
The king accosted him, * capitaine, vous etes 

* ici contre Vordre du roi/ — * Cest vraiy 
^ monsieur : mais fot de cavalier si vous dites 
« un mot* — The following day after the 
parade, the king called this officer on one side 
and thus addressed him : < Capitaine, vous etes 
< mcgoTj mais foi de cavalier si vous dites un 

* mot' On another occasion, as the king 
was passing «in review several regiments of 
troops near this place, he observed a soldier 
who had a large scar of a sabre wound over 
his face; finding he was a Frenchman, the 
king addressed him in h^s native language : 

* Dans quel cabaret as4u 4t6 blesse?' The sol- 
dier very smartly replied, * 1&, oU voire ma^ 
^ jests a payi Vecot!' in allnsion to one of 
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the batdes lost by Frederick. Another anec* 
dote showed the coolness and self-possession of 
the king : the guards had been promised a 
rise in their pay ; as this was not complied 
with|they rose in a mutinous spirit, and march- 
ed towards the palace in order to obtain re^^ 
dress from the. king himself. His aid-<le«camp, 
4dar med at their approach, came to infcmn 
his royal master of the circumstance. Frede- 
rick, who was quietly writing at his desk, 
ordered his hat and sword, - and went to the 
palace yard to meet them ; without manifest- 
ing the least surprise, he drew his sword, 
placing himself at their head, at the same mo- 
ment gave the word of command : ^^ iinksum 
" kehrt euch^ marsck /"—to the left wheel, 
march ! — Surprised by the sudden appearance 
of their royal master, and electrified by the 
energy with which this order was given, the 
men actually obeyed the word - of command, 
and returned quietly to their barracks. 

We were also shown Voltaire's apartments : 
bis chair and desk had never been moved ; 
the inkstand was much spattered, that too 
copious fountain, |r6m whence have fkmed 
many of the miseries %hat have since 'deluged 
Europe with blood. 
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The garden is spacious and very tastefully 
laid out. Near the staircase of the paviUon, 
the tombs of some of the King's favourite 
4ogs were pointed out to us. The Great 
Frederick was often accompanied in his cam^ 
paigns by one of these faithful animals* 
They also showed us his flute, on which we 
were assured he was a great proficient. A 
few good paintings of the Italian school, 
which were saved by some of the keepers 
of the palace, are remaining, but the best 
had been sent off to Paris, the grand recep* 
tacle of the plunder of Europe : yet, forsooth, 
Bonaparte uncovered hia head on entering 
these apartments, and felt a profound vene- 
ration for the residence of Frederick the 
Great ! 

The new palace, which we also visited, is 
^ry rich and splendid, particularly the 
marble hall, the colonnade, balUroom, and 
the theatre. Here they produce a book in 
which all visitants enter their names. We 
saw the autograph of the Emperor Alexander, 
dC.iJie {Hnesent King of Prussia, and the 
Grand Duke Constantine* When Bonaparte 
^tfed the.pl^e ihey took care to eoooeal the 
bddk/ 
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We were credibly informed that the 
French were not merely contented with plun- 
dering the best of the paintings, together with 
the black eagle, and the sash of Frederick the 
Great, but actually brought their horses into 
the large saloons of the garden belonging to 
the new palace, and kept them there, though 
there was no want of stable-room. 
. From this place we went to visit the pa- 
lace which the late monarch had begun, and 
which promised to rival the rest in magnifi- 
cence, but his death left it unfinished : how* 
ever, the inhabitants flatter themselves that 
the present King will complete the work.. 
Such of the apartments as are finished are 
superbly decorated, and are good specimens 
of the taste displayed by the royal founder, 
as also are the gardens and the concert- 
room» which is adorned with no less than 
ninety-six elegant vases and lamps, made in 
the shape of pine-apples. The kitchen, howi 
ever, is constructed in a singular taste ; could 
you believe that it represents a Roman ruin ? 
The grotto is very elegant, but has suffered 
much from the wantonness and rapacity of 
the French. There are two very fine statuefl; 
one of the late King and the other of Isis^ the 
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latter of which the French mutilated by break- 
ing off the hands. The garden, which not ma- 
ny years ago consisted of a vineyard, and of 
small pleasure grounds belonging to indivi- 
duals, was purchased by the late King; it 
is situated on the lake called the HeiUge See, 
Holy Sea, and the river Havel; it commands 
an extensive prospect, and can boast of some 
very picturesque scenery. 

During our stay we put up at the hotel 
Kdnig von Preussen^ the first inn in Pots- 
dam; the accommodations are good, but the 
charges extravagant. The town itself^ how- 
ever, with all it3 magnificence, is a dull and 
gloomy place ; the few manufactories it 
contains are in a state of inactivity, and 
the men are fast enrolled and sent off to the 
army. During our short stay, we saw many 
wounded pass through the town, and fre- 
quent parties of Cossacks transporting French 
prisoners; in fact, every thing wore a very 
warlike appearance, and the stirring spirit 
and patriotic zeal of the Prussians were 
every where visible. From Potsdam we made 
an excursion to Spandau ; the road is sandjr 
and every way unpicturesque. We were sur- 
prised to see the greater part of the town 

E 2 
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reduced to a heap df rubbish ; the fact is, 
that in 1812 the French obtained possession 
of this fortress, and made a warm resistance 
against the Prussians and allies, but were finaUy 
compelled to yield it to superior bravery. 
They were beginning to repair the fortress, 
which is generally used for the purpose of a 
state prison ; besides, it is a piece of policy to 
keep this place in a good state of defence, as it 
is a protection to the city of Berlin. The 
town is situated on the Havel ; the buildings 
that remain entire are regular, but the streets 
are narrow and badly paved» A number, of 
subterraneous vaults under the town were 
used as the arsenal and deposit of the stores. 
We returned to Berlin well pleased with our 
excursion. 

You will naturally inquire what i^ the 
present state of society in Berlin? It re- 
quires some considerable time of residence, 

4 

long intercourse, and abundant leisure for 
observation, to enable one to give any thing 
41ke a cfatis&ctory answer to such an inquiry. 
To learn what is the combined and general 
effect of peculiar habits and customs upon th^ 
sentiments, character, and happiue^s of a peo* 
pie, would require more opportMnities of dis» 
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crimination than I have had the good fortune 
to meet with of late, having been many yean 
absent, and my present stay being but short. 
Ab I before professed to you, the object of 
lliis journal is to detail facts ^nd to maintain 
an impartial love of truth ; I have, there- 
fore, indulged in iio sallies of the imagina* 
don. I have not, nor do I intend, to describe 
countries as more beautiful than they are ; nor 
have I represented the inhabitants as more vir- 
tiious or more vicious than I really found them« 
We had the misfortune to find Berlin in 
a state of great alarm and confusion, on 
account of its immediate vicinity to the 
scenes of warfare. All other ideas, pSr* 
suit8> and speculations, were swallowed up 
in this great object. All was anxiety to 
learn the latest news from ttie &^Id of battle. 
We constantly saw groups of inhabitants on 
the Unden discossing the latest accounts 
from the army. If any wounded soldiers 
were brought in, a crowd gathered round, 
not merely to ofler their cond<dence, but to 
inquire with earnest solicitude for their friends 
and relations^ I saw a large group gather 
round a wound^ oflScer, who was relating 

£ 3 
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the prodigies of valour their countrymen had 
performed in the field } and as suddenly dis^ 
perse to run to the arsenal, or to the door of 
the commandant of the place, who lived di- 
rectly opposite, to learn what was the fate of 
the day, and to see the wounded and pri- 
soners who were hourly brought in. 

Two days ago Isawa swarm of Cossacks pour 
intathe town, some with their horses laden 
with old boots, kettles, &c. others leading two 
or three of the enemy's horses taken in the en- 
gagement the day before. Yesterday I wit- 
nessed the arrival of about three hundred 
and fifty more of these hardy children of the 
north, who had returned from the pursuit of 
the French. As a proof of the hatred they bear 
this nation, I heard that meeting one even- 
ing with a piquet of Prussian lancers, con«- 
listing of twenty men, and mistaking them 
for a party of French, they put them all to 
the sword i it was only on the following day 
that this unfortunate error was discovered. 
Almost all these fellows had some article of 
booty tied on to their horses ^ I noticed one 
with three small kettles and twp pairs of boots 
dangling behind him. They had scarcely 
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reached the arsenal and alighted from their 
horses to bivouack, when they were 8ur«> 
rounded by damorous old women, and no 
less clamorous Jews, who were trying to make 
liiemselves understood, in order to bargain 
for their booty. One Cossack had all his 
fingers covered witli rings, but his riches had 
not yet succeeded in hardening his heart. 
Seeing a Prussian soldier who was severely 
wounded, he' drew a large purse full of 
gold from his pocket, and presented his less 
fortunate companion in arms with a ducat. 
All the bystanders were loud in their applause 
of this act of generosity, except a Jew and 
two other men near me, who^ declared with 
much apparent chagrin, that the Cossacks 
were very hard to deal with, and that it was 
Impossible to make any thing like a bargain 
with them. They appeared much attached to 
their small horses ; as soon as they obtained 
their rations of bread, they immediately 
ofiered a portion to the animal, who appeared 
grateful for the boon, and equally attached 
to the giver. They constantly spoke to their 
horses with the satbe familiarity as to intelli- 
gent beings. 

E 4 
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As we intend to quit this town for Prague 
in the course of a few days, you may ex- 
pect that my next letter will be dated from 
thence. 

I have the honour to be, &€. 
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Departure from Beblin.^^Fbjnzfomt qh 
THE Oder. — Melancholy Fate of LeopoU, 
Prince of Brunswick. — Silesia. — SagaXw 
-journey to Prague. — Remarks on Ac 
Country and its Inhabitants. 

Prague, October 1813, 

As far as the circumstances of the times 
would permit, our residence in Berlin was 
not unpleasant, and we quitted it with regret. 
Our journey lay through a rich and well cul- 
tivated country ; the road was good, and the 
following morning after our departure we. 
reached Frankfort on the Oder. 

This town is regularly built, but the streets 
though broad, are badly paved \ there is 
a spacious market-place and a good wooden 
bridge over the Oder. Near the latter stands 
a monument, by De Kleist, to the memory of 
Leopold, Prince of Brunswick, who was drown- 
ed near this spot in the noble act of endea^ 
vouring to rescue some of the inhabitants from 
^ w^teiy gr»ve^ Every spring and fall, the 
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Oder swells to such a height as to inundate 
the neighbouring country, and at the time 
we passed it, great tracts of land were under 
water. It was in one of thede spring-tides 
that the bridge was carried away, and numbers 
were precipitated into the flood ; the boat in 
which the Prince was attempting the rescue of 
some of these unhappy persons upset, and 
he unfortunately perished in his laudable 
efforts in the cause of humanity. 

The celebrated university, which was foun- 
ded here in 1506, is how removed to Berlin. 
We took up our quarters at the Drei Kronen 
which is a good inn ; there are two others, the 
Schwarze Adlei\ and die GoUene Sonne^ 
where, I understand, the accommodations are 
equally comfortable. 

Three great fairs are held here annually, 
which are much frequented by the Polish 
merchants. The objects worthy of attention 
are, the churches of St. Nicholas and St. Mary, 
the town-house, the barracks, and the me- 
morable spot where the great battle of Ku- 
nersdorf was fought, between the Prussians 
and Austfians, in 175&. When the French 
retired, in 1812, they destroyed a part of the 
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bridge, which they were busy in repairing 
when we passed through the town. 

We were much delighted with Silesia j the 
roads through it are tolerably good, the 
country is well cultivated, and the soil rich 
and productive. The peasants are generally 
tall, have a healthy appearance, and bear in 
their countenances the marks of comfort and 
content. Most of the peasants' houses are 
constructed of wood, with a kind of wooden 
gallery round them, which gives them a pictu- 
resque appearance. No small attention seemed 
to be bestowed on their gardens, which regal- 
ed the eye with abundaiil; crops of fruit, par- 
ticularly cherries, apples, gooseberries, and 
currants. 

We passed a range of mountains called the 
Riesengebiirge chain, which ofiers a variety 
of wild and magnificent views. The part of 
Silesia we passed had sufiered much from 
the French, particularly the town of Sagan^ 
which it was their intention to convert into 
a fortress \ they actually destroyed or burnt 
nearly the whole of the suburbs. This place 
is the capital of the principality of the same 
name, has a good palace, and carries on an 
extensive manufactory of cloth. We put up 
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at der Weisse Lowe, which is a respectable 
inn. 

We now entered Bohemia, which appears 
well cultivated ; at least if I may judge from 
the parts through which we passed on our 
way to Prague* The country is enclosed 
within lofty mountains, the soil k rich and 
abundant; the only absence of cultivation 
seems in the inhabitants themselves, who are 
Ux behind the Germans, both in the cleanliness 
of their houses and theii^ persons. They are 
generally dark in their complexions, and not 
of a very healthy appearance j the women 
ltre also mostly brunettes, and appeared more 
remarkable for gracefulness of manner than 
beauty of person. Their language, like the 
Moravian, bears a great resemblance to the 
Sclavonian ; German is, however, very gene- 
rally understood, particularly at the inns. 

The species of red wine, which is produced 
in the environs of Melnick, is of a superior 
quality, and in taste resembles Burgundy; 
the wine of Leitmeritz; is also pleasant, but 
far inferior to the other. In Bohemia there 
lire two fortresses, Joseph and Theresien-rStadt, 
which rank in the first order. 

We hs^ve now been two days in this place. 
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and lodge at der ErJsherzog KarU in the 
CarmeUtten'Strasse. It is reckoned the best 
inn in the town, and is conducted on a very 
extensive plan ; yet, like all the inns in Bo- 
hemia, it is at once expensive and uncleanly. 
Should you visit this town with an intention 
of making any stay, I would advise you, on 
your arrival at the inn, to come to terms with 
the landlord, as otherwise you will be exposed 
to much imposition. There is a good tabk-- 
d^hote at half past two o'clock, where many 
travellers, dine, and where we found the 
society respectable. I would recommend this 
place to you, as you will find the double ad- 
vantage of economy arid an opportunity of 
observing the manners of the country, as well 
as frequently of picking up much useftU and 
interesting information. Besides the inn here 
mentioned, there are two other cheaper and 
inferior ones ; das Rothe Horn and die Lmde. 
Prague is a large and well fortified town. 
The houses are high, but of antiquated archi- 
tecture ; the streets are broad and well paved, 
with the additional advantage of a side pave- 
ment. It contains a considerable number of 
diegant buildings, and its population is esti- 
mated at about 85,000« The place is divided 
into the old> the new, and the lesser town. 
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I do not imagine you will derive much 
profit or pleasure from a protracted stay in 
this place, and I shall hasten you on to Vienna. 
In my letter from that place, I shall have 
some particulars to give you of the buildings, 
&c. of Prague. Of the society of the town 
I know scarcely any thing, as all intercourse 
with the inhabitants is very limited, owing to 
the critical situation of the country. The 
scene of war is unfortunately in its neigh- 
bourhood ; and, of course, strangers are re* 
garded with a certain degree of suspicion. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER VII. 

Description of Phague, — MoTLAvid.^^MoMy 
of the Countn/. — Iglau. — Zitatm. — 
ViENNA.-^Hvnts to Visitants. 

VieoDa, October 1813. 

While at Prague, we visited the royal^ 
palaces which is an immense building, in a 
very superior style of architecture. To giv^ 
you an idea of its grandeur, it will suffice to 
mention, that it can boast of one hundred and 
forty-seven splendid apartments, and two 
noble ball-rooms, one of which is appropriated 
tp waltzing and the other to country dances. 
The palace of Lobkovitz, the hospital of the 
invalids^ the arsenal^ the university founded 
in 1347» the Jesuits' college, the bridge over 
the Muldaur which consists of twenty-four 
arches and is one thousand seven hundred 
feet in length, are all elegant structures, and 
wdOl worthy your attention. The gates of the 
town have an imposing appearance^ and pro- 
duce a very favourable impression on the 
mind of the traveller on his first entering the 
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place. There are about a hundred churches, 
some of which are very rich ; the most remark- 
able i» the cathedral of St. Veir, which is the 
burial-place of the kings, and which contains 
several relics of St. Nicholas, and of the holy 
cross. We also visited the palace of Tschernin ; 
it is of singular architecture, and has a good 
gallery of paintings. The ruins of Vischerod, 
which was once the splendid residence of the old 
Bohemian sovereigns, deserve a visit. Manu- 
factures of gloves, hats, lace, linen, ^nd steely 

are carried on here. The town has suffered 

• 

much from the devastations of war, but par* 
ticularly by the siege of Frederick the Grefit 

in 1757. 

The road from Prague to Vienna, like all 
the ro^ds of Austria, i^ excellent. The 
country of Moravia appeared to be no le^s 
fertile than Bohemia, to which, indieed, it 
bears a great resemblance in m^ny of its 
geiieral features* Though it i^ well culti* 
vated* yet the winei? produced are but pf an 
indifferent quality. There is a profusion of 
all kind^ of game, and every fai^ility is afforded 
for the. sp^rta of the cha$e. The inbabitaoto 
appeaired not «o well inforoied as the Bobe* 
Qiiacis: it 19 true they are ix^ defideot in 
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RDSpitiBlityt t^ut their ihanners are rough, and 
the common people seemed much addicted to 
the use of spirituous liquors. They have the 
iame sallow complexions as the Bohemian^ 
owing, I think, to their uncleanly habits and 
irregular mode of living, for the climate is ikr. 
from being in any degree unhealthy. This 
peasants who live on the farther side of the 
river Hanak are denominated Hanakers, and 
distinguished by a peculiarity 6f dress : the 
men wear veiy wide red leather small clothes^ 
with small round liats ; and the women red 
stockings, which give them a singular ap^ 
pearance; The capital is Briinn, and the 
principal fortress Olmiitz^ which is kept in 
excellent orden 

We found specie exceedingly scarce, ai 
well in Bohemia and Moravia as in Austria 
itself; nothing «is to be procured but paper 
moneys, called eM^sung^^eine. When on the 
frontiers bf the Austrian dominions, you Will 
do well to convert only as much specie into 
paper money as is wanting for your journey 
to the capital, as you will find on your arrival 
at Vienna that you can procure full twenty 
per cent, more for your specie than the post* 
masters will allow you for it on the rofbd. 

VOL. I. F 
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The cinrreot money is the fldkin^if sistyicjmit-' 

xer^ tind the kreutzer^f l!lmr fenningB ; thb 

rixdoUar m Yienna viAmi ^oiie floim «Dd ii 

half m specie. The €nliaBge on IBn^aiiA 

ib variable^ andt herefore Jen mufit^tekAn^ 

a favourable opportunity of negocistii^. Oii 

our arrival ^e found that the pound uteriiHg 

fv^s worth eleven florins, aad it is now i^4i^ 

fourteen and a half. Excuse me for isog^ 

gesting alxother friendly piece of advice ^ ^tf 

you get letters of credit, lake them, if ftM^ 

iMe, either on 'OeifmtUkr, ilep'tz and O^^ 

« Jmttfht amd Co. These boikses wiU gi^ 

you tMte for a pound sterling than the hM»l|^ 

o£Fr'^e andCa.j which is too ricli to isitfmtf 

to such trifles. I know it «s a fact, tlm 

sevend nMxlemen now here, who bad letters 

of Cfisdit on that house, cBd not get as much 

for the pound sterling, as those who^lmd 

credit on the houses before ia^iftioned. As 1 

kn0w you wish to travel ecionoiHiically, I shai) 

tnke care to dfop such o<»Mirional hints as 

experience has convinced 'me- will be of UKs 

to yoQ. 

BoBtiDg in the Ansfrion Kates isweil cttdtfrdd 
afeid^eapeditious : fyv eaich hof«e We fM ow 
ftnin fifteen •kreutsersffyertniie; fbom'iMWtfn 



to feity kreu^n to the postilion, according 
as Iftiey deserved it ; and t weiity4bur kr^utzers 
for isdmiereUf or greasing the wheds. I am 
infermed, that in Hungary the Tate is only 
one florin, wit^ from twelve to thirty krent^ 
zera for the post-boy, and fifteen for the article 
of 4ch9meren, when you find your own mate-^ 
nals.^ Ijnust not foiget to tell you that we 
passed'the celebrated inn, situated near the 
public f oad between Kolia and Hanian, where 
Frederick- the Great was -stationed to observe 
the famous and memorable battle fought theie 
between the Austrians under Marshal Daun, 
and llie JPmssians under his own command. 
The marks of the cannon balls were still visi- 
Ue on the walls of this building, a proof how 
much the life of this great monarch was at that 
moment exposed. 

We stopped a short time at Iglau, a small 
old town in Moravia, situated on the river of 
the same name ; it is badly built and thinly 
inhabited^ but remarkable for the mines in 



* It may opFPar ajtnfliag drcumitance to aientioiv but 
I would advise jqu to provide your own greflie for the 
jrheeli ; this article is often very scarce on the road, and 

the charge enormous. 

r2 
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its neighbourhood. W^ took up our quartev^ 
at the post-house^ a tolerably good inn. We 
stopped also at Znaym^ a considerable town,, 
situated on the Teya» but badly built ; the 
houses in the market-place are all constructed 
with colonnades, and ni one of tliese, which wa» 
the post-house, we put up at during our stay^ 
and found, the inn tolerably well kept. This 
is the last town on the frontiers^ of Austria : 
the Chartreuse, an old palaee^ and the abbey 
of Luka, m^rit the notice of the traveller^ 
On quitting this place we had a view to the 
left of the mountains which divide Austria 
from Styria, and which sweep in long pei'spec- 
tive to the south east* 

On our arrival at Vienna we drove to the 
hotel die Kaiserinn von Oestrekh / it has the 
reputation of being the first .in the city, but 
i^rom experience I can assure you that it is 
at once the dearest and the least remarkable 
for cleaaiiness of any in the place. In. prefe- 
nsnce ta.this I. would advise you to put up. 
at die MUUeriscfie Gebaude, on the Mother 
Tbor; it is a large building, superior i^ 
comfbrt and accommodation to - the other 
hotel, and has the ad vantage of standing in a 
more airy situation^ while at the same time it 
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leommands some very fine views.* It is at pre- 
sent kept by an Englishwoman, who is very at- 
tentive to the comforts of her visitants. The 
der R&misehe Kaiser^ at the Freiung, is a rea- 
sonable hotel, with a well served restaurateur 
belonging to the same establishment Besides 
this you will find 8evd:til other good restau- 
rateurs ; among the best is Rothmann in the 
Kibmtner Strasse^ where you may dine very 
well at the moderate price of from two to 
four florins, and have a dioice of dishes. 
There is another good house of this kind 
kept' by Wiegmemn in Smger-gassej and 
one by Paris in the Herren-gasse ; the latter 
in particular keeps an excellent table.f I 
find that the most comfortable way of living 
here is to hire private lodgings. If you in- 
tend to mix much in society, you would do 
well to fix your residence,during the winter sea- 

V 

» . 

* Travellers who Ukeup their residence here willdo 
weUi to guard their serrantis against leaving open the 
doors> &c. as the building is large, and robberies live 
often committed without the means of detection. 

f It may prove an additional recommendation to the 
Ion vvottfit to know that this man was Cook to Count JKraneis 
PaU^ — ys a nobleman well known as a votary to the art 
of epicurism/ 
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son at once more comfortable and mo^e reamn* 
nable^ either ia the KMrnb^er Strasse, or the 
Graberif Kohlgraben^ otUerren-gasse^ as these 
are within the circle of the fashionable world ; 
but if it is your intention to live retired, I ad- 
vise you to chuse the suburbs, where the aparlb^ 
ments are cheaper ^n those in town. Die 
I^opoldstadtis the most agreeable and fashion- 
able of all the suburbs } you will find it both 
pleasant and convenient to breakfast at home 
and dine at the restaurateurs. To guard yoa 
against being imposed upon, I will give you 
some idea of the price of ^lartments in the 
streets abovementioned : for a first floor, con- 
sisting of three rooms, including a room for a 
servant, we paid at the rate of from two kun* 
dred to two hundred and sisty florins per 
month. As most of the valets-de-place are 
but little trustworthy, it would be advisable 
to hire a servant with a good recommendation 
lor the time ^ou stay there* 
. Anothtf hint I would wiirii yota to pay attes* 
tion to. I have been given to understand that 
the ladies in the fai^hionable circles of Vienfia 
measure their degrees o^ attention and polite* 
nest towards a focagner by the ^ality of his 
carriage, footmen, and livery, and by the cir- 
cumstance of the fashiofiableness or unfashion* 



abl^ness of the street he lives in ; therefore you 
must be more than usually attentive in your 
selection of that which is here considered of 
90 much importance I recommend you to 
hire a carriage from Jofiksji^ whq lives at J'ltr 
4inrPlats^ ^n4 accomn^pdates the ^lost dja(in- 
g^^ed for^jguecs in tl^ii^ way. T^e him, all 
^ §11^ \ifi is tolerably hones,t, and furnisl\ed us 
wif;^ % carriage,^ ti^o ^opd horses^ aiv4 a 
coachman respectably equipped, at the rate 
of bne hundred and eighty florins a month. 
If you wjlsh to have a new carriage^ the ex- 
pettse is two huadred florins a month ; but 
Aeidd yoo preftr your own carriage, ^nd take 
%tify two hiN«oft a^d a coachman, the expense 
<wfil be from one hummed and twefity ifx mm 
Imorfred and foi^ty florins a mottth* hfi lAie 
p^v^ment in ^i^noa i% miserably badi and the 
«6aie^mQii exceedingly stupid, I would not 
advise you to use your ovnl tfavelUog oarriage, 
aatiiedilbrence if but trifliiBg; and should 
wy accident happen to ycwc own vehicle, yon 
^TMld And it diflk)ult to have it well repaired 
a||ain in this plaoei^ 

In my next kttef I sludl afctempi to gilie 
you some idea of the maimopf and soeietj ef 

this town* 

y4 
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LETTER VIII. 

Sodeiy of Vienna.— Prince de Ligne.^^Engr. 
lish in Vienna. — Count Ester hazy.— LeU 
ters of Recommendation, Tfieatres. — Balls. 
'T^Grand Concert. — The Empress. - Generdl 
Oskrmann.^' Battle of Leipsfg. Climate. 

ft 

Vieppa, February 1814. 

Mt Stay in Vienna has, I tru9t, bt^ii 8CE& 
fipient to enable me to fulfil the. premise I 
made you in my last. I have seen most of 
the society tp which fpr^gners are admitte4f 
owing in part to my letters of intrpductipOf 
mnd partly to the kindness of spme^^ng^9Il 
sobleinen/ who did me the honpiir to intro^ 
duce me to some families which they visited* 
But after all,* I must confess that society here 
18 of rather a limited description* . You will na* 
torally inquire, with some surprise, what cfin b« 
the cause of this 1! I attribute it, ifi soirie tnei^* 
>9are, to the avaricious disposition of eeftain 
€f the more wealthy families, ^ho are very 
indifferent ^ to strangers, except ' when their 
is concerned ; while certain pf heir fami- 
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)i&s are averse. to be put out of tbeii^ usual 
mode and routine of living. 

The most welcome reception we met with 
was from some Polish families of distinctioa 
iresident here, who are very attentive and 
Ibospitable to foreigners, and particularly to 
the English, If the traveller weie allowed 
to form an opinion of the Polish ladies; 
from those who are this winter the life and 
ornament of the society of Vienna, . I am 
rare he would pronounce that they are n6t 
only handsome, but possess the most amia* 
|)le and prepossessing manners. The Coun* 
tess Rosaly, who resides at the Jacober Hqffl 
kedps the best society in town : I had the 
honour of visiting her at least once a week; 
and found her as sensible as she is handsome* 
I was some weeks ago present at a masked 
ball which she gave '; it was a most delightful 
party, and several of the characters wens 
admirably supported, particularly the part of 
a country-girl, which was sustained with 
much humour by the Countess 4^omar, a 
very amiable' and handsome Polish lady; 
who, as well as the Princess Lieubomirska^ 
yrefe very attentive to English travellers. 

1% .trofthy Prince de higat has much of 
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tibe gaiet|r of twentj under < tfae buithen of 
fourscore ; ' he is the onmmeiit of society 
c£ which no one is more distinguished for 
politeness and ai&bilit j ; in a word, he is tiM 
most accomplished nobleman of this eouit. 
He keeps aa open house erery evening en 
tiie Sehotten Bastejf^ and his parties generaHy 
last ftom nine to midnight.. Thoogh the 
house he occupies is very small, yet most ef 
tiM English ef rankt and traveUers of dis« 
ttnction from every nation, even Grert^s Bet 
excepted, assemble there; a supper fbr ten 
to twelve persona ie r^ularly served at eleven 
o*ckx:k, and at this confined table I have mere 
than once seen much bustle and squeevng; 
Such is hie kindness and hospitality towards 
strangers, that should he hear of the at rival ^ 
any distinguished traveller, he will send him 
a general invitation to join his evening par* 
ties, during his stay in town. Of this libefal 
and generous disposition I had the honour to 
receive a personal proof. A ball was given 
during the carnival by the Russian ambassa- 
dor. Count Stachelberg, to whicb^ as I had 
not been regularly introduced to his excd- 
lency, I of course had no invitation. The 
Prince heard of this circumstaoee, and very 



kindly offered to introduce me himself, which 
he did the following Monday* I had that 
day the honour of dining with him ; after 
which he had the kindness to Introduce me to 
the ambaiwdor at th# l«^6r, wfakh was held 
that evening previous to the Wednesday 
on which the halt was to take place.'*' Hit 
daughters, the Frincesa Clare, the Baroness 
Sprigel, and CouMas* JhMy, are most amia- 
ble and agreeable kudiM} hf#grsmfeon Count 
Qare is a welt informed nobTeman; The old 
princess generally sfts very quiet at a small 
table, working embroidery,, and seldom takes 
an active part in the conversation, the great- 
est share of which was monopolized by the 

Countess Pal— — y» and a Mde. Odo 1, 

an adopted child o£ the pvince : the first had 
a due share of wit and satire, the other of 
afiectation. 

It was at one q£ these parties that the fol- 
lowing Jeio'-^tf^rtl were haactad i^ut, the au« 
thor of which wam at that moment supposed 
to form one of the company. 

* This ami&ble prince died in I815* His loss will 
throw a gloom over the society of Vienna, and will be 
dncerely felt by trarellers of all nations. 
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L€ Tkermomeire de Bonaparte. 

Les alli^i i soixante-dix degr^s. 

Lei AngloU au point fixe. 

L'Empereur Napoleon i la tempftte* 

Le f^nat au d^geL 

Le corps l^gislatif en debacle. 

Let mar^chaux au tempfo^. 

Les armies i tons Tents. 

Le tr68or public i s6ro. 

Le peuple au trds ^ec. 

L'enthousiasme public k dix degres . 

Au-dessous de ziro. 

Le Jardin de France, 

On a replant^ les lis en France, 
Le s^nat en est le jardinier ; 
^S*ils ne sont pas en abondance, 
Ce n'est pas faute de fumier. 

Le Testament de Bonaparte, 

Je Mgue aux enfers mbn g^me^ 
Mes esploito aux avanturiers ; 
A mes partisans Tinfftniie: 
Le grand livre ^ mes cr^anciers : 
Aux Francis Fhorreur de mes crimes ; 
Men exemple & tous les Tynms ; 
La France k ses rois Mgitimes, 
Et Hdpital it. mes parens. 
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AJm Vaiedt 
tJn Corse ambitieux d'une audace profonde^ 
A regn^ trop long-terns, pouir le malheur du moode ^ 
Eley^ par le crime au rang des Empereurs^ 
Son r6gne d'un moment fiiC un mdcle d*henreiii«. 
Depuis le jour fatal oil ton. bras parricide 
Enfonga dans nos coeurs, le poignard homkide. 
Jour de deuiJ, qui devroit nous le rendre odieux^ 
Ce monstre k chaque instant devint plus furieux i 
Que de maux 11 a fait \ ma triste patriel 
li voos a bien pani de votre Idolatries 
Vous« Frangoia^ enhrr^s de ses saoglants exploit^ 
£e vil usarpateur du sceptre de nos rois, 
Vous promit le bonbeur. — ^11 comble vos mi&eres^ 
II a fait massacrer vos enfans et vos frdres, 
Le cruel a chang^ Tempire le plus bean, 
£n un champ de carnage, en unvaste tombeaai 
Nob hameaux sont en pleurs, nos campagnes deserl€sik 
Qui pourrait retracer nos malheurs et nospertes? 
Sa rage immolant tout a son barbare orgueil^ 
II fit g^mir la France et larcowirrit de deuiL 
O reine des cit^s, qui trompait sa jactance, 
Toi, dont raveuglement fit toute sa puissance 
Ouvre les yeux enfin, et punis ses forfaits, 
lie monde attend de toi le repos et la paix. 
II ne aauroit jouir de ce bonheur supreme. 
Taut que ton oppresseur souille le diad^me : 
Ose te declarer contre ton assassin^ 
• L'^temel enn^mi de t(M le genre humamt 
Eappelle dans tes murs ton prince legitime ; 
Ainsi toi, qui Touvrir, tu vas fermer Fabime, 
Mettre un terme pour nous -i de trop longs malheurs t 
j^insi tu vas tarir la source de nos pleurs. 



You are anxious that I i^ould inform you 
of all the particulars respecting the manner 
in which your countiymeo pass their time at 
the .difl^reot fSiMsm we lou^. The TqUow- 
ing is an outline tif'tiie phiBi if mdeod so^mve 
a word as fUm may with propriety be tised 
on sUch an occasion : the morning is spent in 
viewing the cunosyities of the towu» ,aiid/4]i 
such objects, either of OMinii&cUue jor n^ ar* 
chitec^ure, as we best worthy of 1^ travel- 
ler's attention ; after having thus fAUtd the 
Uons during the day^ they either assemble at 
the Prince de Ligne'a in the evening, or vi9it 
some of the cirdes of the Folbh ladies befbae- 
metittoned. 

I was several timei at the tea parties given 
by Count £sterhazy» in the Krugisr iSasgfif 
which wei^ras iSgiieeable as they were ^leqt ; 
and during tbe oamivai be enlivened Mciety 
with~ a ma^ed ball once a week, whidi was 
crowded with all the fashion and elegance pf 
Vienna. ^ At one of these parties we adn^j^^ 
the grace and spirit with wlueh tbe jPolJsh 
Prince Potdki and the Rusrian Pkiacess Ba- 
gration danced the Cossadc daiice^the'figdres 
of which were as novel a$the steps were en* 
rious# A Miss Fraser, the daiighter of an 
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Ei^Ush k(fyt mlmhm been some*time a 
deat here, donoed another Cossack danoe, 
in Ibe :fall trostome Mf£ these nortiiero svar-» 
riitaB^ and if the graceAtisess of this tedbf 
doiildnotrivaHhat of the Russian princess, at 
least she did not yield to her in point of ^va» 
city. Ihdeed, so lapertly did she flourish *the 
€k»uiok whip, that many of the company near 
her were yery fedii^ly otmvinced of the 
^rit and efficacy of the performance. The 
Gotmt'a &mily occupies a very splendid hot^ 
furnished in the most costly stile ; the Count* 
ess is a lady of great elegance of person and 
of very fascinating' manners. The Duchesa^sf 
Sagan, a lady not less distinguished for «hef ^ 
beauty than her amiable manners and ease of 
address, bad a chrcle of fsishionables every 
evening ; her parties were certainly the moM 
^reeablein Vienna, and though several of the 
prudes of this city thought themselves justified 
in eritieizing some ladies 'who were admitted 
diere, yet, I own, I am not disposed to be be so 
(tettsotiotts. I leaveit to others to judge if the 
Countess F- » "S was more fond of EngUdx 
^« of Austrian society, or whether Madame 
F--«««*«*-«^i wasa prude ornot: these are qiies^ 
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tions of far too delicate a nature for me to 
termine ; 1 am content to doufine my observant 
tions to subjects of a more homely and plod^ 
ditig nature^ subjedtd that may be practicaHy 
useful to yourself, should you intend to visit 
Vienna. 

Such was the agreeable society which I here 
found ; and I have dwelt thus minutely oH ^ 
the subject, in order that you may see the 
necessity of being prepared with letters of re- 
commendation to some of these respectable 
fsimilies. 

And here, Sir, let me tell you a secret i 
many recommendations, which sound, very 
well in London, will be of little use to ypU 
when you come here ; I know this by e)cpe< 
rience, I obtained a letter from a nobleman td 
the Prince of , who was at the head quar- 
ters of the Emperor; on presenting my letteiv 
Lwas received by the Princess, who, with seve--^ 
ral oth«r ladies and gentlemen were engaged 
in the laudable occupation of making lint for 
the wounded soldiers. The room into which 4t 
was ushered was a very elegant kind of saloon^ 
at one end of which stood a magnificent bed i 
I was not a little surprised that a princess should 
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receive company in her bed-roora in an even* 
ing ; however, such wad hej; taste. The no- 
bleman who gave me the letter had, when he 
visited Vienna, borne a different title from that 
he does at present, and the alteration seemed 
to puzzle the princesi^ most woefully, who ob- 
served, that Englishmen changed their names 
so oflen it was impossible to know them 
again, and concluded with affecting not to 
recollect the nobleman's present name, inti- 
mating at the same time that she lived very 
retired. I prudently took the hint, and never 
returned to the mansion again ; but tlie fact 
is, that the family here alluded to is by no 
means remarkable for its attention to the 
English; 

In additioh to the information I have given 
you abovCj I must not forget to mention that 
the Countess Zichy, daughter to the Mare- 
schal Ferary^ gives parties Once a week, 
.which cannot fail of being agreeable, since 
.they are attended by the Countess Julia 
Zichy, one of the handsomest women in 
Vienna, and the Countess Sophia Zichy, one 
of the most accomplished ; indeed, they 
are both ladies of very superior talents : the 
foraier excels in a genius for poetry, and 

VOL. I. G 
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the latter in a taste for music. The Prince 
Stahrenberg, formerly ambassador at the GO^rt 
of Great Britain, is also unremitting in bis at^ 
tention to foreigners, and particularly to the 
English. We had the honour of dining with 
him, and were charmed with his delightful 
family; they are all versed in the English 
language, particularly the Countess his daugh- 
ter, who speaks it with the ease and fluen* 
cy of a native. To the attracticMis of beauty 
this amiable lady unites the charms of su- 
perior mental accomplishments. Nor must I 
omit to mention the Count Francis FkHy, 
who is well known for the splendid entertain- 
ments he gives to foreigners, among whom 
the English do not hold the last place} I 
had the honour of dining several times at hi^ 
house, and always met most of the English 
of distinction there* Although I know you 
care little about good dinners, yet let me 
recommend you not to fail being introduced 
to this nobleman, as be is famed for his hos- 
pitality. 

There are besides many dinner parties 
given daily by a number of barons and 
counts, with whom this city abounds, 
too nunierous to particularize, even if I 
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had ndt already indulged in these detkils^ I^ 
feit, to a tedious degree of minuteness. But, 
as I said before, provided you have letters to 
some of the families I have enumerated, yod 
will find it no difEcult matter to get intro- 
duced to the rest of the fashionable wbrld. 

The ladies hei-e, and particularly the Polish^ 
are very fond of tales of wonder. It is no 
doubt froiii the encouragement and patronage 
given by these ladieik, thatt Wieland, and many 
other Writers, have met with such success* 
The Prince de Ligne did not seem to take 
less interest in such stories, nor wa^ he less 
an adept in relathag them, and giving their 
full effect to ghbstly adventures.* Amof^ 
other amusements which will astonish the 
gravity ot Englishmen, Was a species of lot* 
tery, at the Countess Rosalie's, at the Jaco^ 
ber Hofi where it was at the optiop of each 
individual to put in some article, which when 
drawn out, should it chance to fall to the lot 
of any person to whom it was the least appro- 
priate, caused no small diversion. The Mar- 

* I never heard whether Mohk Lewis's Tales have 
been translated into German ; if they have not, it would 
be a good speculation for some publisher to fUmisfa these 
VtSieB wkh them iti'thenr native langu^ef. 
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quis de Boney, now French ambassador it 
Copenhagen, was not a little celebrated for 
his extempore verses on each lot that w^s^ 
drawn, and which were sometimes very 
d'prapos. 

The long winter evenings were occasionally 
enlivened by private theatricals, at which the 
Prince de Ligne, in spite of his great age, 
acted the part of a lover, with all the tender- 
ness, and with as fine-drawn sighs, as an 
innamarato of eighteen, while the Russian 
Princess R-— y returned his vows with equal 
fervency. The game of Jeu de mots was also 
frequently adopted to fill up the languid 
hours of the evening ; but this, except by 
a few sighing swains, was found to be exceed- 
ingly tedious, or, to use the language of the 
day, a monstrous bof^e^ 

I was not forgetful of the old adage, 
< when at Rome do lis Rome does,' and 
therefore I joined with all possible glee in 
amusements that will make you smile. 
Among other pastimes, no small favourite 
was a kind of pantomimic representation of 
some remarkable scene in the ancient mytho- 
logy. The subject was first agreed upon, as 
in the game of French proverbs, and the 
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company was to find out what scene was re- 
presented, and if it eluded their ingenuity, 
they were condemned in their turn to enter- 
tain the spectators. A description of one of 
these feats will serve to give you an idea of 
the rest. The story of Diana and Actaeon 
was cast as follows: the Russian . Princess 
Sar— y took the part of Diana, the Ho- 
nourable Mr. L acted the character of 

her lover, while the Prince de Ligne sup- 
ported the character of Actaeon with great 
spirit ; he gave his transformation into a stag 
with considerable e£^t, and I contented my- 
self in the humble capacity of one of the 
pack 'which pursugd him, which both myself 
and three other gentlemen did on all fours, 
to the no small amusement of the rest of the 
party. 

The theatres here are well attended, and 
the music and performances very good* The 
best is the theatre on the Wien, which posr 
sesses by far the most complete orchestra 
and the best display of scenery. The Burg 
2Vieatre ranks the first in tragic and comic 
performances. The theatre at the JKamtner" 
Thar . has a yery noble and well coadjacte4 

• G -3 > . 
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orchestra; on common nights they perform 
comedies and operatic pieces, but two ev§n^ 
ings in the week are set apart for Italian 
operas. Kasper's, in the Leopold Stadti, is 
famous for burlesque operas and broad faroes. 
The most fashionable is the theatre on the 
Wierit but Kasper's is the most frequented^ 
particularly by the bourgeqis. The great fault 
I had to find with all the theatres here is, 
that they are badly lighted, particularly that 
at the Burg. The prices for all these amuse^ 
ments are very reasonable ; the pit . CQ9tf^ 
scarcely a florin, and for a box for seven pec-; 
sons, in the first tier of the. iheatce on the 
Wietif we paid only seven florins in paper^^ 
or about half a guinea English* 

There are several public balls euery Suaday; 
evening, many of which are very well atteodn 
ed, particularly those at the Salle d'Apalhn, 
and at the R&m$che Kaiser. These balls ajre 
never frequented by ladies of distinction, or 
character, but only by the bourgeomew We viit 
sited the masked balls, which are very agroese 
bly conducted ; they begin at eleven o'clocki 
* and break up at about six in the morning* Mosli 
of the ladies go unmasked, apd I amsbrig^ tQ 
add that these entertainments are attended as 
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well by ladies of distinction as by those of in- 
ferior rank, and afibrd but too wide a field for 
mischief and intrigue* The saloons are. well 
lighted, and the music excellent ; and as I 
know you admire waltzing, you will here see 
it in its highest perfection. The nights that the 
<^urt attends the society is more select, and 
the rooms more splendidly lighted and more 
superbly decorated. On one of these occasions 
we were present with a Hungarian nobleman^ 
who is a chamberlain of his majesty. Among 
Other things, he told us that the Emperor is 
known to have an uncommon good memory : 
that being one day on duty at his majesty's 
apartments, he had to announce an Hqnga- 
rian nobleman, whose name was so very 
difficult to recollect, that at the nK>ment 
it escaped his memoiy ; the Emperor imme^ 
diateiy observed, ^ how cm you forget to 
^ announce our old friend, who was here 
< only three years ago?* and immediately 
addressed him by Qame. 

Speaking with the same nobleman respdct- 
ii^ the young Prince of Parma, he told us 
that many anecdotes concerning him are ia 
<^i:c«i]ation among the inhabitants, for the 
trotfa of which, however, he would not vo<icb. 
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Among others it is said that when the Prince 
de Ligne, one of the imperial marshals, was 
introduced to young Napoleon, he observed 
rather archly, * de grdccy mon Prince^ etes^ 

* *oous un des marSchatuv qui ont traki mon 

* pere f* On another occasion, remarking an 
elegant sword worn by an English nobleman 
at the levee, he laid his hand upon it, saying, 

* Milord^ combien de Francois avez-vous tu6 
^ avec ce sabre ? ' 

On the 11th of October, 1818, we were 
present at the concert given at the Royal 
Riding School, at Joseph Platz^ by the Phi* 
lanthropic Society. The orchestra was very 
powerful, being composed of about seven 
hundred musicians, while the choir consisted 
of about two hundred performers of both 
sexes. They gerfbrmed the * Creation^ of 
Haydn in a very superior style. It was cal- 
culated that there were more than teti thou- 
sand spectators present on this interesting 
occasion, among whom were the most distinr 
guished families of Vienna and its peighbour- 
hood, and all the foreigners in the place. It 
was for the benefit of the wounded soldiers, 
and the widows and orphans of those whp 
fell in the battles of their country j the pricg 
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pf the gallery or boxes was six florins^ the 
pit five, and the upper gallery two florins. I 
feel myself perfectly inadequate to give you 
any just idea of the power and overwhelming 
magnificence of the music j one strong imr 
pression it left on my mind, and that was the 
.degree of perfection to which this divine art 
has been carried in this country. The Em- 
press, on her entrance, was received with thun- 
ders of applause ; and manifested in a very 
graceful manner her sense of the reception 
she met with, and of the pleasure she felt 
in the enthusiastic plaudits of so vast an 
audience. Her majesty was accompanied by 
):he Countess O'Donnell, first lady of hpnour ; 
and I had afterwards the pleasure of visiting 
this lady, who communicated to me many 
traits of the great benevolence that distinguish- 
ed her majesty's character : she appears to hate 
show and pomp, and scarcely lets a day pass 
unmarked by some act of charity . or some 
office of benevolence. 

The Emperor was absent at the head of his 
armies : his august presence was the only 
honour wanting to complete the magnificence 
^i the spectacle. 

The Russian general. Count Von Oster- 
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man, who in conjunction with the RusBian 
guards made so gallant a defence of Prague 
against the French, and «rho lost bis aitn on 
tkit memorable day, was welcomed with loud 
peals of applause, which he received with 
great modesty and acknowledged in the 
most unafhcted manner* 

From the description here given, you will 
natursdly be led to imagine that all was very 
gay and pleasant at Vienna *, yet the not far 
distant scene of warfare contributed to throw 
a damp over the festivities of the place, and 
on more than one occasion, I thought 
I could obeerve that gaiety sat with a very 
bad grace on many a countenance, and 
that not a few affected to be cheerful whose 
hearts were labouring under very different 
emotions i indeed, how could it be otherwise, 
when many had their fathers, others their 
Bonn and relations, in the field, and in arms 
against a foe whose power they had bef<H*e 
been taught to dread. But these feelings 
were in some measure relieved, by die girite* 
ful intelligence of the glorious victory ob* 
tained' at Lejpisigf the news of Jwhich was 
brought by the Count Woyna» He made hiji 
entry into the town, preceded by fifty avanU 
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couriers^ who announced the joyous fTdiDgs 
they brought by the blowing of horns and 
the cracking of whips, sounds that were as 
loudly answered by the cheering shouts of 
the inhabitants. Several noblemen had re- 
ceived notice of his arrival, and had pro- 
ceeded some distance from the town to meet 
him, so that the whole cavalcade formed a 
most imposing appearance. The garrison and 
the militia were all under arms, and had been 
drawn out to receive them. They rode 
direct to the imperial palace to announce 
their message, and present their dispatch to 
the Empress in due form. During the whole 
day tbe town was nothing but joy and bois- 
terous merriment; but these feelings were 
soon checked by the consideration that the 
victory h^ been dearly purchased by the fat9 
of so many gallant men. 

The climate of Vieqpa, though variable, 
is both healthy and pleasant. The summers , 
in Austria are delightful, with but little 
rain ; the winters however are changeable ; 
many days in January were cjuite warm and 
genial, when on a sudden the wind would 
(Change, it grew instantly pold^ ^nd heavy 
f^ls of snow succeeded, 
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The immediate vicinity of the town abounds 
with game of all kind, particularly hates^ of 
which I saw a great number sporting in the 
field, even close to the fauxbourgs. Hunting 
forms a favourite amusement of the Austrian 
nobility ; but it has not as yet reached that 
p<^nt of perfection which an English kports-^ 
man would require. 
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LETTER IX. 

Churches oj Vienna.— -Palaces and pubSe 
Buildings. — The Prater. — Gardens qfpubUe 
Resort. — Schonbrunn. — Environs qf 
Vienna. — Conversation with a Banker.^^ 
Anecdote of the Tysoljsse. — The Emperor. 

yiennai March 1814. 

I WILL now fulfil my promise, and give 
you a description of the city of Vienna* 
It stands on. the site of the ancient Vendo^ 
bona, and is situated on the confluence of 
the rivers Danube and Wien, on a plain 
which stretches to some distance on th^ 
north of the Danube, pleasingly variegated 
with hills and wood to the south and 
west The streets are generally narrow 
and dirty, and are deficient of that grieat 
accommodation, a side pavement. The most 
handsome among the streets are the Herren 
Gasse, which is lined with elegant mansions, 
the Kohlgraben, the Graben, and the KamU 
ner Strasse. The two last of these street^ 
contain the most splendid shops in Vienna, 
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and form the great lounge^ between twelve 
and two o'clock, for the ^^ - land elegatit 
company of the places It Vooid fill a small 
volume tagive a mhmte detail bf all the grand 
buildings and establishments that adorn this 
capital ; I shall content myself with describing 
a few of the principal. Among the churches, 
the cathedral of St. Stephen is the most con- 
spicuous. It is built of free stone, after the 
model of St. Peter's at Rome^ and contains 
thfity-eight altars; the spire has a remark- 
able inclination towards the north, and dbes 
xot by any means impress th4 spectator with 
ztt idea of its security. When you Visit thit 
temple, do not farl to notice a very fin^ 
Sj&De Homo from the hand of Cof ^egio^ as well 
M the magnificent oo^umiis o£ tfbe high altar, 
andtbe tombs of Freiderick and PrinceEugetie. 
We were particularly fortunate in seeing 
this temple splendidly lighted up dkiring the 
hckf wedki when the bishdp and all ikt 
ciergy went in< grand procession. During tbni 
psriod all die churchy are open the whole dayv 
aiad t^e inhabitants arC' continually flocking 
from one- ch<iR?ch' to aniDthefr- I am soi^ry to 
^, that' such a ctegt^&of decoram ilt not 
livi^s^s'observed'on ib&ae^Kscmff^ 
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worship require, and that an English noUe-^ 
man, whom I accompanied thither, bad his 
pockets picked of a valuable snuff-box. 

The churches of St. Michael and St. Au- 
gustin, in the latter of which are the tombs 
6f Field-marshal Daun and Van Swisten, are 
worthy of your attention; as is also the charch 
of the Capucins, which contams tl^ monu* 
ments of the Austrian princes. St. Rupert» 
too, deserves a visit, as a curious piece of an^ 
tiquity, and St. Charles, from the elegance 
of its architecture. After the Burg, or ]m» 
perial palace, which is one of the finest build* 
ings in the town, the other pieces of arcbi^ 
tecture best deserving your notice are the 
palace of the princes, the imperial chancerf; 
the extensive hospital, the mint, the museum, 
the bank, and the custom-house. Nor must 
you neglect the imperial and the cMzens^ 
arsettal; in the latter you are shewn the head 
of Kara Mustapha, a grand Vkcer, who was 
taken at the siege of Belgrade, and strangled 
in a very ivaamiBffj way on that otzcasianw 

The imperial library is a noble establi^ 
ment ; it is rich in literary curiosities, con- 
iaiifing from, five to six; thpusahcl VoIumes> 
the productions of the presses of the fifteenth 
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century, a considerable number of valuabfd 
manuscripts, and a very extensive collection 
of modern literature. Here also you will 
admire the celebrated dock, constructed on 
the principles of the perpetual motion. It is 
said the French intended to carry this oflj 
as one of the spoils of their triuiiiph, and 
were only deterred by the difficulty of con- 
veying it away. The cabinet of medals is 
abo exceedingly rich. I must not fail to 
acquaint you that, besides the national mu- 
seum, there are many private collections of 
natural history, which are extremely valuable^ 
and which in some places would be consider-^ 
c4 as worthy of the name of national trea-» 
sures. 

Among the palaces of the nobility, the 
most remarkable are that of the Prince Lich^ 
tenstein, which boasts a very choice coUec-- 
tion of paintings, and those of thie Princes 
Esterbazy, Stahrenberg, and Rosomowi^y.* 
In addition to these may be mentioned the 
noble mansions of Prince Lobkowitz, Count 
Friese, and the archbishop. 



* The author ii sorry to learn, that a part of the pt^ 
lace belonging to the latter was lately destroyed by 
fire» 
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Th^ iodperial riding-school is esteemed one 
of th6 finest in Europe, and it is here that the 
great concerts are usually given. Nor must 
I omit the barracks, the military academy, 
and the ' schools of medicine and surgery. 
The Wchitecture- of the grand chancery of 
the empire is much esteemed for its elegant 
and tasteful design, land not much inferior 
in splendour are the chanceries of Austria 
and Bohemia, and that ^of the war depart- 
ment. ^ The gymnasium, the academy of the 
fine arts, and the university, founded in 136^, 
must not be neglected. Vienna can boast of 
many fine squares: der Joseph* s Flatz is 
the most conspicuous, it is ornamented 
with a fine equestrian statue Of Joseph the 
Second, by the celebrated Zauner ; but seve« 
ral others are adorned with beautiful foun- 
tains : the most remarkable are that by Don- 
ner in cfer Neue Markt, that at the Hohen 
Markt^ and the new fountain in Ffanci&caner 
Platz. 

The manufactories of this placle are in a 
tolerably flourishing condition, and deserve 
the ti&veller*s attention, particularly those of 
ribbanfdis, ^silk; silvei: lace, &c. and above all 
that for imperial porcdain. 
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The walks and rides about YieiiBa ar« rery 
numerous: the most frequented is the bas- 
tioD^ which lies between the Kamtner and the 
fiurg'Thor / from the hours of twelve till 
two on a Sunday it is crowded y^ith the ga/ 
and the fashicmaUe. The usual hour ^ dill- 
ner is between two and three o'clock, so th4t 
tbe^ inhal^itants flock out in the afternoon, and 
then the Prater is the attractive ftfomfenade 
for all the elegance and beauty of Yi&nna^ 
The imperial family generally frequent it, and 
I have counted itoore than a hundred and fiftjr 
elegant equipages lining the fiides of the waik. 
It was here that I had the gratification of see- 
ing the Empress several times, in a phaetoti 
driven by the Grown Prince. Among otbter 
dashing equipages was that of the Prince 
Trautmansdorf, the grwd master of the cere* 
monies^ who sports an elegant phaeton and two 
beautiful greys. One side of the Frqter is 
lined with cofieeJiouses, and frequented by 
bourgeois and ladies of the second orden 

The drive to the LusUJiaus is also Tery 
fashionable. This place is about three English 
miles from the Prater^ and presents some very 
extensive and romantic views : I could dis« 
tinctly discern from it the mountains of 
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Hungary stretching in long per speettve to tlie 
east. There is no spot in the neighbourhood 
more pleasant for little rustic excursions ; nor 
more frequented by those who love oeca- 
sioaally to breakthrough the forrpality and 
routine of domestic arrangements, and to 
enjoy a conntry breakAist or a rural dinner. 

The Auergarten is also a place of great at- 
traction during the fine spring months : it is an 
extensive garden, the walks of which are laid 
oat with great taste, and the scene enlivened 
by some very well conducted concerts j there 
is also a very good restaurateur for the ac* 
commodation of visitants. This place con- 
tains some very pleasing scenery, and com* 
mands a variety of noble and interesting views 
of the capital and its neighbourhood. 

The environs of Vienna are very agreeable* 
and merit particular attention ; especially 
Sch6nbrunn, with its magnificent palace and 
extensive gardens. There is also a botanical 
garden, kept in very good order by the direo- 
tor, Mr* Von Bosch^ a gentleman of great 
voitAt and urbanity of manners ; he is besides 
a great traveller, and has enriched the garden 
with many very rare and curious plants from 
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the East- Indies. Mr. Von Bosch is very pdlite 
and attentive to strangers, and seemed to take 
a real pleasure in personally accompanying 
us and showing the botanical curiosities of 
the place. It was here that Napoleon resided, 
during his stay at Vienna ; he seldom chose, 
to take up his abode in the town, and gave th^ . 
preference to this palace. On the top of a 
hill in the garden, and fronting the place, 
stands a splendid summer-house, built by the ' 
Emperor Joseph : you ascend to it by a mag- > 
nificent flight of steps, and under a covered 
walk enjoy some of the most beautiful and 
extensive prospects imaginable. 

The village of Dorbach, at the distance of 
half a German mile from Vienna, is remark- 
able for its interesting and romantic see- 1 
nery. I would particularly recommend you 
not to neglect an excursion to the delight- : 
ful village of Rodauen, at the distance; of, 
only one post from the capital j its beauty 
of situation, and the combination of interest- « 
lag scenery which it presents, will an^ply re- 
pay you for the visit. This place is firer 
quented on account of its baths and mineral 
waters. The domain belongs to a Count 
Fuchs, brother of the Count of the same name 
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in Vienna, who has a noble palace and a fine 
garden belonging to it. From a hill behind 
the house there are some of the noblest and 
most extensive views in Germany. 
• Besides this village, the neighbouring ham- 
lets of BrUhl, Petersdorf, and Lichtenstein, 
contribute much, by their beauty of landscape 
and situation, to enhance the gay and lively 
appearance of the environs of Vienna, while 
at the same time they afford the most delight- 
fiil rides. 

' Baden, which lies three German miles from 
the capital, is a fashionable place, to which 
t^e higher classes resort during the summer 
months, to drink the mineral waters; it is 
situated at the foot of a romantic hill, is well 
built, and can boast of that which too many 
towns of the continent are d^cient in, broad 
and well paved streets. The walks in the 
environs of the town are delightful, and are 
not the least among the many attractions that 
draw such numerous visitants. The best bistth 
is the Joseplibad; the charge is very moderate, 
being only thirty-six kreutzers; or about 
fourteen pence each. I tasted the mineral 
water,' and found it v6ry strongly impregnated 
with fiulphur. Ttiere is a good theatre here : 
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the society in general is very elegaoti and 
BHich hospitalUy is shown towards straqferft* 
We fouad one deficiency^ liowev^ the want 
of a regular post-house} and were neoes* 
sitated to hire horses from Vienna^ wUch 
we did at the rate of twenty florins for thtf 
day% We were yesterday inforaed by cm 
bMikfer, that the scarcity of specie was 00 
gMEiA, that ;for a hundred fltuilis in ca^ he 
cotdd get 4faree iMittdced and twenty florins 
in paper ; nay, that it might sink even to fdilt 
hundred, fer he obaerved, that money and {>a« 
tribtiam were equatly aCarce in this countrjf < 
^ It ui true,' said he^ < weare poor, yei th^tt am 
< stitl some very weitkhy ifidividuals here ; but 

* none of them come forward voluntarily to 0$^ 
' aist their country in this time of distress. An 

* advantage even is taken 4if the present state 

* of aflliirs^ and seine great personages do not 

* thimk it ibeneath them to cqpeculate largely w 
^ tlhe public fands.' Among other d)sea:vatioM 
tlfotk the army, he added that the Hongariaafe 
were .patriots and |;ood eoldiei^ and stroqg Ijf 
attached to their sovereign } that the getto- 
t9i opinion thioiighoat Austoia was^ that there 
were 4oo many ^Mnoh and JialiaBS «ia- 
ploy«d in i^evieromeat effiooB. < ^Oinr ci^' 



FRENCH anBS..«THE TYBOLfiSE. lOS 

wA b^t vitfa a fl|g«i(iea^ look* * isootiiM many 
^ Fjrim^ spiaa, aod not a lew hoosetof Mrtaiif 
' .}a4^ who rank high in society are the ren- 
^ fim^fom fox tbeBe cliacacteri, where the con:* 
^ ddct of thfi last French goveminent is openly 

* ^raised. Ia tliese eirclce^ too, it 19 indos- 
f tnooaiy iaainuafsed 4iiat a mtpister cf has ma^ 

* ieslgr k a deep pdEtician, and, like a ^rtaid 
5 Fundi actor, caacrywiti^ one ey^ and laugli 
^ wiiii the .etker« xOnr easperor u Jimdijifced,* 
CMtanned fee, f becaiiiae he is a(£iUe and 

* friendly to hi^ jdb§eots, and is known to b6 
' an ^sieniy to knnsry*^ As a proof how ouch 
h» av^rereign joms iesfeeaned in tine Tyrol, hd 
related the Allowing ^droiunstaiice : ^ our go^ 
■^ jvemment,^ he c4>ierved, ^ waafted 4o raise il 
^ tieyy in the Tyrol ; thiis i^etng known to <Jhe 
^ Xyhdese, tlief'sent a deputation Jbitberypcay* 
< jog his joqeaty that ihe gowmfisent would 
^ HQtpecsist IB theiridemands, as their country 
^ jn$ emen then deficJent an joen to xidtivate 
' it.:&utfhould his nugest^ needit, they wase 
' nady^toiaseto a map in defencprfihcir48o« 
^ mreign and >r^mtry> T^lieBmperor^reedved 
' llieoi grfsaottaly, and Ae ioh^i^ 4)f <their ^- 
^ ilitsaainnisjgnMited* laniipxpod teaaiuMyou,' 
added h^ ^itRtiseanqotilewattadiedtoour 
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< Emperor.tfaan^the Tyrolese; forattheun* 

V fortunate epoch when our armies lost several 

* battles, the Emperor returned one-evening td 

V the capital in a private carriage, anxious to 
' avoifl being ;seen by the inhabitants, . who 
f during thq: whole. day crowded the: streets 
f leading to the palace. As soon however as his 
f^ arrival .was.known, they alLran to the palace^ 
^ and thoqgh the guards had orders not to let 
^, any person enter, they stormed the avenues 
f and cleared their way; by force, exclaiming, 
^ * no one under. heaven shall prevent us^from 
*. ' seeing our beloved Emperor 1' They ac- 
f tu^lly entered the. royal apartments, v^^here 
f^ their sovereign, overcome by this display of 
f. notble and patriotic feeling, and filled with 

* the^warmth of a father towards his children, 

* received themun tears, and condescended to 
f shake .hands with many of the good citis^ens/ 

What.our banker related of the Crown 
Prince does. not manifest less benevolence 
than that above recorded of his royal father. 
Wishing to present his tutor with a testimony 
of the sense he had of his attentions, he is 
aaid Xo have spared: sufficient moaey fram his 
private . purse to purdiase! a^ beautiAil. saddle 
hpne^ ^lAh which he pi^stQted^him. 
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We are preparing for a trip into Hungary ; 
on my return I shall give you all the informa- 
tion I can collect respecting that country* 
which is but little known, as it has been visit- 
ed only by few travellers. 
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LETTER X. 

EJccurmn to HtrKGJRT.^DetmtaHons qf the 
DjjfuJBJE.-'-'^Ilostume and Manners qf the 
Hungarians.— Peasantry — Singular Traits 
in their Character. — Their Privikges.—' 
Produce of the Country. — Jnns.'^Antiqui^ 
ties. — Raab. — Picturesque Scenery. — 
Pest. — Bud a. — Gratz. — Manners and 
Costume qf the Inhabitants.-^Envhrons qfthe 
Tcmon. — Castle.— Contest between the Au&- 
TRiAJsrs and French. — Climate. — RomanBc 
Scenery. — Posting. — Brvcx. — Scbott* 
wiEN. — Neustadt. 

Vieniiai March 1814. 

We are just returned from our excursion to 
Buddy the ancient metropolis of Hungary* 
In our way thither we passed through the 
towns of Deutsch-Altenburgy Kittsee, Raabf 
Nessmuhl, and Offen. Few things, in the 
whole of my tour, have afforded me more 
pleasure, owing to the peculiar character of 
Uie country and the singularity of various 
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scenes which I witnessed* If you hav^ the 
qpportunity, I must bcig of you not to n^lect 
« risit to this coubtryt as I am aure you wiU 
find it full of interest 

The road Irom Vienna to Raab is good« and 
the cowptry on each side of us presented an 
wpect of richness and fertility^ The ^eater 
part of the country is one contjnual and 
nttraried plaiti> oflfeoing but too ttaay me* 
bncfably sce&es -of ruin and devatf ation* Maa 
aind ^ natuM indeed havie bolh feeew acti^ 
agtetBin.thisw»dcofdiestructioii» TkeFrencb 
uttdet* N^qpoleon^ those devaatatars of evisry 
land, hayie oot kt this distant and aecluded 
region escape their rapacity. The other 
source of misdhief is the Danube^ which oAsen 
overflows its baadcs, toid laya waste Ihe coosi* 
try« In theyiears 1812;and 18iS its ravf^gea 
wwe particularly destructite : it awept whole 
irillages awa?^, und w sudden wm ks fiae, that 
Ite people were compelled to Ay and abaii* 
don Iteir property: many of the inhabitants 
aleo perished on tfab melanaholy occasioB. 
We saw the rains of many bridges wrhich had 
bean swept awuy during these inundations^ 
attd wiinfe ^dds were siyi usder miaten 

Thennuid fiaessirfiheiicsnuitsaf fi^^ 
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is a great coat of goat^s skin, and sometimes 
of cloth, very wide pantaloons of coarse linen 
trimmed with red and black, blue waistcoats 
profusely embroidered and ornamented with 
a quantity of small white buttons, shirts with 
very wide loose sleeves, buskins, a small round 
hat, and frequently a cap made of skin with ' 
a rim of iron to fit the head : this latter cu- 
rious article they call a kalpag. They ^Iso 
wear large formidable mustachios, with long 
black hair flowing over their shoulders ; they 
shave but seldom^ perhaps once a fortnight^ 
and altogether present a very fierce and for- 
bidding appearance* They are not less stran- 
gers to cleanliness in their dwellings than in 
their persons, but they are industrious, and 
inured to hardships and privations from 
their very cradle ; it is therefore . no won« 
der that they should be fond of war. 
They are remarkably serious in their aspect j 
you may pass whole villages without seeing 
a single person laugh. Among such a strange 
race as this one is not surprised to find, nay, 
one is almost prepared to hear of robbers and 
banditti ; and these anticipations will be found 
but too truly realized. ^ I have . learnt . that 
there are entire villages inhabited by wretches 
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of this description : but I must not omit to 
tell you that they differ from common high- 
waymen m this particular — they rob only 
certain descriptions of people. They gene- 
rally live in the. woods, and a great part of 
them are a kind of herdsmen, who tend large 
droves of hogs and rear great numbers of 
horses. They are very inveterate against the' 
Jews, and if they happen to meet one on the 
road they never let him pass without robbing 
him. If a triiveller is so fortunate as to be 
able to converse with them in their native 
tongue; he may be sure to escape without be- 
ing molested. 

The village of Csokonya, in the district of 
Somogy, which belongs to Count Szecheny* 
is full of these robbers. They eat great quan-' 
titles of animal food, and are very liberal in 
the use of wine, which is hiere very cheap: 
fortunately, however, ' they are not fond of 
brandy and ardent spirits. 

I was assured by a nobleman of distinc- 
tion, a native of this country, that some 
of the peasants : who devote their lives 
to rearing horses, have never seen a 
house, and are perfectly ignorant of its 
use or construction. They boast of their^ 
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dexterity in rteiling the horses of their 
neighbours and disposing of them st the next 
fiur ; which facts are frequently not unknown 
to their masters, irho, though they do not 
openly countenance the fraud, yet tacitly ^o 
so by neglecting to punish the offence : but 
they think it a sufficient motive to be 
lenient, if th^se jockies are clever in their 
profession, and in other respects do their 
duty. Ybu would be surprised to bear that 
tiiere is neither disease nor idckness among 
this people, were I not to inform you that it is 
the custom, if one of them falls sick, and 
becomes a burthen to bis friends, to fbel DO 
remorse in dispatching him, to get him out 
of the way. They are passionately fond of 
horse^racing, and M kinds of gymnastic ex* 
ercises } in their estimation the utmost eflbrt 
of human genius is to manage a restive and 
ungovernable horse. Almost all the Hunga^ 
rians understand and speak Latin ; they are 
Mown for their patriotic spirit and warm 
attachment to their native land ; and one 
good quality they possess in a superior de* 
gree, they are very hospitable to strangers. 
On matiy occasions I remarked that their ba- 
ttled to the Germans was as sincere as t^eir 
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avtraioa to the pom Hebrew race^ to whkfa 
I have above aUuded* 

With respect to the peasantrjTt their sitiia« 
tion is very different from that state of vil« 
lainage under which their Polish neigfabomB 
groaOi Wlien they have compleated their 
term of duty^ and Fulfilled the engagements 
contracted with the nobleman under ^om 
th^y $err^ he has no longer any power over 
thetn» and they are quite at liber^ to dispose 
of themselves or their property as they jadge 
best. The duties to which they are subject 
are as follow. If a man be a compkat 
peasaot^ that is if he can prove himself master 
of twelve oxen^ six horsest and three men^ to 
cultivate his lands, he is obliged either to 
work himself, or to send one of his men to 
work on the nobleman's land one hundred 
and four days out of the three hundred 
atid sixty-^five, if without a hc»rse ; or iSfty« 
two days if he employs either his horse 
ot waggpb ; and besides diis service, the land* 
lord has a. claim to a tithe of all his produce. 
There is no law to oblige the tenantry to pay 
any r(^lar contribution to the Saiperor^ 
but they are compelled to work for him 
tmire days every year, or six with horses, 
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and to iurnish him with oats for the artny at a 
very moderate price ; yet even this low sum 
they have no small diflSculty in obtaining. 
Should the peasant refuse to do bis duty, the 
landlord may summon him before the magis- 
trate of the district, or before a committee of 
the country, to make him answer for his neg- 
ligence or misconduct ; - but he cannot him- 
self, as has been wrongly supposed, inflict 
atoy corporal punishment on the offender. 
Such, an attempt would render the landlord 
liable to be cited before the tribunal of his 
country* and expose him to a fine propor- 
tioned to the violence of the outrage : nay, 
the peasant has the privilege to accuse any 
landlord who should attempt to exact more 
than his right of service. 

The principal products of Hungary are 
com, wine, wool, &c. The cattle of every 
kind is remarkably fine, and the horses well 
proportioned and strong. Some parts of the 
country abound witii forests of oak, and it 
is in general tolerably well wooded. - 

The inns in the villages and small towns of 
Hungary are uniformly bad ; the.aceommo- 
.dation, if by such a name it may be called, is 
miserable. Cleanliness is a blessing unknown 
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Ih tltenii and, as it may be supposed, the fare 
is no better. If you can manage to live upon 
badly cured bacon and pork, sour wine, black 
and fadlf-baked breads you may do ; but this 
is nearly the whole bill of fare of the luxuries 
you are likely to obtain at these places. 
Some of the inns belong to the noblemen of 
the country^ who Jive in or near the vll* 
lages, and it must be owned that these are 
Somewhat better, and a little more decent 
than the resti 

Between Deutisch-Altenbuig and Hayn- 
burg there ai:e some remains of Roman anti- 
quities, which deser%'e attention. The town 
of Kittsee contains nothing Worthy of no- 
tice, and is only remarkable for giving 
its name to that convenient German carriage 
called a kutsche^ which was invented at this 
place. There is indeed a palace here, the resi- 
dence of some Hungarian prince, but it con- 
tains nothing very remarkable. 

We stopped a night at Raab» a fortified 
town, situated on the confluence of the river 
Raab and Rabnitz^ It is badly built, and 
though the streets ate tolerably broad, tbey 
are . miserably paved, and have no raised 
^avSe for the benefit of the foot passenger. 
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It is said to contain about twelve tbousftnd 
inhabitants. The market-place is spacious^ 
and there are some tolerably good buildings 
Found it. This town suffered much by the 
French, who destroyed the bastions and 
levelled the ramparts of the place. The ca- 
thedral is built on an eminencer^nd is almost 
the only picturesque object in the town : the 
interior is very rich, and is adorned with fine 
paintings; the superb decorations^ of the 
high altar are said to have cost more than 
thirty thousand florins. The . town is sur- 
rounded by an immense plain^ the soil of 
which is very rich.. Here we had the rare 
satisfaction of finding a tolerable inn, which 
was cleanly, compared to those we had latdy 
quitted, and the people were very civil. 

The road from this place to Buda is^ 
pretty good, except at the distance of about 
eight German oiiles, where you pass a chain 
of lofty mountains that border upon the Da- 
nnie. Here it is not only very bad, but the 
deep ruts and inequalitieft are such that many 
carriage are npset, principally through the 
stqbbornneiii. j^Dd stupidity of the drivers, who 
pay attentteo to ady thing rather thap to cau- 
tion and good advice^ 
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The bursts of scenery presented from this 
defile are at once beautiful and niagnificent. 
In passing this pkce^ it is advisable, as a 
matter of caution, to get out of the carriage 
and walk ; you will gain the twofold advan- 
tage of exposing yourself to less danger, and 
of being enabled more calmly to contemplate 
the scenery that is continually varying with 
the windings of the road« On one side is 
a chain of barren but magnificent moun- 
tains, and on the other the mighty Da- 
nube pouring its rapid stream through a 
rich and picturesque country. On the oppo- 
site side of the river, the eye wanders over a 
wide-spreading and extensive tract of coun* 
try, pleasingly diversified by villages and 
farm-houses. 

Pest is a large thriving town; the streets 
are well paved and adorned with many hand- 
scone edifices, and indeed every part of it 
presents an aspect of improvement. Some 
new buildings are carrying on in almost 
every street^ and I doubt not but in less 
than twenty years it will have expanded 
info a very noble tolpn. We ^^|^|kMtt>s- 
pital of the invalids, a large Wt' elegant 
structore; also the barracks, the convent, 
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and the museum, where there is an extensive 
and valuable collection of medals. The 
new German theatre is a tasteful buildings 
and its interior particularly neat and chaste ; 
but the Hungarian play-house is tsmall and 
miserable. We admired a noble bridge over 
the Danube, which is about a quarter of a 
German mile in length ; the buttresses are 
obliged to be very strongly secured, as the 
river in this place flows with amazing rapi^ 
dity. The Greek church, near this bridge, is 
very rich ; its high altar, is decorated with a 
profusion of large silver lamps. An extensive 
cofiee-house was formerly kept here, but the 
establishment has been broken up. They 
have built a range of very fine houses near 
the bridge ; a single edifice fills nearly the 
whole side of one of the streets, and presents 
a very imposing appearance. We put up. at 
the inn called JFi'e fwnf Chrfurstcn; the 
accommodations are good, and it has the ad- 
vantage of a very excellent cofiee-room. 
Tlie inhabitants are hospitable \and atten- 
towards strangers. The ladies . are 

their. «beauty, but unfor* 
tunately^Sir personal charms. ar£ their only 
ornaments, as their education is in general 
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very much neglected. A great number of 
Greek meTcbants have settled here, who are 
^engaged in the Levant trade, and forward 
its interests in Germany and the more 
northern nations. 

Bucia or Ofien, whichwas formerly called 
Sicambria» is situated on the east side of the 
bridge over the Danube, and is a very long 
town, consisting almost entirely of one single 
street. It is in general badly built, apd the 
houses are low, few exceeding two stories in 
height : the main street is broad, but miserably 
paved. 

: We visited the objects most worthy of at- 
tention, among which the principal are the 
university and the royal palace* The latter 
is deJightfiilly situated on the brow of a 
hill, which commands a noble and extensive 
view of the city and its environs. It was 
inhabited by a Russian princess, who during 
her residence there fitted it up in a superior 
manner, furnishing it with many articles of 
costly workmanship, and otherwise adding 
jBUch tp. its decoration* Near thepalMft>-i8 

an ancient batbi supped by a iSjjj^BiPmtg, 
which merits the traveller's attenVl^s do ako 
th« warm baths constnicted pn the Papube 
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by the Turks* They are well kept, and.ap* 
pear to be much frequented by the inhabitants. 

At no great distance from the palace rises 
the Blocksberg^ a lofty hill which is covered 
with houses and overlooks a small town, called 
Griechen Stadt, extended at its foot. We 
visited this place and ascended part of the 
hill to enjoy the vast extent of prospect whicH 
it commanded. We also went to see several 
old and curioud chapels and churches in 
Buda ; some of which are very rich, and the 
old chapel near the bath remarkable for its 
antiquity. This town is noted for its ex^* 
tensive market for horses ; the population is 
estimated at about S8,000 inhabitants. 

From Buda we proceeded to Gratz, by 
a road not so good, nor the country so rich 
as from Raab to Buda, and passed a consi^ 
derable range of hills which appeared per* 
fectly barren. The post houses oa this road 
are badly kept, and the postilions do just 
as they please, without any fear of the 
postmasters; evils which are but too com- 
n^ throughout every part of Hungary, 
We found jL "hecessary to order the horses 
some time^fore we started, as the drivers 
were very dilatory in their xjEioveiiieQts ^nd 
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lazy in their habits. I mentioned in my former 
letter that there are general regulations re- 
specting the charges; but these rules are not at 
all attended to, and their demands are quite 
arbitrary, so that it is necessary to be on your 
guard against imposition. 

We were much delighted with our short stay 
iat Grsltz : it is a fine fortified town, situated 
on the Muer, and in the general features of its 
buildings is not unlike Vienna. The houses 
are high, but the streets narrow and without 
any foot pavement The appearance of the 
town is cheerful and inviting to the traveller 
oo more than one account: its natural si- 
tuation is delightful, and the inhabitants 
are remarkable for their politeness and at- 
tention towards strangers^. The women are 
generally handsome, and much noticed for 
the taste and neatness displayed in their 
head-dresses and bonnets; the latter are 
of white crape, tied with long red ribbands, 
that are thrown with graceful, negligence 
over the shoulder and float down to the 
waist. So far do the inhabitants carry their 
politeness, that they stile ev^y^Tespectable 
looking traveller, ** Ihfe Gnadetiy^ your grace, 
Pf most gradons lady.} and in receiving 

J* 
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any thing they usually kisa the hand. I could 
not help smiling at seeing the postilion 
extend the same act of respectful homage to 
the servant of my friend Mr. MaxwelK The 
latter was an unceremonious Scotchman, who, 
as he was unaware of the custom of the 
countr)% and unused to such extreme polite- 
ness, imagined that the poor postilion wished 
to insult him ; but no intimations could in- 
duce the other to relax from his accustomed 
politeness, and he was obliged to submit to 
the ceremonious salute, though^ not without 
a suffusion of blushes. Such, however, is 
the efiect which homage of every kind has on 
the mind, and so soon do we learn to know 
our own importance, that afterwards the 
blushing Scotchman imperiously reached out 
his hand for. his vassals to kiss, with as much 
gravity and consequence as the cross-embroi- 
dered slipper of the Vatican itself is extended 
to the kneeling suppliant. 

We paid a vi^t to the Burg palace, a 
curious. old structure, and were shewn the 
crown of the.Styrian dukedom whieh is 
preserved time: and among other otgects 
of curiosity we did not fail to visit the araenal 
a»d the university. Here is also aii esh 
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tensive college which belonged to the Je- 
suits, a good public library and observa- 
tory. The town-house, and th^ Lamprechthqfy 
jare fine buildings ; the theatre is small, but 
the interior neat. The walks around the 
town are kept in excellent order, and de- 
lightfully overshadowed by rows of fine trees, 
which during the morpings and evenings of 
sumtper afford a refreshing pron^enade to the 
inh^itants. 

The environs of Gratz are very pictu- 
resque and present a variety of beautiful 
/K^nery, the chain of mountains by which 
it is surrounded forming a magnificent back 
ground to the picture. This place had not 
escaped the ravages of the Danube ; the bridge 
was carried away, and many houses near the 
yiypr ]Nf uer suffered considerably : ,they were 
repairing these damages when we visited it. 
The castle stood on a toyirering eminence, and 
ixas so impregnable from the nature of its 
situation, that, during the last war, l,dOO 
Aostrians defended it against nearly 12,000 
Frenchmen; they held out bravely to the 
Jast, and would never have; surrendered, had 
it not been so stipulated in the armistice 
whipb the Emperor of Auj^tria was unfqrtu- 
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nately obliged to conclude. Shortly after.- 
wards the French, mortified at the resistance 
they had met ^vith from such a handful 
of men, demolished the castle and blew 
up the fortifications, so that what was con* 
sidered one of the strongest places in Europe 
is now only a heap of ruins. In visiting this 
place, it is worth while to ascend the moun- 
tain on which the castle stood ; the toil will be 
amply repaid in beholding the bold and extenr 
sive views which it presents of the neighbour* 
ing towns, villages, and farms, mingled in bar* 
monious confusion, and inclosed in a mighty 
barrier of mountains, whose tops, during the 
greater part of the year, and some even during 
the whole summer, are covered with snow. 

During our stay at Gratz we put up at die 
Sonne, a commodious inn, supplied with a 
very good table (TfiSie* 

We went to see several fine gardens near 
the town, and were shown the house which 
Louis Bonaparte inhabited ; it is very neat and 
agreeably situated. The adjoining building 
was occupied by a Russian princess. 

The climate is very healthy, though the 
summers are remarkably hot; the soil is 
produictivei and tbe towqi supplied with al} 



ROMANTIC COUNTRY* 1S3 

kinds of vegetables and fruits of the best 
quality and ia the greatest profusion. A spe- 
cies of white wine is also produced in the 
neighbourliood, but it is of rather an inferior 
quality. Several considerable manufactures 
of steely silk, &c. are carried on here ; and the 
epicures of Vienna are largely supplied with 
a iiiie breed of turkies from this place, for 
which it is famous. 

The road from Gratz to Vienna is very ex- 
cellent, and the country one of the most ro- 
mantic in Europe ; if therefore you are an ad- 
tnirerof the beauties of nature 1 would strongly 
invite you to take this route. On one side 
of the road rise immense mountains, partly 
covered with snow ; on the other extend smil- 
ing meadows watered with refreshing rivulets, 
regaling the eye with the most luxuriant ver* 
dure. Indeed, it is tliis perpetual contrast 
of mountain and valley, of barrenness and 
vegetation^ which renders these scenes so 
enchanting. The beauties of nature thicken 
0s you approach the village of Merzzuschlag^, 
^nd I have little hesitation in pronouncing this 
one of the most delightful spots I ever beheld* 
We passed the chain of the Samering moun- 
ManSy wlitch divides Styria from Austria : on 

9 
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its top we observed a large pyramid with a 
•Latin inscription, mentioning the different 
divisions of the country. The inns, even in 
the smallest villages, are neat and comfortable^ 
and the wearied traveller is alWays sure of 
finding good accommodations. The posts, 
however, on this, as on the other roads, are 
badly kept, and should you wish to travel expe- 
ditious you must send an express for horses 
the day before your arrival, otherwise you may 
be detained for nearly half a day together. 

We passed several neat towns, and among 
others Bruck on the Muer, where we found a 
good inn. Shjould you have any time to spare, 
it will not be ill bestowed in viewing the dd 
palace and barracks. We were surprised and 
shocked in this neighbourhood to see the inha- 
bitants, and particularly the women, with 
goitres on their necks. The cause of this pro- 
tuberance has been attempted to be accounted 
for in various ways ; some think it is in 
consequence of the air from the mountains 
by which the town is surrounded ; but the 
more probable conjecture is, that it is owing 
to the nature of the water they drink. 

Schottwien was the next small town, we 
passed^ ^vbere we also found vtvy QoinfojftMe 
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Moommodations at the post-house. On quit- 
ting this place we found ourselves entirely 
hemmed in with mountains^ and after rather a 
dreary and fatiguing journey, we reached 
Neustadty a small but neat town with a com* 
fortable inn* 

You must not expect another letter from me 
till we reach Trieste, from which place we 
intend to embark for Corfu. I hope our jour- 
ney wiU afford mc something worth communi- 
cating. 
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LETTER XJ. 

Departure for Trieste. -^LiLlienfejud.'^^ 
Marxenzell. — Pilgrims, and singular Ob-' 
ject of their Veneration^ — Leoben* — Inte- 
resting Valley of Sovishoen. — Clagen- 
FXTRT. — Loebel Mountains.—LAYBACM. — 
Arrival at Trieste. — Inltabilants. — Hotels. 
--^Description of the Town, — English Con- 
ml. — Grotto of Comgnale. — Pola. 

Trieste^ June 1814. 

My last letter shewed how much we wefe 
pleased with our journey through part of 
Styria ; the remainder of our excursion to 
Trieste was not less agreeable. It is a turn- 
pike road, and kept in good repair. The 
country is in general very rich and fertile^ 
though the greater part is very hilly. We 
passed several large but inferior towns on 
otir way- The country from Lillienfeld, a 
•mail neat town, is so hilly, that the post- 
masters oblige every traveller to take extra 
horses for the next three miles: we were 
obliged to pay two florins for each horse, and 
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thirty kreutzers to the postilion. We were 
much pleased with a small town called Ma« 
rienzell, situated in a most delightful and ro« 
mantic spot, on the brow of a commanding 
eminence, with stupendous mountains tower* 
ing around it ; most of whose summits were 
covered with snow. The valley that extendi 
at the foot of the town is beauty and fertility 
itself. 

Here we beheld a spectacle that at once 
interested and surprised us. The road lead- 
ing to the town, as well as the streets of the 
place, were covered with pilgrims, who had 
come from various parts of the Austrian 
dommions, attracted by the sanctity of 
the church. They marched in procession, 
two and two, with their heads uncovered^ 
and according to their seniority, and were 
headed by one of the oldest among them, 
who carried a large black wooden cross. Paz*' 
ties kept ti^ther of about sixteen in num« 
ber, and were followed by the feiqale pil< 
grims, who proceeded in the same order. 
They were of various ages, and many of 
themi very old* The/ whole body united 
with mudi earnestness in chaui^ting hymns, 
which if not very musical, were certainly 
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very loud. We stopped several On the road^ 
to inqaire whence they came and what was 
their object? they informed us that thdt 
party was from a village in Hungary, which 
is some hundreds of English miles from thi» 
place. During the time of tlieir pilgrimage 
they live rery frugally, and generally walk 
barefooted ; many of the old m^n seemed to be 
great sufferers by the fatigues of this religious 
campaign* Our curiosity led us to view the 
church which was the object of their dev€K 
tion ; it was not only filled^ but surrounded 
by blinds of these devotees, who waited for 
tlieir turn with patient perseverance. ,Tbey 
were obliged to walk in barefooted, and on 
reaching a particular spot they knelt and 
kissed a large plain cane, deposited on one of 
the altars of the church, which is a large 
gloomy building without much ornament* 
On our enquiring the reason for the venera- 
tion shewn to this cane, we were informed 
that it bad belonged to a priest, who came^ 
once upon a time, to this spot, ' mounted 
on a white horse, and remained six wedc^ 
praying and fasting, and — ^such was the 
belief— during the whole time never felt 
the want of food. Not satisfied with thesi 
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hardships and privations, the story goes that 
he mutilated both himself and his liorse, for 
it would seem that he was resolved bis fhithful 
wi(nal should^ like himself, lay some claim 
to the honoursi of canonizatioi!. After the 
priest's death they found and preserved his 
cane, wbich^ though 'an hundred and sixty 
y€^rs old, was still in blossom^ like a tree in 
spring J at least so the &ithful believers 
assured us ; but our heretical eyes Were de- 
nied the privilege of beholding th^sb mira- 
culous bldsdoms, and were only indulged with 
the sight of a natural,' plain^ and simple cane*^ 
The church was erected on the spot, in. 
honour of this pious priest ; and if you smj^e- 
with me at the superstition and ignorance of 
these honest peasants, I know you will also 
blush at the connivance which is shewn, by. 
the nobility and magistrates of the district, ^ 
to such a display of weakness and folly. 
What a disgrace to the present enlightened 
age, that a superstitious and misguided 
pi^qple should be aHowed to quit their homes,, 
neglect the. important duties of life, and ram« 
ble several hundreds of miles, for the pur- 
pose of kissing a cane ! x 

VOL* I. K 
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The next town of ai^ int^ett we passed 
was Leoben, which is rendered menorabte 
from the circumstanee that in a garden near 
the town the Emperor of Austria concluded a 
peace with Napdeon. The houses^ though 
low, have a neat and cleanly appearance* 
We were enchanted by the romantic views 
and singular contrasts of scenery that pre- 
sented themselves in the valley of Sovidioen 
One side of the road is bordered by moun- 
tains, which were often topped with snow; 
the other side presents beautiful vidKes, 
adMned with the most luxuriant vegetation^ 
and refreshed by streams which descend 
ft#m the mountains in many a picturesque 
cascade. We were informed that during the 
winter these rocky recesses are infested with 
wolves, and other wild beasts, which some- 
times have been known to make terrible 
incursions into the vallies, but fortunately 
tiiese ravages are but rare. If we may judge 
from the sickly appearance of the inhabi* 
tants near the town of Judenbuig, the cli<* 
mate cannot be very healthy. There is a 
great scarcity of cattle in these parts, owing* 
to the deficiency of pasturage and the 
bad air ; nevertheless, there is a good- and 
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numeroud breed of horses in the neighbour- 
hood. 

We were much pleased with Clagenfurtt 
which is a considerable town surrounded 
by strong walls. The palace, which is in 
ati acnicient style of architecture, the esta- 
bl&hment for soldiers' orphans, the town- 
hall, and the new palace, are the principal 
bdOdings worthy the traveller's attention. 
The iniUic square is adorned with two sta- 
tues of excellent workmanship, representing 
Prince Leopold and the Empress Maria 
Theresa. We took up our quarters at the 
post-house, which is a very comfortable inii,' 
and wfa^re every attention was shown us. 

You will be obliged to take extra horses in 
yotir journey up the Leobel mountains ; we 
were four hours in ascending them, and two 
hours on our descent. The road is in many 
pfaK^es bordered by frightful precipices, which 
are not' protected by any parapet wall to pre- 
vent accidents to carriages, in case the horses 
should ha}>pen to take fright. The view from 
the summit is commanding aiid grand in the 
extremfe. The country lay as a vast map at 
ourfbe^ arid the sky was^-so clear that we 

could dlstliietly see the mountains that rise 

k2 
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in the neighbourhood of Salzburg, a diitance 
of nearly forty English miles. White travel- 
ling at the foot of the mountain we had been 
nearly suffocated by the intensity pf the heat^ 
but the air was so chilling on the summit, that 
we were obliged to have recourse to our great 
coats* I have seen few things ipore singular 
than the contrast that here presented itself. 
The spot where we stood waa dreary and de- 
solate ; the snow lay very deep on the moua- 
tain, and the only living thing to be seeu 
was the raven, who sat solitary on the 
pine» and perfectly harmonized with. the de^ 
solation of the scene ; but cast the eye to the 
spot that we had just quitted, and all was sun-n 
shine and the image of beauty and of spring. 
The transition was as sudden and as extraordi- 
nary as if we had been transported from the 
glow of an Italian summer to the horrors of a 
Russian winter. We stood encircled by snow, 
by rocks, and by sterility, while in the dis- 
tance the eye glanced upon a fairy land of 
beauty and. verdure. We halted at an inu 
in the middle of the mountains, where tra^ 
vellers stop and give their horses time to 
• breadie : here we thought it a luxury to get ^ 
warm by the jkitchen fire, but our postilion: 
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fancied it a still greater luxury to enjoy bis 
warmth internally by taking his favourite 
zehnapps or dram. 

We stopped a day at Laybacb, or Laubacb, 
a fine fortified town on a river of the same 
name; though few of the houses are more 
than one or two stories high, yet the streets 
are tolerably broad and well paved. We ^^ 
mired the market-place, which is spacious and 
wdl laid out. The castle stands on a high 
hill, and is very strongly fortified both by na- 
ture and art. Hie French maintained them- 
selves in this fortress for some time after 
the town had surrendered, and did considera- 
ble damage by firing upon the houses, several 
of which still retain the marks of the cannon 
balls. The finest churches are the cathedral 
of St. Nicholas and the church of St. Peter, 
which is in the suburbs. The arsenal, the 
town-hall, the palace of Count Auersperg, 
and IJie military hospital, are the most consi- 
derable buildings of the town. The theatre 
is open during the winter months, and many 
masked balls are given at the time of the Car^ 
niVal. The post-house is considered as tb% 
best inn in the place. 

To such as may visit Laybach^ I recom- 
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mend to make a little excursion to Idria, 
irenowned for its famous mines of quicksilyen 
The distance is pleasant, the road good, aitd 
the accommodations at the inn» called the 
Great Im^ excellent. We were stopped but 
a few minutes at the custom-house, as one or 
two florins to the officers prevented us froini 
suffering any inconvenience. The way from 
Laybach to Trieste, although hilly, is yery 
agreeable; it is a turnpike road and 1f:ept 
in very good order. The soil in tins parf; is 

^ ______ 

rich and the country well cultivated* You 
will find the views firop the Karst, near 
Trieste, eztensiye and enchanting. 

On reaching the latter place y{^ were mupb 
pleased with the ^rst aif pect it presented. Wf» 
put up at the Grande Locande^ fronting the 
market-square. This inn bad the adv^nt^ge of 
a good table d*A6ie, and an excellent coffee- 
room in the lower paft of th^ bpi|se. There 
was also a kind of tent er^icted, under M(hich 
the inhabitfints took their ice creams, or their 
favourite glass of the cordial of Zan). This 
bptel is far superior tp, the oth€;r, ca%4 
^quiHiu nera, which is the pt^^er prinpipal ii^i, 
and where there is a tabl^ d^k^tq at three 
o'c]i^^* Ita situation \p i)t o^cf. ^^ry ;md 



TlIS9!rB»t«»MASKB1» P&ACfi. IS5 

amusii^ The voices of the inhabitantiy who 
are very clamorous in their bargaing, the 
peculiarity <^ their dress and gestures, die 
siagular iutermixtiire of strangers c€ all na^ 
>itions» the turbaned Musselmen, Greeks^ and 
Jew% with the Germans and- Itidians, all 
are circulated to strike ihe straiq^ with sur<- 
jprise ; espedally if, like oursdves^ he has been 
&r some tiMe wandering amoi^ the peacefiil 
vides of Hungary and Styria. This town car. 
ties on an extensive trade with the Levant 
which of course accounts for tiie great influx 
of ytraoga^ of every nation. On our arrival 
in the maiket^i^ace the voices were so loud, 
and the confiision so great, that we fully ex- 
{lected to hear that some public disturbance 
had taken place. 

I must now attempt to give you some idea 
of this town, which is one of the principal 
sea^)orts of the Austrian dominions, situated 
on a bay q£ the Adriatic, and on the declivity 
of a hill which is crowned with a castle. It 
tsweUbittlt, and its itreets tolerably broad, 
particularly the mun street, with the advan- 
tage of a side paveinent. The fattiseli rise 
from the very margin of the sem and spread 

k4 
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into a kifid of amphitheatre on the sides of 
ih^ hjll on which the town is situated. The 
principal buildings are the palace, the public 
library, the hospital, and the theatre; the 
l9.:tter is very extensive, and its' interior,, with 
four rows of boxes, very tastefully and -ele- 
gantly decorated. The exchange is a very 
jiaiidsome ! edifice ; in one of t'he balls we 
were shc^n a very large and well executed 
painting of the battle of. Leipzic, lately 
placed there. Among the churches the most 
conspicuons are the cathedral, the church of 
St. Anthon^, and the Jesuits church. The 
main street is full of good shops, and some of 
the houses have th^ advantage of a piazza or 
colonnade. There are three public wialks 
which are much frequented ; one of them 
is on the margin of the sea, the other two 
are at a pleasant distance from the town. 
The harbour is very fine, though in the win- 
ter it is not reckoned secure for ships of 
heavy burthen, as these seas are then visited 
by severe northerly : blasts, ' against' whose 
violence the port itself is not secure ; large 
vessels therefore quit it before the rougt) 
;$£ason isets in; 
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We saw a con^tderable number of vessels- 
dismantled and laid up, several of which had 
-the American flag hoisted: they were de- 
tained here till a peace with England should 
be signed* The population is estimated at 
about 3£,000 inhabitants* The men are 
mostly of a dark complexion, and the ladies 
-more remarkable for grace than for beauty. 
The climate is not considered very healthy, 
i}\e summers being remarkably hot and fevers 
prevalent at that season. The exports o£ 
Trieste consist of so^, cream of tartar, glass, 
silk/&c* : ^ ♦ . . . 

* Two days ago we had the pleasure of ditt. 
ing with the gentleman who acts as English 
-Consul here.: His wife is a very amiable lady, 
^and they are both remarkable for their kind*> 
ness and attention to travellers, and partico* 
larly to those of the nation he represents* Jt 
was here we met Captain Dickens, com^ 
xnaiider of one of his Britannic Majesty's ships 
of war; he was in daily expectation of dis> 
patches for Corfu, and was so kind as to off^ 
114 ^ passage thither, of which obliging offer 
we were, happy to avail ourselves i the Cap^ 
taki however requested us to hold ourselves in 
readiness to go on board at an hour^s warn-. 
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. iiig. You may depend upon hearing of me 
from CotfiK 

P. 5.— *I had almost forgotten to mentton, 
thaty should you visit Trieste^ you would 
do well to make an excursion to the grotto 
of Coignale j it is only two leagues distanta 
and will amply repay your curiosity* The 
old palace of the Serff ako merits your at- 
tention. You may likewise hire a boat to visit 
Fola» which is about twenty German miles 
distant: the expence will not exceed from 
ten to fimrteen ducats^ and with a &ar wind 
you may eompleat the excursion in a &w 
days; but as the inn at Pola is miserably sup- 
pliedy it will be better to store your boat 
with all necessary provisions. I dwell more 
minutely upon these homely particulars, as I 
know you are not one of those heroes /o£ 
romuiee who can subsist for weeks together 
ijipoh the fopd of enthusiaam ; still I am con- 
fident that feeling will be in some degree 
awakttied at viewing the amphitheatre, which 
is in good preservation, together with the Ro* 
man temple and the triumphal arch, though 
the latter are in a more ruinous state. 
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Arrival at Cobfu.— ^French Gmrism^^Bustk 
' t^ Departtire. — DescripUon qf the Tovm.— 
hfijpfrooemmUmade by Ike French. — CUmtOe^ 
mid neeesMry Cautum.rr^Inhebibmt$.^mmim^ 

^^F\remb Soldiers* Argument. 

Corfu, June 1814. 

^CjCiOBDiNO to appointment;, we went qi| 
l^rd the \tTig oq the morniqgof the 10th 
^i infL^. We scudded along with a pleannl 
l^fieze, and passed Rovigno and Pola^ q£ 
wM^h I spoke in my last letter. The wef^llW 
was clear and the sea smooth, so thftt Wf 
fTftrp enabled distinctly to see the reiPMQ? of 
tii^iftpiWin amphitl^e^tre, which nt the d^m^ 
yfp were and updef so clear an atiQPsph^r^ h*^ 
4 very beautiful appearance. On th^ liitb w# 
(Msed the i^lwd of Agosta, whi^h lies n^ar tb« 
CQi«t qf Di^ipatiA ; it has very gqod an^iM^ 
iS9g^ wA several gppd springs of fjassh waj^« 
We fuiw l]iut few vessels mi pur p«sf»ge, iib4 
nttt With npihini; intef epi^pg. QwiAg «)iiW- 

tisiM to nim$ ^ «lk«r ^pmln Adntmy 
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winds, it was not till the 19th of June that 
we dropt anchor in the harbour of Corfu ; at 
a short distance from us lay a British fleet, 
consisting of the Revenge, a seventy-four, 
commanded by Admiral Gower, the Cyrus^ 
the Elizabeth, and a frigate. There were 
ftve French men of war and three frigates 
at anchor in the harbour, cldse within shore; 
their object was to convey away the French 
garrison. 

We quitted the pleasant society of Captain 
Dickens with regret, as we had experienced 
every ktndfiess and attention from him and 
his officers. Nothing can afford me great^if 
pleasure than an opportunity of testifying my 
acknowledgement for the hospitality we re-* 
ceived. 

Oh landing at the town of Corfu, I found 
the French garrison, and all persons employed 
by that government, preparing to quit the 
island. Some seemed happy in the idea of 
once again beholding their native shores, 
while others, and perhaps the greater pr6por«^ 
tion, testified no small regret at leaving thtf 
place* No doubt it was interest that prompted 
this feeling, for the late French govemthenthad 
given several of the soldieris a certain numbei^ 
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9f acres of waste land to cultivate^ which in 
many instances they had done with success $ 
besides, several soldiers and even officers had 
isarried natives of the island, and some wer^ 
not altogether pleased with tlieidea of taking 
these' wives with them to France. 

We put, up at the only inn in the place, 
called JLa Cloche de Venise \ it is small and 
miserable, without any thing like comfort or 
accommodation. The landlord was perfect- 
ly indifferent eit;ber to the good or bad 
opinion of travellers, as he had reaped a 
plentiful harvest during the stay of the French 
garrison, and these fellows appeared deter* 
xQtned to mitigate his grief for their departure 
by spending the evening in drinking deep 
potations at his expense, for he assured me 
he seldom or ever got paid. So boisterous 
was their mirth, and so stormy the chorusses 
of their farewell songs, that I could not close 
my eyes till day-break. 

The town is but small and b$idly built, 
few of the houses being more than otie story 
high, and mostly of wood : the streets are 
narrow, and some without pavement. The 
parade on the sea side is spacious, and kept 
in good order by the French, who also 
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made a caniU from the hu-bour to ^e fartiirt- 
part of the town, which tends much to tb6 
On its side is sti 
I commumcates with 
e. Several smdii ves- 
aj in the canal. I 
must do the French the credit to SAy, that in 
this, as well as in other respects, tiiey havtf 
not a little added to the improvement and con- 
venience of the place : they have also formed 
a very handsome walk round the town, which 
is kept well gravelled, and is adorned with twa 
rows of trees. This city is in every respect in 
an improving condition. The inbaUtants have 
built 8ome very good houses on the Espla- 
mde, with colonnades of freestone'; otherff 
art begun, and in this part of the towft 
there are several coffee-houses and billiard 
rooms. There is also a small theatre, weH 
attended, though the performances are" 
very indifferent : the ' company is entirely' 
composed of Italians, and notfaing is acted 
but Italian comedies and tragedies. The 

* 'Aeie ue open boats of twentj can each, oanrTtng' 
ft twelTcponnder at the stem. Their piincipal lue it for 
Mirying the nail to Otraoto and the Ionian lalandi. 
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nnuR street is tolerably broad and very long, 
and contains all the best shops, some of 
which present a handsome appearance, wHft 
their colonnades and other decoratk>ns. In 
this street the market is also kept : its prm-* 
cipal commodities seemed to be salt^fiah 
and preserved anchovies, a very favorite 
dish with the inhabitants ; there was also a 
tdemble show c^ oranges, lemons, and other 
froits. The wine, which is generally red, ha» 
a sweet taste, but is not so good as that Ob- 
tained in some oif the other Ionian Islands : 
it is very cheap, at the rate of from seven to 
ten paras^ about four or five pence per bot- 
tle. The tobacco produced here is much 
esteemed, and I should conceive might be 
made an article of much greater mercantile 
importance. The gate at the top of the main 
street is built of large blocks of free stone, 
with an exten^ve gallery round the summit, 
which is ,of superior workmanship. I was 
in&rmed that on digging the foundation for 
this gate they discovered large masses of 
marble, which are suppoi^d to have been- 
part of ik spacious builcQng formerly destroyed 
by an earthquake. There are tiiree suburbs, 
which are very tlrickly inhabited. The island 
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is well fortified by strong ramparfei and bas**^ 
tipns, particularly the entrance to the har^* 
hour, which is protected by more than a huir^ 
dxed cannon, and affords good anchorage* 
. The principal produce of the island is oil $ 
tlpfere are also manufactories of saltj but they 
are not in a very flourishing situation. The 
suburbs of the town of Corfu were formerly 
very thickly planted with mulberry trees,, 
biut they w^re cut down by the French during 
the war, in order to open a clear view to the . 
harbour. The climate is npt yerj^ wholesome, 
and some attention is necessary in the fall of 
the year, as fevers are frequently very pre- 
dominant at that season, though I have rea-^ 
son to believe they are not always of .gk, ma- 
lignant nature. 4 

The inhabitants generally wearmustacbiosr 
tj^f usual dress consists of a.^large jacket 
trowsers of dark stuff, fancifully emi. 
dered, and light coloured waistcoat,i 
with a profusion of small w^te buttons*^ 
They are excessively fond of (poking, but^ 
moderate in the use of spiri;tuous liquors*. 
It is true ' strangers/cannot tprnplain of their 
want of external politeness ; but it is merely 
external, as they want ^sincerity,, and ap-*^ 
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pear Aot to have the slightest idea of hospi^ 
tality* The women -are generally tall and 
graceful in their deportment, but of a very 
pale complexion ; their education is much, I 
might almost say, entirely neglected. The 
languages most in use are the modern 
Greek and bad Italian, but since the visit of 
the French their language is now generally 
spoken. 

I had been informed that there was a coffee* 
house on the Esplanade, where travellers 
might be accommodated with rooms, but on 
visiting the place I did not find them more 
comfortable than those of my friend at the 
Cloche de Venise j the only difference was that 
they were not quite so extravagant. Butter 
:and cow's milk are luxuries scarcely ever to 
be obtained at the inns here, and it is only by- 
especial favour that goat's milk can be prq- 
cured* To remedy this deficiency, the in-? 
habitants make use of oil, and in such 
profusion, . that I found most of their dishes, 
rendered offensive and nauseous by it. 

We paid a, visit to, Mr. Teotoki, a noble- 
man .who x% a native of the island, and pos- 
sesses a very choice collection of medals, 
as also does his - nepbpW, Mr. Streghalgadi. 
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They informed us that many curioM3 medj^b 
and marbles have been di^coyered in tbe 
neighbourhood^ and particularly, some fine 
urns, which were almost all monopolized by 
thje French and sent ofi to Parts* Most 
of the medals -found here have the %ure 
of a Pegasus on one side, and a boat on the 
other. An old inhabitant assured me that 
such quantities of urns and fragments had 
been discovered, that he. mada.no doubt there 
bad formerly been a manu&ctoi:ty of these 
articles near the town* He bad the kindnes» 
to present me with an engraved copy of a 
Qreek inscription, which was lately found 
near the gate, and which. L here insert, m 
order to exercise the critical ju^ment of the 
learned^* , 

As the general features of the land, and 
the shores of this island resemble those- of 
Calabria, many of th|e old inhabitants pretend 
that there are strong reasona to believe, that 
it once formed a part of the cotrtinent. 

Through the kindnesa c^Qeneral Gampb^l, 
the British, governoir, weobtaineda passage on 
board a Britieb transport for Zante, abd 
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peet to sail to-4ntfrrow or the day after. Cdrfu 
is particularly disagreeable at the present mo- 
m&at, as very few Englii^hmen are permitted 
to* go on shore. . The British governor sftayed 
on > board the Revenge, where wre had yestfer- 
day the honour of paying him a- visit, and 
found him possessed of all that afl&bility and^ 
attention towards travellers, which ought 
to be characteristic of those who- fill such- a 
sitxiation. He wds so kind as* to permit ilslo 
inspect the ship, and I do not know that aliy 
thwig-.in my life eV^r struck nle^so fbrciWyi- 
as' the order, the discipKne, the- economy, 
the cotn^t^ the oohvivial'' and sbditl^ sfpirh, 
whioh^I saw reign thei^, attd Which' shtewed 
that this disciplitfe,\se^^er« a!^^ it Wfel^; hUd nb- 
thwg in it c'alcukted td bifeak the'- jR^feborh 
spirib of thfe^imtioii •: aM fill^ nie witfi-d^H^t ^ 
anti admirAtion^ 

A* the i^esent m'oni^ht a^H- i^ btistte in* 
Coifti. the regret of th^^Flffehdh sol^rt, in^ 
qtAtiiig* thfeir- sntt]^ birthS^4nn!*e' iSMirid^ itf- 
crettsed a«> thfe^* rndftttedH*^ of depkrtuife ' drfeW 
nigh. I saw them posting about tfief" strtiStij ' 
in order to dispose of their furniture, wood, and 
other articles, which they could not carry with 
them^ at any price they could obtain in such 
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an emergency. It was easy to see, that 
among other household effects, not a few, 
and particularly the officers, would have 
been glad, to dispose of their wives at any 
rate, as they began to find them rather cum- 
bersome. I was not a little amused at over- 
hearing a conversation that took place be- 
tween two soldiers, in their officer's room, 
which was contiguous to mine, and the par- 
tition not so thick as to shut out tbeu: 
loud conversation. Among other subjects of 
grievance, one of them observed, < que sa 
« Jemme etoit une ejcceUenteJetnme, mais gu'elk 
< iwoit quelques petits d^auts^ entre atitres celtd 

* de Vaimer jusqtfd la JoUe. Je voudrdis' 

* qu^ellejutkiaaectoutesajamille.' — * Yreste^ 

* raiUelle V asked the other. — * Non^^ an- 
swered his comrade, * elle m*a diclare^ qu^ette 
^ suivroit le bdtment d la ndge plutot qjue de 

* rester seul dans Vile et de demevrer separie 
' de moi.*-^-* Parbku^^ replied the other very 
drily, < vous etes^ disjbis plus fol qu^elie I que 
' ne la laissez-Jvous nd^er ■: eUe seraii hientot 

* fatigide^ 
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LETTER XIII. 

ZjKTM.-^Descriptim (f the Tmm.—Inns. — 
Theatre — Environs.— Climate.— Trade. — 
Usefid Hints. — Society. — Charact^ of the 
Inhabitants. 

Xante, July 1814. 

We quitted the island of Corfu at the close 
of last month, and sailed with a favorable 
breeze ; but had scarcely cleared the harbour, 
* when we ,heard a heavy firing, and discover- 
ed the flag of his Britannic Majesty hoisted 
on the fort of the town, in place of the 
French colours which had been lowered. 
We discovered that it was a salutation from 
all the forts, as well as the English men of 
war on the occasion, which was answered by 
the French vessels. It was a grand and beau- 
tiful sight to behold from our quarter-deck, 
the masses of smoke rolling in volumes on 
the pure blue sky, like the fantastic clouds 
that frequently diversify the west on a fine 
summer evening. A soft breeze set in ironi 
the land, and during the whole day we could 

h 3 
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distinctly hear the soiinds of joy and merri- 
ment from the shore, as well as the report of 
pistols and small arms from the diflTerent mer- 
chantmen anchored in the harbour. Here we 
lay iov so^e time becalmed* till a -faViOirable 
l^rc^e^e at la^t spi^ung up. We x;oa$j£d close 
Along the Other Ionian Islands, aud could 
distinctly see the shores of Paxos and Sta. 
M^aura, .^jid ia the distance we beheld the 
b^ie sumfnijLs of Ithaca and Qepbalpnia. 

The first yiew of the harbour of Zante 
is very imposing; several handsomje coun- 
try houses peep frppi amoqg the profu- 
sion of orange and lemon trees which 
line the shore. The port is not reckoned 
secure for ships of large burthen during the 
winder, ^Pj4 many are obliged to retire to the 
harbours of Uhaca, to take shelter during the 
heavy gales of Deceniber and January. We 
entered with a strong south-western breeze, 
which, I understand, during the summer 
months, regularly springs up about ten or 
eleven o'clock, blows very strong during the 
greater part of the df^y, ^pd (Jies a.way fit 
sunset- . , 

The to^i^n of Zwte is plea^ntly siti^|e4 .^ 
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the foot of a fertile KU. It is a long straggling 
plaee, consisting only of one main street ; 
the houses are old and badly built, some few 
are cbnstrUcted of bricks, but by far the 
greater part of Wood, and generally from one 
to two stories high ; the main street is broad 
and has the advantage of a side pavement. 
The market place, which is situated near the 
B^, is spacious and well laid out, and the 
houses are constructed with colonnades in 
fronts The square answers the double purpose 
of an exchange for the merchants during thib 
day, and as a public promenade during the 
suitimer evenings. There are several coffee- 
houses in this ^natter, but they are very indif- 
ferently fitted up. It is surprising, that there 
should be no good hotel in the town ; that 
which is called the hdtel d^Angkterre afibrds 
no eomfortable accommodation to travellers, 
who are generally obliged to hire apartments. 
As Mr. Maxwell held an appointment in 
the militia, we were so fortunate, through the 
kindness of the governor, as to obtain mifi- 
taiy aparttiierits in ihe town, though they 
could boast of no other articles of furniture 
than a large table and a few benches. Anto- 

m 
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rUro de Spiro^* our Greek servant, was of in- 
finite assistance to us in our domestic arrange- 
ments in this place. 

We went the other day to the small theatre 
here, but it was very thinly attended ; the 
company consisted entirely of Italians, and 
was very indifferent. You may imagine what 
encouragement is held out to performers, 
when I tell you, that we counted but'three 
ladies in the whole house. There is a very 
good church near the market place ; * the ar- 
chitecture is in good taste, and the interior 
well decorated. 

We have been taking an excursion on horse- 
back to see the environs of the town, which 
are pleasant and picturesque. 

The island is very fertile and produces a 
species of excdlent wine ; it has the same 
colour as claret, but differs from it in the 

' I I I II M ill ■ 11 I I I p i ■ I I ^ tmmm^mmmmmmmmmimmt0mmmmmmmi^mmm^i^mitmmm^mimmamtm'\m 

* It may be of use to the traveller to say a word re- 
specting this man, who is perfectly well qualified for 
his situation, as he speaks the modern Greek, the Ara- 
bic, the Turkish, Italian, French, ^ and English Ian- 
, guages with tolerable fluency ; in a word, he is at once 
an excellent servant, cook, and interpreter^ and at the 
same time a good natured honest fellow. We engaged 
him at the rate of twenty Spanish piastres, or aboiit^five 
pounds per month. 
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{sweetness of its taste ; it sells from eight to 
twelve paras, about six or seven pence a 
bottle: the white wine of the island is scarce. 
The gardens are kept in excellent order, and 
stocked with a profusion of orange and lemon 
trees which are very productive ; there is also 
an abundance of peaches, plums, and goose- 
berries, though but few cherries. Although 
the sdil is very rich, potatoes and other vege- 
tables do not come to any perfection } in 
fact they pay no attention . to the cultivation 
of these productions, as:they are more partial 
to onions and sallads. Currants are equally as 
good here as at Corinth and form a principal 
branch of their trade ; oil is also produced in 
great abundance and of a very superior quali- 
ty. They have rain so seldom that the. gar- 
dens require to be watered every evening, 
and not unfrequently great inconvenience is 
caused to the inhabitants by the drying up of 
the wells and springs. Cow's milk and but- 
ter are, as at Corfu, not to be procured, and 
we, feel its want the more, as the goat's milk 
they give us is very indifferent. This circum- 
stance ought not to surprise us, when we con* 
sid^r that at the present moment there is 
jBcarcely a blade of grass on the island : all is 
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(Withered up by the intensity of the heat. 
Most of die springs, as I before observed, 
are dried up, and of the few that are not ex- 
hausted the water is very bad. 
. The houses are generally well built and 
fliiostly of brick ; those on the borders of the 
«a are delightftiUy situated, land enjoy the 
kixiary of a refreshing breeze, at least once a 
day. We were shown the counti'y house 
which was inhabited by the queen of Sicily, 
when nhe paid a visit to %his island : it is 
an el^ant mansion, furnished in a very 
iiandsome manner, and commands some very 
beauttfui views. It belonged to the Austrian 
consul, who lately died bere^ 

There is a great curiosity, at the distance 
<^ about fifteen miles from this town ; I mean 
jdie famous petrolium springs, which emit a 
liquid resembling tar. 

The view from our window is enchanting. 
On a clear day wtid can distinctly see with the 
JEiakad eye the castle and houses of the 
liorea, although the distance must be more 
dian twenty miles* The. view on tb6 sea ii 
^onstatitly enlivened by a niiifi^F of open 
boats that 4re going and coming frc^tn PieH;Fas 
ttnd^thtf oppo^t« ooast> btesktes litetiy square- 



rigged vessels cm tfaetr passage to E/gyft er 
the Levant Nothing could be more de** 
iigbtful than tine vadety of .aspects under 
nfbjefa I hefaeld the aea from this aituatkm ; 
aometimes it lay extended in ^daina of liqaid 
light, with every veaael reflected aa in a fairror: 
two days ago i saw it when it blew a gde^ the * 
wavses ran very high and whitened into foain, 
while aeveral small <^pen boats that were sur- 
prised by the suddenness of the ^qaafl wiii^ 
labouring with the biUows> and sUdving to 
gain the shore. A fine breeze generally sets 
in from about eleven o'clock till roidnigfaty 
^but in the morning and evening there is 
usually a dead calm. ThcHigh the heat 
is intense, yet the island is conaidered very 
healthy ; unlike its neighbour Corfu^ it is 
seldom visited with fevers during the summer. 
The place carries on a considerable trade ; 
the harbour is at this moment crowded with 
vessels of all sizes. Packets sail regularly tp 
Sicily, Malta, Greece, and Corfu; and it is 
at no time difficult to obtain a passage froqn 
this island to Egypt and Cypri2«, as tjiere 
Are always vessels here bound foir thdse 
^arters« A westerly wind genersdly sets ki 
from June to November, > ^d that the ptesisge 



156 MESSES I BUKCE AND SEEGANT. 

« 

to Egypt is very expeditious at this season : 
which likewise presents an advantage, by the 
cessation or abatement of the plague, the ex- 
extremes of either heat or cold being equally 
^effective in stopping the progress of that des- 
^ tractive malady. It is also advisable for tra- 
vellers rather to wait a few days for a comfort- 
able conveyance, than expose themselves to 
the manifold inconveniences experienced in a 
Greek vessel. 

As ^ the inhabitants lead a very retired life, 
strangers find scarcely any society in this place. 
Fortunately for us, we had a letter to Mr. 
Bunce, who is one of the first gentlemen in 
the town and very attentive to travellers; 
and not less so is Mr. Sergant, a merchant 
of respectability, who speaks English very 
well, and has constantly ships bound for Eng- 
land. It was to his recommendation that we 
were indebted for our useful Greek inter- 
preter. 

The inhabitants of this place do not bear so 
good a character as those of the other islands ; 
they are lazy, jealous, and revengeful. On the 
summit of the hill that overlooks the town 
stands a gibbet with the body of a man, and 
the tnain street exhibits the hocrid is^ectacle 
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of a human head fixed on a pole. Upon 
enquiry, we were informed that assassination 
was formerly very frequent here, and that the. 
perpetrators always fled over to the Morei^ 
where, for a trifling sum, they were protected 
by the Bey of Patras; but that since the 
island had come into the possession of the 
English, this shameful evasion of justice had 
been put a stop to by the spirited ^«xertioii8 
of the Governor, and so flagrant a crime 
visited with exemplary severity. What we. 
had just witnessed was an example of thii 
necessary rigour \ the spectacle could be seen 
at a considerable distance, and had produced 
its desired efifect. 

The men are dressed like those at Corfu* 
The female part of the inhabitants are hand* 

■ 

some, and well made, but, like their neigh- 
bours, very pale : their costume also resembles 
that of Corfu« They speak modern Greek 
and some little Italian, but scarcely any 
French. We could seldom see any of them in 
the streets, or even get a glimpse of them 
at the windows, which are all covered .wiUi. 
lattice-work, so that they have the advan- 
tagei if advantage it may be termed, over 
the passenger, by being able to see him and 
yet remain concealed themselves. Formerly 
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thajD never went abroad- except in matk»^ hut 
iMdiy tbey have exchanged them for t^' 
long black veil; and even that is used by 
mfsny of the haikhomeF ladies^ who are more 
soticJtoust to display than to muffle up- tfacrir 
cbarms) rather as an^ ornament than as the 
iMans of concealment. But I speak this only 
of onmarried ladies^ for the husbands are so^ 
jmImis, that they oMige their wives to^ be 
doMtsmtly veiled. Seme of the Papas^ oi^ 
priests^ do nojt bear a mneh better charaeter 
than the greater portidn of their congee-* 
gialioativ Pffelt^not a^ little concerned' to see' 
ob^of tbim' almost daily passing our window 
tipsy ; he solicited charity, and-was^foHowed' 
by^ a-' crowds boys, who shouted and made 
spt^i^f t*ie weakness of their pastor. 
• We»have^ etigaged- our passage^ on^boaM' a^ 
Gmek* btigi beund*fmr Alexandria*; thfe vessel 
is^manned'by ten Greelc sailors 'and'tWo bo^t 
M^^eCB^tiM, tb' whbm*ihe sfclip belongs, ir 
not a' native ' of tHisr* pHkce, they appoint^ ia^ 
met^iant of* thb island as captain,^ to wiioiti" 
wa» appropriated a* part* of the cargo; he*' 
gd«i' und^ the denomination of the flig'* 
captftin. Our agreemi^nt is^ for forty Spanish 
pias&esi or tftn^ pounds Eiiglish, fSr W^: 
MiaWrfeU and ' my^ antf half that sum: £bt 
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our two servants ; this is merely for our pas* 
sage, as we have to provide ourselves with 
every thing necessary. The brig does not 
present the most inviting appearance ; but we 
had no choice, as there were but two other 
vessels bound for Egypt, one of whicl^ seemedr 
tQ be very old and crazy, while the other bad 
been infested with a.sipk;iess which had cari^ied 
off three of her crew. The cabin of our 
brig is uncomfortably low, and very roughly 
finished off; there is no table, nor any thing to 
sit upon but the floor, and no windows, so tl^t 
the only light admitted is from the" doot: 
added to which, the vessel is unclean^ and 
badly rigged, 

I took a sail this morning, to see the new 
harbour which they are making to receive- 
ships of greater burthen. The work is going 
on rapidly, and willmuch forward the interests 
of trade. It is intended that the harbour 
should be of sufficient magnitudie fdr ships of' 
large size, and even frigates^ to ride safe at* 
all' seasons. Tliat for smaller* vessel)^ • i& al- 
ready completed, and^ it affordi^ them tbe^ 
facility of lying close up to the town. ShfpS' 
performing quarantine are stationed 1 at the 
distance of about two miles froni the shore, 
and are distiiqpiiriied by a ydh)w flag* 
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Departure from Zante. — Greek Sailors.^-^ 
Arrival at Alexandria, — Precaution t6 
Travellers hi the LEVA^T.-^^The Plague. — 
Resident Consuls. 

Alexandria^ July 1814* 

From the fourth to the ninth of July our 
honest Greek captain ordered us daijy on 
board, where we waited in vain for our depar- 
ture} but new difficulties were continually 
started. One day he objected to sailing un- 
der pretence that the wind was not fair ; on 
anotlier day the fault.waslaid on the custom- 
house. At length our patience was almost 
exhausted, as we had given up our pleasant 
apartments, taken leave of our fine gardens, 
and the beautiful orange and lemon- trees 
which had afiforded us such fragrant and re- 
freshing shade. The thought of having been 
forced to quit all these enjoyments rendered 
our disappointment doubly provoking, and we 
too soon found the truth of the proverb 
" Gnecajidesr nfMaJides** It was on the 9th 
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of July that he relieved us from our disap- 
pointments, by heaving anchor and getting, 
under weigh. As I am used to the sea, I had 
grown quite familiar with thQ exclamations 
with which British and Amferican tars cheer 
each other at their labours ; habit had made 
thai whidi is so annoying to the landsman 
rather pleasiqg and cheerful to me. The 
contrast, therefore, on board the Greek ves- 
sel was remarkaible : these turbaned sirs hardly 
uttered a syllable^ it was a dead silence and a 
grave cei'emony. But if they kept their gra- 
vity themselves, it was impossiUe for the- 
spectators to do the siame, for after seeing- the 
a0ttvity4nd expedition of British seamen, their 
alvkwfiindness was inarvellous: nor was tfaef 
anchor raisfed without many a fellow's getting 
some awkward contusion, by being thrown^ 
doWh by hid still more awkward neighbour. 

It- was three in the afternoon before we 
were bnder Weigh, when a fair breeze sprung 
up, and we sailed at the rate of five or six 
kndts an hour. We had a fine view of the 
Mdre'a,' as oiir capt&in, ieonscious of his 
nau^cid ignorance, kepi at close as possible 
in shore, tbat incase of bad weather he 
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might make as quickly as possible to the first 
port for shelter* 

On the 10th we could plainly distinguish 
Sapienza* The captain borrowed our glass, and 
was spying about with much solicitude the 
whole day. A boy was kept on the mast to look 
out, and give notice if any boat appeared in 
sight, as they pretended that pirates, parti* 
cularly the Mainottes, who are famous robbers 
and pirates in the gulf of Coron, lay in that 
neighbourhood in ambuscade to surprise small 
vessels. We, however, passed without acci- 
dent, the wind continuing fair and the sky 
clear. On the 11th we were off the island of 
Cerigo, passing it with a fresh breeze, the 
wind rather increasing : towards evening we 
discovered the high mountains of the island of 
Candia. On the same day we bailed a Turk- 

4 

ish vessel, with several blacks on board, who 
with their white turbans formed a curious 
contrast. Their captain informed us in the 
Turkish language, that he came fromSioiyr- 
na, and was on his way to Trieste; that 
they had had a remarkable quick rui^ having 
been only four days at sea. Their vessel was of 
a very singular construction, being pointed at 
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both ends and broad in the middle^ carrying 
only one very large mast. Ships of this coq* 
straction are fast sailers, but unsafe in a 
gale of wind. 

It was on the 12th that we enjoyed the 
cheering and magnificent spectacle of the 
sun rising behind the summits of Mount Ida« 
During the whole of this day, and part of the 
Idth, we had the lofty chain of these classical 
mountains full in view. The tops of several 
were covered with snow, and formed a daz^ 
zling . and magnificent horizon ; indeed the 
wholeisland presented an imposingappearance. 
The .weather on the 14th was rough and un^ 
pleasant, the sky looked rather wild, and the 
breeze blew fresh from the south-east; we 
heard several claps of thunder, but no rain 
followed. We remained the whole day anxi- 
ously expecting the pleasure of seeing the 
port of our destination, and of getting rid of 
our ignorant and . disagreeable companions, 
who were busied in clearing their anchors and 
in . preparing their papers for the custom- 
house. ' Towards night the weather grew fair, 
the sky became serene, and a moderate 
breeze from the south-west carried us plea- 
santly along. On the 15th of July, at seven 
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in the morning, we discovered three small 
vessels ; this produced a general ^y, but it ww 
not till eleven that we had the satisfaction to 
discover land. 

The first object that met our ^es was the 
summit of Pompey's Hilar, though we were 
then at about ten English miles distance from 
shore ; the tops of the moscpiea seemed to 
emerge from the sea, and by degrees the fiat 
shore of Egypt, and a part of the town of 
Alexandria, arose to view. About twelve we 
discovered a Turkish pilot boat' rowing txi^ 
wards us-; the' pilot asked the captain ffte 
size of the vessel, and ho^ much water it 
drew, without offering/ to^ cdme on board, 
although we htad kept the signal flying fod 
above two haurs« As soon as tiie captam 
had answered' the liisual*. questions, ihe bcMi<> 
rowed off to another ^^sel^ and left ns to get 
into the port as well as we coukl. A few^ 
hours after we dropt anchor in the Part^ 
Ttirc0f off Alexandria. : 

In addition to the disagreeables attaod^ 
ant upon Greek vessels, I nnist menttOH' 
that we had scarcely put to sea wheb th^* 
eaptainr as well as the sailors^ tbok off theitr 
dresc^ which evto sn thtf iOit iostaikce'Wta^ 
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not the most splendfd^ and covered tbem- 
selves with rags* What a pteasafit spectacle 
to see these feUows placing the deck, with the 
most perfect iDdiiFerence towards either the 
captain, the mat^, or passengers ! Besides, 
as our cabin was miserably close and ^on-^ 
fined, we were oUiged to take our meals on 
deck, in the midst of these disgusting objects. 
During the whole passage they never once, 
cleaned the deck of the ship: how.regaling to 
the^enses such a scene ; how likely to stimulate 
an appetite already impaired by the nausea of 
a sea voyage 'i Most of Iherh lay the whole 
day utretched upon their backs on deck, and 
covered with remnaints of old sailcloth : some 
had even the cool impudence to stretch them- 
selves at full length upon the quarter-deck, so 
as to pirevent u» from walking. They appear* 
ed'to pay very little respect to their mate, or 
even to theircommander : each man, without 
orderd from thef officers, or uttering a sylla* 
ble, either hoisted' or lowered the sails, as hil; 
stupidity or fancy happened to suggest : thid 
was even done by ^he boys^ the oldest of whom 
was but sixteen. The hehn was generally 
lathed, whilethey lay snoring and. unconcern* 
cd' about the uitsteady element ihey had to 
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deal with. If it blew fresh, they forced one 
of the three boys to take the helm, who left 
it every moment and went very deliberately 
to the forecastle to light his pipe. When th^y 
had finished their sleep, they sat on the deck 
cross-legged, and amused themselves with 
smoking and playing at cards, disputing every 
moment who should go and take the helm ; 
and if by chance any one took it, he left it 
immediately to see the event of the game 
his comrades were busied in. Not that I ever 
saw the captain partake in these amuse-> 
ments ; but on more occasions than one, 
both Mr. Maxwell and myself have run to 
steer the ship till their dispute was settled, 
pr till the helmsman had given his opinion 
^bout some material point of the game. Their 
meals were far from being luxurious : they eat 
nothing during the passage but raw onions 
dipt in oil, with stale bread, and cheese as 
hard as stone; they had two casks of new 
i¥ine, which was quite sour, and served as the 
pnly relish to their scanty meal. There was 
little or no fire-wood on board, and though 
we were only three days at sea we felt its want 
considerably. They had neither spy-glass, 
^pe^king-trumpet, nor regular compass with 
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them, steering by the sun and their own in^ 
sfinct : a compass, however, would have been 
useless, as I am sure there was no one but 
the captain who would have known how to 
steer by it. We were, one day much surprised 
to see a large fire on deck, and found the 
captain and his son, a boy of thirteen, busied 
in caulking and tarring the long boat. Al- 
though it blew pretty fresh^ the rest of the 
gallant crew were all in a profound sleep, 
and in spite of our observations, the captain 
would continue to expose the ship, and cover 
the quarter-deck with thick clouds of smoke, 
which the wind blew directly in our faces to 
our no small annoyance. In a word, it is im- 
possible to describe the filth, ignorance, and 
brutality of these fellows. 

We had hardly dropt anchor, when a cus- 
tom-house officer came to demand the captain's 
papers ; and no < sooner had he left us, than 
we were visited by the boat from the health 
office. The doctor was a young Piedmon- 
tese, dressed after the Levantine fashion, and 
of rather a genteel appearance i he informed 
us that the plague had just ceased at Cairo, 
but was raging with great violence at Rosetta, 
Damietta, Jerusalem^ Smyrna, and many 
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other to^M in the Levant ; and that the Pacha 
of Alexandria had established a quarantine 
on all vessels coming from these parts, and 
had «hut the gates of the toyrn to prevent the 
entrance of strangers from Caiiro and Rosetta. 
This was not the most^pleasing news, to men 
in<iur situation, accompanied as it was by a 
caution against holding, any communication 
with a number of vessels that lay at no great 
distance. 

We dispatched a note by the doctor to Mr. 
Lee, the British consul at Alexandria, under 
the .'hope that permission might be obtained 
£rom the Pacha for us to come on shore. It 
was four o^clock when the interpreter came 
with this, order, the consul having very 
kindly sent him to accoinpany us. We were 
repeatedly warned by a Turkish officer to avoid 
the ismall craft which were lashed one to 
another, and filled with Turks and Arabs from 
Rosetta and Cairo^. under quarantine. The 
poor fellows shouted to us as we p^sed, and 
seemed to be either asking for victuals or per- 
mission to come on shore.; it was the most con- 
fused and disagreeable, noise I ever heard : the 
Arabs in particular accompanied their shouts 
with very curious gesticulations. The drog- 
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man of the English consul took us to a kind . 
of cdfee-house, kept by an Italian called 
Pietro, where we at present reside. It is a 
small miserable house, with^ very wretched 
accommodations ; yet even here there is a 
billiard table and a coffee-room. The motto 
over the door is in Italian : Paga oggi domane 
credito—* Pay to-day, to-morrow credit.* 
. A residence here, however, is by no means 

« 

so desirable as lodgings in some private family, 
or with the drogman, who takes in a few 
boarders. The following are the consuls who 
reside here from the different courts, to whom 
travellers from each respective nation will do 
well to apply for all necessary information. Mr. 
Lee is the English consul ; Mr. Drouetti, the 
French ; Mr.Lazzari, the Swedish and Danish; 
Mr. Camps the Spanish ; Mr. Alexander 
Breccianti the Prussian ; Mr. Goddart the 
Austrian and Russian; and Mr. Vantozzi 
the Sicilian consul. 

« 

Strangers who visit this town ought to pro- 
vide themselves with their own mattrass and 
linen, not (forgetting a:.g4U2;€ jiet to keep off 
th^'fhosfquitos. Itispi^udefitin'tl'ieserotiWtrties 
not ^uite to undress, and 1to keej) the Windows 
closed during the night As the streets hei^ 
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are neither paved nor lighted, travellers should 
never go out without a lantern, to avoid the 
badness of the roads, and a cane as a protec- 
tion from insult. I am advised by the old in- 
habitants to avoid the night air, and never to 
walk with my head uncovered during the heat 
of the day ; as a caution against the opthal- 
xnia, they also advise us to wash our eyes twice 
a day with cold water mixt with a few drops 
of vinegar^ They said we should bathe often, 
eat but little meat and fruits, and confine our- 
selves as much as possible to vegetables ; we 
were also cautioned against the use of wine, 
and advised to chose rum and water for our 
general beverage. As the houses in Egypt 
are almost all destitute of the necessary uten- 
sils of cookery, a canteen is indispensable. 
Throughout all Greece and Turkey, the Khan^ 
or inns, consist of nothing but the bare walls, 
and it is lucky if even these be found weather- 
proof.* 

I have already observed that it is advisable 

, ' ■ - ■ , 

* It 18 also advisable for the traveller to be provided 
wi^ his own saddle and bridle, as most of the horses 
and asses have nothing but an old woollen cover, which 
will be found very uncomfortable, and at the same time 
expose him to the danger of catching the plague. 
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to visit Egypt and Syria in the months of June» 
July, or August, or in January, February, 
and March, as it has been found that the 
plague is less active in its destructive influ« 
enc^ during the extremes either of heat or 
cold. When symptoms of this evil appear, 
the greatest caution should be observed in 
touching things, ^iralking the streets, or com- 
ing in contact with any person. After re- 
turning from a walk, it is particularly ad- 
visable to wash the mouth, face, and hands^. 
with cold water mixed with a little vinegar : 
smoking is also thought very commendable^ 
as it conduces to purify the air. 
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LETTER XV. 

JOmcripUon ^ Alexanjmoji. — Ewdrcm. — - 
Bwipej^s Pillan — ■ Cleopatra*s Needle. — 

Hurkisband CkrisUan I/adies.^^Climate.'-^ 
Mtmsieur Drouetti. — Statue and Inscription 

* ffi^und here^^^Aral^.-^Siate <f ike Quaran' 
tme. 

AlexaBdri«» July 1814. 

This tpwp, which was formerly very jich 
and splendid, is now partly in ruins. The 
houses are ahnost all. two .stories higb^ qf a 
white chalky colour, and built without chim- 
neys. The roofs are flat, and here the inha^ 
bitants generally sit in« the evening to 
breathe the fresh air. The more wealthy 
have a kind of tent erected on that part of 
their houses, surrounded with flower-stands to 
shade them from the sun and to keep off the 
night air. The houses have no glass win- 
dows, but blinds or lattice-work, in order 
that the ladies may look into the street, 
without being seen by the passengers. Many 
of the houses have a kind of balcony or 
gallery in front, covered with lattice-work. 
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through which they re<^ve their vafioM 
provisions in the tiae of theplagiiey asoa 
these melancholy occasions all the in^abft^ 
tants are confined to th^ habitations^ andnor 
one is pernutted to have either ingress^ or 
egress during thi$ kiod of horrid qusu^ntiiie;^ . 

I was informed thaC the itibabitaDtts were 
once shut up for nine aK)!nths together, wkll^. 
out : any person of( the family * beinjg p6 Amte' 
ted ta go out» in^ oonsequefioe of the: vio^ 
Imce of tlieplague. They ace obliged toose 
much precaution ia receiving tiiieir prdvinon 
through: these lattices, as difiereni articles oS 
food, under various circinnstandes^ are* mbre: 
or less liable to convey infection ; breads for 
instance, wh^n in a warin rtate^ is very liable 
to communicate the^ plaguy but wbei>> bold^ 
does mM^ possess that pbwen I^urge . basheta^ 
are lowered down into the street, and hoisted 
again the tnolnetit th6 provisiona are placed 
in thiEfm i thesCi with theit' contcoits, sJSe itni^ 
mersed fot, some time in o<Ad^ water before tbic 
setvanti are peroiitted, tdtoueh themV 

The. streets are ndrrdw suid riot pav0du 
The paralde is spftcious^ and stMiatdd near ^r 
sea^ it has beenr improved and gravelled by; 
the French, and BtrVeB to a^ Walk iAer. simi- 
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set to the Europeans^ who come here in the 
cool of the evening to enjoy the freshness of 
the sea breeze. The bazar, or market place, 
is very extensive, but narrow, and the shops 
have a miserable appearance. The town is 
divided into two parts, the Quartiere Franco^ 
where the Christians live, and the Quartiere 
Turco, which is almost exclusively inha- 
bited by the Turks ; the former is airy, and 
the houses tolerably well built, but the latter 
is remarkable for nothing but its filthiness. 
The French have erected a fine wall round 
that part of the town which faces the sea, 
and the Turks have planted several cannon 
on the spot. 

In consequence of the quai*antine, the gates^ ' 
of Rosetta were shut, and no one could have 
either ingress or egress without an order from 
the commandant of the town ; however, we 
obtained permission, through the kindness of 
Mr. Lee, the English consul, who did us 
the favour to accompany us. We rode out 
to see Fompey's FiUar, and passed the sub- 
urbs, which are little better than a heap of 
ruins, as the houses were destroyed by the 
French in the late war in order to get 
the wood out of the buildings, of which 
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there was a considerable scarcity* When 
we reached the gates of the town^ which 
are very plain, badly built, and apparehtly 
very old, we saw whole s warms of Arabs 
and Turks from Cairo and Rosetta, who were 
performing their quarantine. We could 
not help feeling rather uneasy, as we were 
scarcely able to pass the crowd without 
touching some one or other, particularly the 
Arabs, who as usual were vety vociferous and 
full of gesticulation : the object of their 
clamours was that they might be admitted into 
the town. Fortunately we were all provided 
with canes, and used every exertion to keep 
them at a distance ; but this, even with the 
assistance of two of the Consul's janissaries^ 
we found no easy matter. 

The country appeared very barren, and the 
grass was all scorched up by the intense heat. 
After riding about an hour over a sandy 
waste, varied only by small hills, we arrived 
at this famous remnant of antiquity. It is 
formed of one entire piece of granite, about 
seventy feet high, and stands on a barren spot 
covered with broken earthenware ; from this 
circumstance it is. supposed there was once a 
manufactory of those articles. The Turks 
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haire lately ma<le several excavatiOi» under 
the pillar, from an idea that some treafivore 
might be concealed there: ancjl such h 
the effect of this destructive curiosity, that 
it if, to be feared the pillar will be unable to 
stand for any length of time, unless some; 
lovei: of antiquity should undertake to sup* 
port it. The Turks are always very s«^i- 
cious when Europeans visit this spot, fear- 
ing . they may discover and carry off some- 
thing valuable. Man is fond < of connecting 
hia name. with every thing that conveys the 
idea.of gieatne^ and ittiperishable durctbility*: 
this column is filled with names of traveHera 
who have vished it ; some even are written 
quite, on the top. Several English sailors 
climbed up to the summit^ and in this exalted 
situation drank to the healtii of a monarchy 
whose name is< dear, to Englisbmen-, and^ 
whose virtuea no distance can obUtefrate from 
tlmriminds. ' • ' 

; Oh a sniall hill, at a sliort distance from .the 
pillar, we had; a very jftne vieWof the isea, 
ati^tching in long level lines of light, and 
fcrming a, iiesplenderit frai^e to this singular 
, picture. From tbietfce^we rode tti Cleopatra's 
Nioedie, which is a^ curious obelikki covered 
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with hieroglyphics. The Turks have also 
fafeen digging here, and discovered many 
stones shaped out for the purpose ot arcbi- 
tectiire. Besides this there is another obe- 
lisk^ almost of the same size, which we un^ 
derstood some English gentlemen had an in- 
tention to convey to England, but unfortu- 
nately for the arts it was found too ponderous 
to admit of being removed from its situation. 

There is little or no society here: the 
Turks live quite retired and never mix with 
the Christians, though they are tolerably 
polite and attentive to travellers, particu* 
hrly towards the English^ of whom they 
I8pea:k witb great respect. I .observed, also, 
that most of the ships in the harbour were 
under .English colours ; and althoti^ France 
is BOW at peace with all the powers of Europe, 
I could count oQly two ;FreQch ships In the 
port. The Turkish ladies are seldom seen, 
Aflnd never walk out except in masks, which 
')are foriM'd of black silk, leaving only a part 
of t^e nose and the eyes visible. I met several 
*fn the streets wrapt up in a kind of white gown, 
*with sleeves so very wide and loi^ that even 
the pointB of their fingers could not be seen, 
"^ey wear a long whjte veil over the bead» 

voir. 1. N 
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80 (but their bytr and every part i& poncealeci't 
tbey. have always a Turkish servant anne^ 
f<rflow^ theiD. The Turks seldom walk in 
the streets with their wives ; in fact, the only 
ooinpanion I ever met theni with were thdr 
long pipes. In their houses the head-dress of 
the Turkish ladies is a white berretUh & .ktQfl 
oi cap embroidtred with gold and fastenefl 
ott cHie side. Tbey wear their hair very lotng,; 
it is .generally bkack^ and reaishes in long 
platted fold» alitlPSit down to tfo^ir ancles. At 
the end of every fpld t|iree seqtiins are sus- 
petided; thin seevis to be a favourite orna- 
ment : they have also a variety of the same 
rifully arranged in their headndrefi. 
walks the Bpqfiam st«^ended fcoei 
their Jong Aowmg treeses^make a jingling 
notse» like ^ many bells* This is a cuslom of 
very high anttquily, ae may be seen in the 
d««criptioo which the prophet Isaiab gives of 
the lusHir^ of hit, time. Tbey also wear 
neeklacee composed^ of sequins aiid pearls» 
a ve/y looee rcA^e of white Indian maslipr 
wi^ikad with. oRoamental %ures and of the 
ricked cokMts, ndth sleeves like those of the 
Greek ladies They wear yellow balf-bootf, 
veryloose^ and conseqowtly.btttiU adapted 
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to display the elegance of a neat ancle. 
They also wear a kind of loose yellow slippers^ 
over their boots when they go out. But the 
most extraordinary part of their taste is that 
of dying their nails of a blue or orange colour. 
There isi something very tasteful in the 
scarf of white crape, richly embroidered with 
gold and silver, which they throw over their 
dress with graceful negligence. The few I 
have met in the streets have large feet, and 
are rather inclined to be corpulent from want 
of exercise, consequently there is but little 
grace in their walk and gestures. Their eyes 
are very vivid and expressive, yet seem mark« 
ed ^ith a character of grief at tlieir capti- 
vity* Of the Frank or Christian ladies^. 8om« 
are dressed after the European manner^^ 
others ailer the mode of the Turkish ladies^ 
except that they do not go masked, and wear 
no white loose scarf« Both Turks and Chri»« 
tians have almost invariably a string of beads 
in their hands, which they constantly county 
as if by way of pastime. There is a church 
at a short distance from the town, which 
most of the Christian inhabitants frequent cip 
the Sunday. 

lit. 

Mr. Polani, a rich merchant here, has oor- 
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respondents in almost every part of the Le^ 
vant, and I advise yQU to procure a letter of 
credit upon him ; he is civil, but the inha^ 
bitants accuse him of carrying the principled 
of economy too fan Mr, Lee, the English 
consul, is very poh'te and attentive to travel- 
lers. We have seen scarcely a single garden 
of any magnitude near the town, but there isr 
one at about half a mile distant rented by 
Mr. Lee, which we went to visit ; the soil is 
so dry that they are obliged to water it every 
evening. Dates were in great a(bundance; 
there were also several orange and lemon 
trees, pumpkins, and a few other Vegetables. 
The climate is very pleasant, ad ^e haV6 
an Italian sky ; and although the nights and 
mornings are hot, and the sun powerful, yet 
at two o'clock there is regularly a strong 
westerly breeze, which is very refreshing. 
The greatest annoyance we find here is the 
multitude of flies and insects^ which not 
only torment the person, but also render it 
impossible to keep any thing liquid from 
them. I really believe our stomachs will be^ 
soon accrustomed to them, as it is almost im* 
possible to avoid swallowing a certain dose 
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jdurii^ the day. The musquitos are equally 
troublesome during the night; and a mus- 
quito-net is absolutely necessary if you wish 
to enjoy a moment's repose. 

We visited the elegant collection of antiqui- 
ties belonging to Mons. Drouetti, the French 
consul, who is well informed, polite, and at- 
tentive to travellers of all nations. He in- 
formed us that some time ago he was out 
shooting pigeons, which are in great abun- 
dance here j he killed one which fell in a 
yard belonging to an Arab, and while in 
search of the bird discovered a piece of black 
stone, the rest of which was buried in the 
ground. ' He offered a Spanish piastre to the 
Arab if he would permit him to dig on the 
spot, to which he gladly consented. On Mons. 

Drouetti's digging, he found a most beautiful 

# 

statue of granite, with a Greek inscription, 
of which I insert the following translation 
with which he presented me :— • 

* Le peuple Lyden d Ptohmie^ chef des 

* gardes du corps et grand veneury un des pre- 
f rniers faooris de Ptolomie, et Jils de grand 

* veneuTf qui d cause des vertus et de lapietS 
^ permanente de son pire, rend ks Di^v^ safis^ 
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« fails etprapices, au Rot Ptolomie, d sa sctur 
« la Seine CUopatra, d leurs enfansy eFaupeu- 
* pie Lycien.^ 

We saw the statue, Which is in a perfect 
state of preservation, and from four to five 
feet high. Monsieur Drouettt sliowed great 
attention to some English officers, who were 
prisoners here during the war. In prcx>f of this 
he shewed us a letter he had received from 
Geperal Fraser, wherein he expretees his ac- 
knowledgment for these attentions. Being 
on the best terms with the Pacha, he not only 
obtained their liberty, but even provided se- 
veral officers with a letter of credit on Con* 
stantinople, to which place the govempieiri: 
sent them. He also assured us, that owing 
to his intimacy with several of the Beys up 
the Nile, be had been the cause of cutting 
off the supplies from ihe English army. He 
pretended that, had the army of that nation 
first taken Rosetta, before proceeding up the 
Nile, they would have Obtained provisions, in 
spite erf* the Beys. 

The general costume of the Ar^hs is aldnd 
of blue frock coat and a white tiMiaii, l%rey 
a|l go barefoot, are bf dark cfomptexion and 
well made, with rather small eyes. The wo<^ 



ni^% have ^imdl Imnds and feet, with flbort 

Uudc katr^ blise eyes, and good teeth ; th^ 

4B;eiifenilly wear a dress of an indigo blue cd- 

jioar, with ahoit sieevies, btst wtthotit any 

covering to their heads. Thoi^h the drapery 

th^ wear is very inefS^etual in concedKog 

:^ibeir persons, ao thsft their bfeasta are fte- 

i^tiently 3eft quite expoied, yei they p6swiii a 

^natural modesty, whkrfi inatinctii^iy pfoapts 

them to torn from the gaze of an Europeati. 

^e wen at^e esctrenely polite, and fond of 

afaakJBg Imnds with trai^ellers on the noad^ 

^adiioh ^foved nojHttU annoyance to us, fimn 

Ae Jqpprebension of taking the plague. Th^ 

j«ve ako 'vei^ eeremomOBs in puttiag^a tHirkig 

^eB^rtesito .those they meet ; first waking 

about Iketr own iheakh, then as to that of 

ibeir wives asid £imilies, and fimiHy whether 

ifaeir cattle .and aerimitts ase aafe and well. 

Should they see a teaveUcor atiwacly aqnaater 

iof ^ mile ^distant, ihey will come np to liim, 

filace "their right hand on iheir foveast, rindce 

faandsystad^ut tbeiaboVemieiitionedjqQeslMiiB ; 

and tia aocooierfis their icmiiosi^ aatisBed twith 

tbe^Yoiier iitastweia sthanttbey depart. 

IMstmbringlisaw a^gteatdfnveHifHmnpdis, 
. ^ixrikta Aad >£ffr the Jamky.arf' lihe itteIaBi»^^who is 
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tatryingon a most destractive war againsfc the 
Mohabic Arabs. Water here is very JncBf- 
ftrent} that of the Kile, which is mostly, used, 
18 very bad, especially when the river is low. 
The Arabs come with their camels from jbl 
great distance to fetch it in leathern bottles-; 
at the command of the Arab, these docile 
animals will kneel down, that their master 
may load or unload them with greater ease. 
If the Arab is cruel enough to overload the 
animal, it will utter cries' and groans, by 
which I have often seen the beast prevail 
upon his master to discharge part of tiie load 
for its relief. The dromedary is not so strong 
as the camel, nor is the breed of them so im- 
merous. We were informed^ that when the 
French were in Egypt they rode these ani- 
mals doidile» and ,thus formed a rqs^iment. 
They do not trot fast^ and their motion is 
very uneasy and disagreeable. 

We learnt two days ago, that in conse* 
quence of a sudden order of the Grand Se- 
nior, received by a frigate, the Pacha was 
immediately to raise the quarantine, that issage 
being contrary to the law of the koran.; in 
consequence of this injunction, the : quaran- 
tinie esftablished hefe, by : the adnce of Hons^ 
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]>rouetti, who is a favourite of the Pacha^ 
was suddenly dissolved. This caused much 
Alarm amongst the Christian inhabitants, as 
Turkish sailors were actually seen in the 
streets with the plague upon them, and some 
of. those infected with it were found in the 
bazar. Many European families shut them- 
selves up in their houses, and thus formed a 
kind of domestic quarantine, in the manner 
above described : the English consul inform- 
ed us he intended to do the same the very day 
after our departure. This is the reason why 
you will receive my next letter from Cairo, 
as we find it too hazardous td make any longer 
stay here ^ therefore to-morrow is fixed for 
our departure to Damanhur, on our way to 
Chibrakit, from which place we shall embark 
for Cairo. Through the kindness of Mr. Lee, 
we have obtained letters of recommendation 
from the Governor of Alexandria to Ali Bey, 
who is governor of Damanhur* We have de* 
cided on travelling during the night, to avoid 
the danger of coming in contact with people 
in the streets, and to avoid the beat. Two 
camels are hired, and several asses, to form 
our cavalcade. We quit this place with re« 
gret, as circumstances have not permitted us 
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to pxamine it with the atlexrtiioQ we wished ; 
not only the aki'm of the plague, but ihe iiK 
convenience we should have experienced, 
from all our friends being shut up in their 
houses, forced hs to come to this detem m ab 
tton» 
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Departure for Cjiro. — Arabian ViUage.^^ 
DAUANSun.-^Visit to AU Bey. — TtarUsk 
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Nik. — B uLAc-^-^jiRO. 

Cmro, AngMt 18i4w 

Acter having loaded the camels^ ^c. with 
vtit bt^gagCp we proceeded on our joctmey» 
under the escort of two Arabs, who were well 
tecommendfed to tis. On the eve of ooi^ 
i)eparture, Mr. Buckingham, a great ' tra- 
^ller in these j[>arts, httroduced himself to uDi, 
'and re^piested to accompany us to Oaiir6, aii 
iiie tras known to the English consul in thnJt 
place* This gentleman spoke very good Anu 
tiic and we were ^ad of his company. Wfe 
started about midnight, and formed a c6n)it. 
tllEinMe cavalcade. Mr. Maxtrell, Mr. Bt^Sk- 
Ingham, and tnyseff, cMnposed the van^dttifl 
^ordbttrisexvs^tttts^ with Aittottio dk t^^^ Hfe 
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Greek, and two Arabs, were in the rear, 
escorting the camels loaded with our baggage* 

The night was all serenity, and the heavens 
sparkled with numberless stars. All was 
hushed. We did Dot meet a single person, 
nor was the sound of any animal to be heard. 
The atmosphere was warm but pleasant, 
though not a breath of air was stirring. An 
Italian sky was above us, but it wanted the 
accompaniment of the nightingale, the absence 
of whose melody rendered the scene in- 
complete. . 

We continued our journey over a very bar- 
ren track of country, till we saw daylight break 
in the east. Between seven and eight we mat 
several Arabs, and could hardly refrain from 
laughing at the formal inquiries they began U> 
put to us, after having shaken hands with our 

whole cavalcade. About nine we were much 

. ». • • . - 

pleased to see a village appear in sight, being 
rather fatigued, and in want of our breakfast. 
H9lf an hour after we reached the place, 
where we stopped at the house of the sh^k^ 
or judge, who received us in a very friendly 
manner ; he spread an old straw mat in the 
yard before his door, and presented us a 
wooden bowl filled with fresh goat's milky 
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and a kind of a thin ca^e of rye. \^e had 
scarcely seated ourselves v^hen the whole viU 
hige^ men, women and children, surround- 
ed us, and formed themselves into a circle kt 
iCbout three paces from us. The Sheik's family 
and friends sat with us on the mat, and did 
not a little annoy us by their admiration of 
every thing we had, particularly our knives, 
coats, travelling caps, &c. Not content with 
bare admiration, they could not be easjr 
li^ithout handling the various articles that de- 
lighted them. One of the servants foolishly 
showed our pistold, which were loaded, as a 
necessary precaution against the hoards of 
plundering Arabs which infest these partf. 
The Sheik no soonet saw them, than, as usual, 
^he was anxious to examine one of thetn ; wife 
Were apprehensive of an accident, and were 
obliged to take it from him : this for a mo- 
faent offended the old man, but he soon 
got into good humour again. The ^omen 
laughed to see us using a knife and fork : 
some of them were rather handsome, and 
Were dressed iitblue gowns with short sleeves ;. 
others were almost naked, and little attentive 
to the deanliness or decency of their persons. 
)^oet of the children were qufte naked, even 
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tbo86 at th^ age of ten yean^ and rai^ abftP^ 
like wild aolnials» or sat playing in the hot 
sand« The women stood and gazed vety eai^» 
nestly at U8» but the moment we fised our eyga 
upon them^ tbey immediately put their gowi» 
before their faces. There was not a Turk 
to be seent nor any human beings except 
Arabs. The village looked very miserable :. 
it might consist of nearly two hundred bouses^, 
scattered about without any order; they 
were ail of one story and built of mud» 
without either windows or chinmeys. The 
house consisted of but one miserable room> 
where they all slept huddled tcgether. ; there 
were no windows^ and the only light admitted 
was through the doors» a few only excepted, 
which had round holes in the walls for this 
purpose :. each house had a kind of covered out« 
haiise» where their pig3 were kept* The onlj^ 
trees in the place are date^* It is customai^ 
in Egypt, when a Sbeik dies, to place his toxak 
in the middle of thp village, where his friendqf 
met a fountain for fresh water, and the <poot 
of the village, or some old people,, who are 
unfit to work, sell it to the traveller fqr on^ 
or two paras a pitcher. After having^refresh* 
ed ourselves and fed our animal;, ^ (h^^ 
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thf Sheik for hU civilities^ and made him a 
preset 0$ SQfBi^ Spanish piastres. We tlie9 
Aaek hanjd3 mlik all his friendttp and witl) 
moreUian half thecirclet and mounted owr 
asses tQ cpptiiiue the journey to Damanbu;: ( 
but had hardly li^ft the house when we were 
£b)towed by a crowd calling ' bachsbishr^^ 
dfivkrmoney. We pretended not to under^ 
stend what they wanted j but tliey continued 
to follow us above a quarter of a mile» and 
tbea returned to their village* 

At eleven o'clock we found the heat in^ 

itepse' ; there was not a tree to be seen, to a& 

fQfd a gipqaent's shade from the scorching 

4U9, a^d we were almost exhausted, as we 

h^d neglected to take fresli water with uf; 

Atone o'clock, when our tongues were paieh^ 

ed and our faces blistered by the sun, we had 

ft)W'g)9od^9rtane to discover peveral 4ate; 

tfe^t vlmk a^rd^d us a abelter to rest un- 

der^ and a Shejik's tomb with a fountain of 

Iresh water : though its taste was but iodi^ 

/ ftvent, -yet it proved a luxury in a moment 

like the present. Having refrei^d oiJU*«elyeB 

we again coptipued our journey, without any 

interr option, aud without meeting with any 

thii^ interesting* 
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At five o'clock we came in sight of \h6 
town of Damanhur, and shortly aft6r reach- 
ed the house of the Governor Ali Bey, 
to whom, as I have already mentioned, wi 
had letters of recommendation. We entered 
a very extensive yard and came to a larg^ 
wooden house, which was one story high, 
^nd surrounded by pillars of brick. Here wg 
Nvere received by three Turkish officers, the 
'priBoipal of whom was treasurer to the Bey ; 
his name we learnt was Hasnada, and he 
appeared about twenty-six years of age : the 
others were two favorite slaves; one was a 
Turk called Hassan, the other a Mamelukife 
named Mahomed Ali ; the first wore a greein 
Turkish dress, and the two others red gowhf. 
They conducted us up a large wooden staiv^ 
case of neat workmanship, but by no means 
very cleanly, into a large hall filled with 
Arabs and Turks. From this apartment we 
were ushered into a large room, Wainscotted 
in a very rough manner, and neither' papereil 
nor any other way ornamented. At the entry 
hung a kind of lantern, and the middle of 
the room was divided by a wooden, raifl, 
which enclosed a sort of elevated plat^^rm, 
with ail approach to it of two steps. Aboirt 
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a dozen sabres and pistols were suspended on 
nails on the outside of the railing; Seyerial 
Turks were seated on the stej)s,. but they 
all rose on our entrance; and signified 'that 
we must take off our boots and shoes on the 
outside. This done, we entered the inner 
rail : two windows with ornamented woodeil 
work were facing us, a carpet was spread in 
the room, and aroiind it, cbse to the wall, 
were red silk couches^ a]Eid cushions of the 
same stuff. 

On one side sat the Bey cross4^gged smok- 
ing the hukOy a long pipe the tube of which is 
immersed in a vessel of water. He is a tall 
handsome looking man about forty-two years 
old, of a dark complexion, with black hair 
and mustachiosi . He "wore sl richly embroi- 
dered Turkish dre^s, and was surrounded 
by several old Turks, who stood at a respectful 
distance. A very old Arab, with a grey 
head and beard, sat on a cushion on the 
floor near him :. we were informed that he was 
the Sheik of the town. When Mn Maxwell, 
Mn Buckingham, and myself entered; the 
treasurer requestfed us to sit doWn on a couch 
near the Bey ; : our Greek interpreter, Ai>- 
tbttio de Spiro^ stood on our lef)^ and' the 

veL* I* o 
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Scotch mrrnnt mt oii the steps outside ilie 
rails^ as he was not permitted to enter the 
inner part. The Bey contifmed talking with 
the Turks near him» without paying any atten- 
tion to us, till we had rested ours^Tes for a few 
minutes: indeed it is a custom wilih %he 
Turks, which I believe prevaib all over tbar 
dominions, that when a stranger comes into 
the room he is permitted to sit down and mst 
for a short time before they enter into <^cm- 
versatton with him. He then placed his 
right band upon his breast, whidli compKment 
we answered in the same way. fie told us^ 
through his inteipreter, that he was very 
glad to see us, and begged we would sit and. 
act according to the European customs. He 
assured us be was very fond of the Europeans* 
having been educated amongst, liiem at Sallo- 
nichi. We presented him our letter of re- 
commendationi and during die time the B^ 
was reading it, several slaves dressed in green 
brought us long pipes with very rich amber 
jnouth-pieces. The pipes were Brat carried 
to the chief offices of the Bey's life guard, 
who presented them to us, havi^ previously, 
smoked a few seanids to see if. they were 
well lighted* The same slaves .brought each 
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of Hi t cttp ctf c6ffee» witheat itmlk^and tweet- 
eotid with white powdered sugar. The co£fee 
was of the choicest kind, and served up in a 
mi^U stiver cup on an earthenware saucer. As 
soon as we had drank it, the slaves reached us 
a glass of sheri^t : it is composed of oatmeal, 
boiied with sugar and mixed with roserwater^ 
and is a very cool and refreshing bever* 
age. They brought the Scotch servant, who 
sat on the steps before the railf, a dish of cof* 
fte, but no pipe or sherbet. 

l¥hen the Bey had read the letter, he told 
us, through his interpreter, that he wish- 
ed we would make his house our home, 
and stay with him at least three wrecks. 
We thanked him for his polite i*ecep- 
tioB, and obseirved that we might, per- 
h)q)s, paM <ihis way agsiin, when we would 
Mttainly avail ourselvei^ of his kind offer ; 
btrt that our present stay was limited to two 
d$^ He €ibs6rve4» that several travellers 
hitf pMlnSsed him to 6ome back, but that he 
ntveir foiind ottt who kept his word. When 
we apologised for appearing before him co- 
Irered wUsfa dust, he said that all honest men, 
wlletlier wdU or ill dressed, were the same to 
hini) at; worth and good conduct made the 

o « 
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only distinction. He laughed very heftrtily 
wbef), we informed him that Napoleon was 
sent to the Island of £}lba, observing that the 
bird was at last caught in a cage. During 
our conyersation some slaves brought a very 
richly . ornamented silver tripod> filled with 
burning ,coals, upon which some incen$e was 
thrown, and it was presented to us to inhale 
the fragrant smoke,, and at the moment, we 
inclined our head a slave sprinkled some rose- 
water over us, from a bottle he held iti his 
left hand. Having taken nothing since pur 
scanty breakfast^ we were not displeased 
when the treasurer announced that 'supper 
was ready. 

The Bey observed that yfe must need re- 
freshmenty and begged us to retire without 
ceremony. We readily obeyed, and were 
conducted to a moderate-sized sqpartment, with 
two windows looking into the yard : there 
' was a, small mat on the^ jSipor^ and six lai]ge 
baskets filled with grapes and water melonn ; 
the Bey had ordered these fruits to be plactd 
here that w^ might partake of them whenever 
we felt inclined. The treasurer and several 
other oflScers^of the Bey's guard directed the 
slave)! to. place a small. round Iron plate upoii 
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a low table, around which we seated odrsi^lt^s 
upofi the mats. They gave us each a- sntali 
ix>nnd loaf, which- was very thin and baidly 
baked, but served us as a plate ; there wai ifO 
tfl^l^doth or napkin, and instead of a knife 
and fork we were furnished with a small 
wooden spoon. One of the slaves brought 
us a brass bstson anfd a pitcher of water, and 
presented us a white towel embroidered with co- 
loured- flowers which hung over his shoulders. 
After we had washed our hands, another slave 
brought a boiled calf s^ head, and placed it on 
a wooden plate before the treasurer, who 

* ■ 

stood' at the table. We were not a little sur- 
prised when the former reached his^band. to 
one of th$ slaves to put up his gpwn and shirt 
sleeves; we wondered what this preparation 
meant, hut were^itiU more astonished to see 
the treasurer take the calPs head, tear ^it to 
pieces, and withtbis fingers place a piece of it 
before each of us. He was constantly helping 
us in this delicate manner to those parts lie 
thought most to our taste. Nothing but 
extreme hanger could have induced us> .to 
partaOke* of it, and we frequently shut our eyes 
ip order not to observe the grand treamirer's 
operations. When this dish wais taken awa^. 
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tlM dftves brought another, cooUining srx 
iiried pigeons, which underwent the saibe pro* 
ceil as the calf's head. A slave preisented 
W • pitcher of cold water to drink, which 
went rouod the table, the treasurer and se^ 
vend officers drinking after us« They eat of 
almost every dish, and several inferioif of* 
fleers, who stood behind us, seized a piece 
befwe the slaves took it away. After the 
pigeons we had a rice pillaw, with fowls, and 
a kind of pudding ; the two last dishes would 
have been excellent had not oil been used 
ioitead of butter, even to profusion. Af- 
ter helping us to water melons and grapes, 
ihey took away the table, and a slave br6ught 
lis Water to wash with« Our pipes were 
then again presented to us, next came 
ooflfee, and last of all a glass o£ sherbet. 
At ten o'clock we retired to bed ; the heat 
during the night was intense, and the room 
filled with flies, who were as unwilling any 
one else should sleep as themselves : but the 
fiktigues we had undergone during the day» 
nade us insensible to a variety of annoyances 
which on any other >oGcasiooi would have been 
stifficimt tx> banidh repose. 
At ao^jterly hour next monling I heard 
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agreat noise in the c6urt*yard, and saw sevend 
young officers employed in breaking in their 
Arabian chargers. They set off at full spofd 
and tiirew long javelins over the horse's head^ 
then suddenly stopped short, and wheeled 
about to their first positton; aa old officer 
was with tfaen2» who tau^t them this exer- 
<!ise. Their saddles were of wood, raised high 
both before aad behiad and covered with 
ieather, without being much stafied^ andl 
resembled pack saddles; the stirrups were 
as large as shovels^ and oot unlike them tn* 
shape and form. They odither wear boots 
ttor spurs, but a kind of large 6li|ip4rs. The 
Bey never kept his horses in the stabfe dww 
ing the night : but after sunset the grooms 
who were all Arabs, and wore white pieces 
of liaea around their arms, to show ikktw- 
office, brought earth and strewed it aroundt 
the. yardt and fastened the horses wllli 
ropes, for them to sleep in the open air* 
In the morning these animals, about an 
hundred and twenty in number, most of ihem 
very fine Arabian chargers^ were cleaned, and 
conducted to a large fountain iu the yard 
to be watered, and were then sufieredto return 
to the stable. The grooma carefully cdlected 

o 4 
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the earth oh which the horses had skpt, and 
about a dozen little Arab boys gathered the 
dung and mixed it with the earth; this 
composition serves them instead of coals for 
cooking, as wood is very scarce' all over 
Egypt. The ashes of these earthern cakes 
are thrown carelessly into the streets, where 
when heated by the burning sun they be^- 
come pulverised ; arid as the slightest breeze 
is sufficient to' raise this fine diist in, clouds, 
it becomes very obnoxious'to the eyes. 
i ^ At eight o'clock they brought us a large 
bowl of goat's milk and. bread for breakfast; 
'as the Bey was indisposed, we could not 
*eee him till late in the' evening. £arly in 
the morning, we had the' honour of a visit 
frDm the treasurer and several other officers, 
who were very, loud in their . admiration of 
almost every thing they saw, particularly bur 
pistols, maps, &c. Their hints c were too 
broad not to be taken, and we made all of 
them presents of different articles. They re- 
quested very particularly to h^ve oiir names 
written in English, although they could not 
read them ; and were, highly gratified by 
being^ presented with our printed cards. 
tn*the afternoon^ we were accompanied by 
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the treasurer to see the town of Damanhur, 
which is a miserable place; the houses are 
built of wood, only one story high, and have 
very small windows but no chimney ; all 
the doors were open, and the inhabitants 
sat at the entrance.' Many families were 
spinning cotton, and others were dying linen 
with indigo, the blue colour of which was very 
clear and beautiful. Heaps of ashes lay undis- 
turbed in every corner of the streets, which are 
irregular and narrow. The bazar, or market 
place, is a long narrow range of buildings, 
composed of barbers' shops, coflGbe. and eating 
houses and dancing rooms, frequented by 
Arabian women ; their music consisted of 
a pipe and a kind of tabor, and the assem- 
bly was composed of about two dozen fe- 
malesy from fifteen to eighteen years of 
age. They wore nothing but a kind of 
blue cotton gown, cut so short, both before 
and behind, that I could not help wondering 
at first how our present fashion could have 
reached them so soon. Both their feet and 
hands were bare, and their nails, eyebrows, 
and chins were dyed with indigo. They 
had very large iron ear-rings and bracelets 
painted blue ; so proud are they of these or- 
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naments, and of every thing painted this 
colour, that they wear these ponderous or- 
naments round their ancles : I even sair 
some who wore large rings in their nose& 
They were very troublesome, and continued 
dancing and jumping before us till we quitted 
the bazar. 

The treasurer informed us that the town 
was partly fortified ; we requested permission 
to see the tort, provided it was not contrary 
to the usual regulations, to which request he 
willingly consented. After walking a short 
distance from the town, he showed us an old 
tower almost in ruins ; on one side was 
ft kind of old brick wall with port holes, tHe 
road up to it was obstructed with a heap cf 
mud and ashes. The artillery in the fort 
comnsted of one dismounted field piece, 
and another of smaller mze in the same 
situation, neither of which was loaded. 
JPbliteness would not allow us to smite at 
this mockery of a fortification, which two 
English soldiers, headed by a corporal, 
would have been sufficient to surprize and 
capture. After inspecting the military store£(, 
we returned home perfectiy overcome with 
the heat, and diuch annoyed by the asfaes^ 
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which wefe very painful to our eyes, fbc 
although the breeze was light they flew 
in clouds around us. 

The people seem to have little or no idea, 
of cultivation, as we saw very few gardens 
asround the town, and these miserably laid ou(^ 
with scarcely any fruit trees or vegetal^ea. 
On our return home we were shown the 
bftth of the Bey, whicti is a very elegimt 
building, and does not at all correspond with 
tbe niiserable appearance of the town $ it is 
partly of white marble, and contains a large 
lathing room, a dressing room, and several 
smaller ones ; the floors were all covered with 
floats and carpets, but the place was so heated 
jtibftt it was almost impossible to stay there 
without being suffocated* 

We had scarcely reached home when we 
beheld a most pitiable spectacle, and a striking 
ipstance of the barbarity of the Turks. In the 
court-yard of the Bey we saw about eighty 
Arabian prisoners, of both seizes and of differ* 
ent ages ; several of the men were very old 
god blind, and some of the women appeared 
so iU iM^d faint as to be hardly able to stand. 
'nie poor wretches, together with the. children 

wkQ.»(^Qmp9m«^ Xhw ^areqts^ w^re cbaiMd 
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on the feet and neck with heavy iron fetters. 
It was truly a heart-rending scene ! They were 
conducted by armed Arabians, who acted 
as a kind of constables, to the fountain in the 
yard, where they gave each prisoner a pitcher 
of cold water and a small allowance of black 
and badly baked bread. These . unfortunate 
beings had no other crime laid to their charge 
but their poverty, in being unable to pay the 
exorbitant taxes the Bey imposed upon them. 
They are condemned to prison till they can 
discharge the debt, and this is generally for 
life, as the poor wretches have no resourcefi 
left whereby to earn the means of payment. 
The Bey has two prisons at the entrance 
of the . yard : they consist of large roofns, 
the floors of which are neither boarded nor 
paved ; there are no windows, and only two 
small holes over the door for the air and day 
light to penetrate. These rooms are filled 
with prisoners, who hardly ever see thie'day- 
light or feel the fresh air, except when fed 
in the yard, and who are obliged to lie on 
the cold ground, which is clensed only 
once a month. When it is considered that in 
one of these rooms there were seventy^six 
prisoners, all ohained with heavy iron«, some 
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imperfect idea msiy be formed of the mu 
sery.and horror rf the place. Here, not 
uDfrequently, a blind and aged father may 
be seen expiring in the arms of his childrent 
exhausted by want of food and fresh air ; or 
a daughter overwhelmed with anguish at bOi* 
holding the sufferings of her sickly mother, 
without being able to give her any other rilief 
than sharing her sorrows' and bathing her 
cheeks with ineffectual tears. 

The- establishment of the Bey is very con- 
siderable; be had in his seraglio twenty-six 
wives and concubines/ besides a great many 
favourite slaves. His stud consisted of about 
fifty horses for his own use, besides about font 
kundred and fifty troop horses. The numbef 
of his grooms and slaves must of course be 
proportionably great 

In the evening, before supper; we took leave 
of the Bey^ and thanked him for his kind re- 
c^tion. He appeared sorry that we were so 
soon to quit bim^ and told us that we should 
go up the Nile in his own boat ; adding that 
as we: intended emb&rking at Shebrachit, be 
would send orders there forhis boat to forward 
us to Cairo. We accepted his polite ofler 
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and redred to our TocmB, where ^ weM juafi 
preparing to retire to rait when we he^ A . 
gentle knock at the door ; it was repeated^ cur 
servant rose, and on opening the dtor, 
found — not an amorous adventurer from die 
not far distant seraglio, as IbBf perbii^ 
be anticipated, but our friend the treason 
rer, who was come to communicate a ee* 
cret. Must I disclose this piece of Mussel* 
man scandal and tell you that this importHnl^ 
secret was no less than a request that we 
would give him a bottle of rum, of which we 
had three field flasks filled and hanging in out 
room. I Said they were filled — let me correeit 
myself— they had been so, but several /of 
those fiuthless Mussel men had paid more ho« 
mage to them during our absence than to the 
Koran itself At first we refused the requesit 
of our friend, apprehensive of the conse- 
quences ; but the enlightened Turk pressed 
so hard, and assured us so earnestly tfiat he 
would only drink of it with great modemtitfii 
and in case of HCkness, that at last we con- 
sented to let him have half a bottle, teOing 
him, however, at the same time, I3iat we 
would keep it a secret only as long as he siade 
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a nndenBte tne of it^ and that tiie moment 
he converted it to a bad purpose the Bej 
^19hould be informed of it. He eagerly seized 
the botde and {)laced it with much precaution 
in his pocket, highly delighted and repeating 
)us sincere thanks. 

The next marking we experienced another 
proof of the Bey's politeness. When our Greek 
interpreter went to engage asses for our jour- 
ney, he. speedily returned to inform us that the 
Bey had ordered some from his own stable for 
us, together with an escort, which was only 
waiting to know when we intended to de«- 
part As we wished to avoid the heat of the 
day it was decided to start as soon as we 
had taken our breakfast. When we came 
into the court^yard we found the follow- 
ing cavalcade arranged: first, four of the 
Bey's head grooms, neatly dressed in white 
frocks, conducting a most beautiful Arabian 
charger, very richly caparisoned with a sad- 
dle-doth of red velvet and gold. Our old 
friend the treasurer was chief officer of the 
escort, and he ihfbrmed us that as the Bey 
could hot ride himself with us he had sent 
his charger, which was almost an equal ho^ 
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nour. Nothing could be more gay and 
splendid than the leader of the escort; he 
wore a green Turkish dress embroidered 
with goldi and a very rich sabre, whose handle 
glittered, with precious stones } and we could 
perceive by his looks that his resolution had 
failed him in keeping the promise he made 
us the niffht before. Two other officers of 
the guard followed dressed in red, and[ about 
sixteen soldiers, some of whom were Mame- 
lukes. Next came Mr. Maxwell, Mr. iBuck- 
ingbam,. and myself, our servants following 
us ; in the rear came a camel laden with pro- 
visions, and another carrying fresh wafer. 

The kindness^ of the Bey exceeded out 
expectation, for when on the eve of de- 
parture our Greek went into the court- 
yard to distribute backshish (drink mo- 
M^y)* as is customary, to his surprize hot 
a single person would receive a parUf as 
they had positive orders from the Bey not tQ 
take any present, and it was with difficulty 
we could prevail on a few to accept some 
trifles. When we rode out of the town, the 
guard respected the ^ey's charger, and did 
him the same honours as if he had been 
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mounted by hh master. We were much an. 
noyed the Arabs, who ran after lis, parti« 
cularly when we passed the bazar, voci* 
ferating backshish! backshish I We endea* 
voured not to notice them, but as our guard 
was a short distance in advance they became 
very troublesome, particularly an old fellow 
with two boys, who pulled me almost from the 
saddle. Seeing that we laughed and did not 
mind them, • they wanted to make still mote 
free by putting their bands in my pockets. 
This forced us . to hail our guard, who perceiv- 
ing the mdb, sent three Mamelukes, who gal<- 
loped back at the most furious rate With their 
drawn sabres, and immediately dispersed 
the whole crowd like so much dust driven 
before the 'wind, and in. an instant not an 
Arab was to bei seen. 

You will be sur^uised that we should ride 
upon asses when we bad nobler animals at 
bur command ; the reason was that we could 
not ride upon their very hard saddles, be« 
sides the bridles we brought with us would 
not suit their horses, as they need v^ry strong 
bits, from the manner in which the Turks 
are accustomed to stop their animals when at 
full speed. It is not to be wondered at 
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that the officers did not wear the same dresn 
as the soldiorsy but rode in a plain Turkish 
cofltumd : the fact i», that in Egypti liardly 
two soldiers are dressed alike> and still 
less uniformity in this particular prevails 
among th^ officers. When we were about 
four miles from town, we requested the trea-^ 
surer and guard to return, which he did after 
bidding us a hearty farewell^ and leaving us 
an escort of two armed soldiers and two 
S^rooins to bring back the camel. Our eseort 
stopped several Arabs driving asses ladet 
with water melons to the market of Daman^ 
hur, and not only robbed them of as loany w 
thi^ could carry away, but were proceeding 
to beat them had we not strenuously opposed 
it. Whenever they meet the Arabs, they 
treat them in the most insolent manner. 

The same day at two o'clock we arrived 
without any accident at Shebrachat. It is a 
stmall town situated on the Nile, otmiisting oi 
only a few scattered houses. Our escort took 
us, according to the Bey'a difieotion, to the 
commandant, with orders for his boat and boat- 
men to be at our dispoeal ; the comioiuidant 
received us very pdiitely» and piDestented us 
with some water melons, of which our escort 
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partook with much avidity. At four o'clock 
tlie boat was ready, and our baggage being 
embarked, we took leave of the commandaxity 
9ati9iied our escort and embarked for Cairo* 
The boai was long and narrow, but had the 
advant^e of an awning and a good cabin : 
the floor was spread with a neat straw mat, 
and before the windows were green blinds 
neatly worked. . Qm captain ^nd crew con- 
sisted of four Anibs. At half past four we 
were under sail with a fair wind. . The Nile, 
in this place, is about a mile broad, the 
current very striHig and the river rcMigh. 
We passed many yemmas and other large 
Arabiau boats covered with mats and full d 
Turkish and Arabian passei^ers. 

Towards the evening our captain made 
fast the boat close in on the beach at the 
fopi of a village> and went on shore to 
buy flesh milk. Many naked boys swam 
ground our boat, and sevexal: girls came with 
Urge earthen pitchers to fetch water; the 
first thing they did was to wash their face? and 
hands, they then fiUed the pitchers and took 
tb^in away upon their heads. As soon as we 
ted taken om: provisions on board we again 
made sail, and passed seven^ villages delight- 
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fully situated on the borders of the river, 
and several fine gpronres of date-trees. We 
saw many milli on the banks worked by oxen 
and often by horses ; the u«e of these millsr 
is to draw np the water to irrigate the fields. 
About ten in the evening we stopped at the 
foot of a village to pass the night there. Our 
Arabs at supper time came on deck to say 
their prayers; they turned their face» to* 
wards Meeca» and at every minnte prostra- 
ted themselves so low, that their faces almost 
touched the ground } they prayed very fer^ 
vently and their devotions lasted about twenty 
minutes. We observe Sjeveral Arabs ^n the 
banks in similar reli^ous attitudes. The 
following day, as our boat stopped at a 
village to get fresh milk, we went^ ashorcn 
but found the Arabs very savage: about 
half a dozen boy» quite miked ran after ns 
crying * Nazari,^ and saluted us with a 
shower of stones. One of us would have been 
sufficient to have driven them away in a mio^ 
ment, but we had been cautioned never f6 
beat these boys, as it only increases their 
fury; we returned to oiir boats and the 
Arabs fearing the consequences suddenly ran 
back to the village. We saw the fieldi^ co- 
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vered with wild pigeons, which fiew in suc^ 
large flacks as to resemble a cloud* 

The river flows in a wiadiog eourse^ and 
the banks are generally low« The views IM 
continually changing: in the space of a single 
hour we passed a small desert, and Soon after 
a village with handsome groves of pakti and 
date trees, which formed a beautiful land- 
scape« 

The water of the river is generally thick, 
but of a pleasant taste ; the north-west winds, 
which usually blow from eleven till mid- 
night, caused the current to be very rough* 
We made some inquiries about the price of 
horses in a villi^e where there is a horse- 
market, an Arab told us we might have an 
Arabian mare and colt for the value of 
about ten to fifteen pounds sterling* We 
found very few fields that were well cultivated, 
as the land is generally parched and barren. 
On the third day we reached Bulac, a small 
town where the boats puts up to land the 
passengers going to Cairo. 

We went on shore and were well received 
by Colonel Misset, the English Consul Gene* 
ral of Egypt, and Major Taberna his secretary, 
both of whom were very attentive to travellers. 
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In the evening we proceeded to Cairo, which 
is about an English mile from Bulac, and went 
to the convent of the Holy Land, which is 
litttated in the Qmrtiere Franco. Colonel 
Misset, to whom Mr, Maxwell had previously 
written, had engaged apartments for lis in 
this place. 
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Convent at Cairo. — Description of the Town. 
'"^Inhabitants. — Opthalmia. — Environs. — 
Old Cairo. — Arabian Funeral. — Island of 
Raouda. '— NiLOMHt^R* — GizeH.— Maho- 
med Bey. — Bedouin Arabs. — Tyramids. — 
Sphinx. — Mamelukes. — Eastern N'ile.—^ 
DAMiEftA. — PoUle Reception by the Eng^ 
iish Consul. 

Wfi had each a room at the cotiVeiit» but 
as the aecommodatiotis were very indififet^nt* 
we had our dinners sent by an Italiani whd 
kteps a kind of inn in the town. The monks 
dined precisely at twelve o^clotk, which was 
raiUier too early for as : they keep a good ta** 
ble» and so great is their attention to travel- 
lers that they permit them to dine in th^ir 
company at a moderate expense. 

Oli^o is a large but miserable town ; the 
houses are mostly built of brieks, and two or 
thtige tftories high, with woodem bliild^ befbrb 
^ windtows: tb6 ^ti'^Ms and v^y harrow itnd 
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unpaved ; the generality of them shaded with 
a kind of mat, fastened by wooden poles 
on the top of the house, which serves as a 
protection against the scorching rays of the 
sun. During our residence here the heat was 
intense. Not the slightest attention is paid 
to the cleanliness or wholesomeness of the 
town : we saw many dead dogs lying in the 
middle of the street, and others around them 
eagerly devouring the carcasses. The Turks 
and Arabs are very fond of these animals and 
keep a great many, but allow them to run 
about loose and sieek their food where they 
can. There 13^ no police to interfere in these 
matters, and evetj species of filth is thrown in 
heaps in the street, where it lies . and infects 
the air around: hence we can be .no .longer 
astonished that the plague and other sick- 
nesses should prevail here. Indeed, so many 
of ilie dead bodies of anittals are seen scat* 
tered about the streets, that what is extra* 
ordinary in a great city, kites and other car* 
rion birds are seen hovering over the. most 
frequented places watching for their prey. 

There are many fine mosques which are by 
no means of despicable architecture^ as also 
» castle wh^re the Papha j«side% idid which 
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contains the various public offices. It is 
built on a rock without any attention to taste 
or achitecture, and the greatest part is falling 
to ruins The view from the top is very ine 
and commands a prospect of the towns of Bo* 
lae and Old Cairo. We were shown the fa- 
mous well of Joseph ; the water of which is 
very cold and clear, but we did not admire 
its taste : it is very deep, is surrounded witii 
a low railing, and is descended by a flight of 
steps : it is said to have been formed rn the 
year 1100. Cairo has sevseral manufactories 
of sugar, ^ass, gunpowder, &c» The houses 
iuthe Quariiere Franco^ which I before ob- 
served is inhabited by the Christians, gene» 
rally stand at the back of a yard, afid some of 
t^em are very large and well furnished ; but 
the Quartiere Tureo, as at Alejcandria, is very 
imclean and the houses have a mean external 
appearance: having never been in any of them, 
however, I can convey no idea of the internal 
accommodations. The house in which the 
French General Kleber was assassinated by 
an' Arab was pointed out to us. Most of tlie 
Francs, or Christian inhabitants, are dressed 
ia the Levantine style ; the wometi are rather 
Juindsome and graceful in their depbrtment. 



CIS ' . WOMEN* POFULAtlON. 

but mostly pale and of dark complexions r 
their dress is very becoming* We were in* 
formed that they marry very young ; ilideed# 
of this we saw many instances in f<^males, who 
at fourteen were already mothers of a family. 
They keep but little society and live very 
retired. Walking in the streets after sunset is 
as unsafe as it is uncomfortable^ because the 
streets are very narrow and not lighted ; 
added to this the state of the police is so bad, 
that thieves and assassins have every oppor«> 
tunity afforded them for perpetrating their' 
deeds of darkness, many of which arise from 
the spirit of hatred entertained by the natives 
against the Turks. 

We vi^ted the bazar which is very ex« 
tensive ; but there appeared no order in 
the shops, and all was noise and eonfu- 
sion. The public baths are very good and 
much frequented, as the Turks are very fond 
of bathing; and, indeed, it forms by no 
means an unimportant part of their religious 
ceremony. 

I could not exactly ascertain the number 
6f inhabitants, but was assured that if; 
amounted to about 260,000 souls; We wen 
not a little uneasy on ateduat of tibfc opdialmia^ 
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which unfortunately was very prevalent. We 
visited several persons who had the disorder, 
and were aware of its being very contagious ; 
but it was impossible to avoid coming, in 
some degree, in contact with those afflicted 
with this malady, as there was hardly a 
house in the town exempt from it. We were 
very punctual in attending to the advice 
of some the old and experienced inhabitants* 
The most important, as before alluded to, 
was to keep the head constantly covered, and 
to bathe* the eyes with vinegar and water: I 
knew several who were cured by this simple 
remedy. The inhabitants have an idea that 
short-sighted persons are not so much exposed 
to the opthalmia as those who have a godd 
sight. Several merchants informed me,- that 
they had been often laid up for five or dilt 
mdnths together with this disorder, and were 
constantly in the most excruciating ^ain« 

The streets are very quiet during the nighty 
as there is scarcely a person stirring. The 
Turks retire to rest at a very early hour, and 
at nine o'clock most of the inhabitants are 
already in the arms of Morpheus. The iSound 
bf bells is never heard in these countries ; 
their necessity k superseded in the foBowing 
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manner : a circular gallery Is built round tl)e 
turrets of the mosques, where Turkish boys 
are stationed, who, in a loud voice summon 
the Mahometans three times a day to prayers ; 
at sunrise, at noon, and at sunset. They 
dp not allow of watchmen, as their maxim 
is, ** each one for himself, and God for us all/' 
The votary of sleep may here enjoy the full 
luxury of undisturbed repose, as there is no 
midnight rattling of coaches, those vein* 
cles being entirely unknown, for the only 
mode of conveyance is either on mules or 
horses. 

The environs are pretty well cultivated. 
The Facha and most of the rich inhabitants 
have country houses at Bulac, with neat gar- 
dens, well stocked with date and palm trees ; 
they' also cultivate the grape and a few vege-^ 
tables. Few of our European fruits or ve- 
getables thrive here, in consequence of the 
great heat and the constant dr}?ness of the 
weather ; of this fact I was assumed by aa 
eminent merchant, who had an extensive gar- 
den at Bulac. We went to pay a visit to 
Old Cairo, which is about an English milt^ 
from New Cairo j it is badly built, the streets 
^re very narrow and unclean^ au4 altogether 
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it possesses little to interest the traveller. 
The streets were crowded with Arabs and 
dogs. 1 should think it a dangerous place to 
reside in during summer, as the former are 
sure to propagate the plague, and the traveller 
can never stir abroad without a dread of the 
hydrophobia from the latter. We visited the 
Greek and Coptic convents here, but found 
no traces of antiquity in the churches : the 
few paintings which we saw were but indif- 
ferent; there were none marked by the 
touches of a master. We also visited a sub- 
terraneous passage under the church, which 
is an object deserving the traveller's curiosity. 
Riding out of the town "we heard the sound 
of a tabor, and observed a crowd of Arabian 
women^ singing and uttering lamentable cries^ 
and at the same clapping their hands, and 
leaping from the ground in the most violent 
and frantic attitudes. Seeing our cavalcade 
approach, they manifested every sign of dis- 
pleasure at our intruding upon their tumul* 
tuous orgies, and did not fail to employ every 
• thfeatening gesture t<5 keep us at a distancQf 
On enquiring the cause of all this, we were 
informed by our janissary that it was the jcele- 
bration of a funeral. 
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Among other objects of curiosity, we 
paid a visit to the island of Raouda, or 
Rhouda^ to which we crossed in a ferry over 
a branch of the Nile. It could fiormerly 
boast of some large buildings, but they were 
destroyed by the French and Turks during the 
late walr* We also went to view the celebrated 
Mekias^ or Nilometeri which has been repre* 
sented in various designs : we descended two 
different flights of steps, and saw the column 
or instrument to measure the rise or £gtll of 
the Nile ; it is erected in a kind of spacious 
well, the vaults of which are exceedingly 
solid, and the bottom on a level with the bed 
of the hilK The rising of this river begins 
early in June, but is npt very perceptible till 
tlie summer solstice, when the waters become 
troubled, assume a reddish tinge, and are 
thought unwholesome* 

We quitted Raouda, and crossed another 
br^ch of the Nile to Gi;^eh, or Gizah ^* it is 
a small town situated on the western shores 
of the river, very irregularly bqilt, with no 

* A celebrated traveller gives it the appellation of 
Geeja^ as derived from the Arabian word freeja^ which 
signifies a passage, because there was formerlj a briclge- 
«t this place.*— Vide Bruce's Travels, vxd. i, fiage 4J. 
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oth^r ocnament thun the minarets of two 
mosques and some palm trees, but its.situa* 
tion is very fine. Mahomed Bey, who resides 
here> has a large house, to which they were 
making considerable additions ; the house iU 
self is but one story high, but the spacious 
stables and numerous outhouses give it an 
imposing appearance* Trav^ers who intend 
visiting the pyramids stop at this place to 
<^btaia an escort, as a protection against the 
Arabs, who are the terror of the deserts ii» 
which these wonderful productions of humaa 
art are situated. 

We were provided with a letter from Colo-- 
ftel Missel to the Bey, and were received with 
great politeness ; he is a man of no smalt oob^ 
sequence in these parts, and dignified by an 
alliance with the daughter of the Pacha of 
Alexandria. He invited us to sup with him 
and pass the night in his palace. Our supper 
consisted of a fiUau and some pigeons. We 
had not, it is true, the numerous attendance 
£U(id the variety of dishes, as at the house of 
Ali Bey, but then we had no treasurer to do 
the honours of the table, and that made am-* 
pie amends for the deficiency. About nine 
e'clock our ears w^re saluted with the horrfd. 
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noise of several miserable pipes and tabors ; ire 
were politely informed that this elegant con-* 
cert was the tattoo^ with which they were fa-^ 
voured every day, but that it was prolonged 
this evening for our particular gratification. 

The following morning, at the early hour 
of three, we set off with our escort, consist- 
ing of an c^cef, nine Turkish horsemen well 
armed, togetlier. with three Mamdukes, on 
our way to the pyramids, which are eleven 
miles from Gizeb. Our company rode undis- 
turbed out of the town, and passed several 
houses on the road^ surrounded by spots <^ 
cultivated ground^ where the natives scented 
busily employed in agriculture. Atthedb^ 
tance of about two English miles from the 
pyramids we entered the deserts of Lybia. 
The officer of our escort pointed out several^ 
Bedouin Arabs hovering around us at a dis* 
t^nce, and observed that they were not very 
friendly, even to the Turks, and therefore 
that the traveller had but little mercy to ex^ 
pect from them. These Bedouinfll were nearly, 
naked : their only covering was a kind of loo^ 
blue cotton garment that hying over their 
shoulders. The officer detached a picquet of 
two Mamelukes and four Turks, to reconnoitre 
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near the pyramids and dee if the coast was 
tleAv ; they rode off at full gallop, and in a 
short time returned with the agreeable infor- 
mation that they had seen only two Arabs, 
and those not near the spot. We set off at a 
brisk canter, and soon came in full view of 
these wonders of a former age, which being 
situated on a rising ground^ presented thc^ 
most imposing spectacle I ever beheld. Th'e 
view of these stupendous monuments, that 
hav^ outlived the destruction of nations, the 
fall of empires, and the ravages of time, fills 
the soul with mingled awe and adtniration. 

At length we arrived at the foot of the 
largest of the pyramids, and made the tour, 
contemplating it with feelings which it is dif- 
ficult to define* The stones that compose it 
iare of a yellow colour, and so piled that 
they serve as a kind of staircase, £Uidcan be 
mounted without much difficulty. On the 
eide which fronts Cairo there is an entrance, 
and an Arab, who was known to the Turks, 
came with a torch to show us the way. This 
passage resembles a cave : you continually 
descend on an inclined plane, in which 
notches are cut to stay the foot from falling* 
After moving in this manner backwards for 

voir. I. Q 



ftK LADY E. STAtffiOK. 

dieve twenty paces, we foand the passage 
grow narrower^ till we came to a second kind 
of entrance, which was so low that we were 
obliged to creep through upon our faandf : 
this was a very disagreeable task, as the air 
was quite suffocating. After clearing thtt 
narrow passage, we came to two large rooms 
of an oblong form, entirely composed of gnu> 
nite. Several enormous masses extend from 
one wall to the other, and form the roof; at 
th# end of the interior hall lies a sarcophagus 
fonned of a single block of marble, which 
the curiosity of some persevering visitant has 
wrenched open to examine the contents. 
After viewing these caverns, which the 
cheering beams of day and the enlivening 
breezes of heaven have never visited, since 
the ages past ti^t beheld the closing stone 
sink over the orifice, we returned by the 
same disagreeable path by which we entered, 
and were happy once again to breathe the 
pure air. 

We saw the names of numerous visitants 
written over the entrance ; among the rest 
those of Lady Esther Stanhope, Mr. Bruce, 
Ice. were plainly distinguished. 

After observing every thing that was in- 
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terestiQg we visited the lesser pyramids^ 
and traced the itite of many ruined temples, 
where it is conjectured offerings were made 
for the princes whose bodies were deposited 
in t^ese superb mausoleums. On returning 
to our escort we found some of them seated 
around theentrancesmoking, while others were 
preparing cofiee for us on our return. This ig 
a luxury which in expeditions of this kind 
{^hould not be forgotten: the Turks had 
loaded a camel with all the necessary appara* 
tus for preparing it, as well as with other re- 
freshments. We saw the huts of an Arabian 
village at a considerable distance, and seve** 
ral Arabs were straggling about the plain, but 
did not venture to approach us* One poor 
fellow of this tribe, attracted as I suppose by 
mere curiosity, for he came alone, approached 
1^ spot where we sat. The Turks called to 
bias to come up the sand-hill ; he complied^' 
and the officer of the escort gave him five of 
the horses to hold while they were smoking 
and drinking their cofiee. When they were 
about to depart the officer ordered the Arab 
to be brought before him, and asked him very 
sternly what was his business here ? He said 
he should not have come up the hill if they 
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had not called Km. The commanding officer 
observed that he wa» sare he had come v^iih 
no good intention, and ordered two Turks to 
seize him. The poor wretch knew what he 
had to expect, and immediately threw him- 
self on his knees, crying for mercy, and beg- 
ging them to let him go about his business, 
at the same time kissing the hands of the 
Turkish soldiers with the most abject submis- 
sion ; but all this did not satisfy the officer : 
he threw bim down, the two Turks stripped 
him of the only miserable covering he had on, 
and the former began to beat him with a stick 
ia a most un^merciful way. We interfered 
and obtained the poor fellow's liberty j and 
no sooner did he find himself free, than he 
started off like a hare pursued by a pack of 
hounds, and never once thought of waiting 
for his clothes. The whole band of Turks 
pursued him with stones and with loud shou|» 
and peals of laughter. We were disgusted 
with this brutal and cowardly scene, and no 
longer wondered at the ferocity with which 
the Arabs treat their oppressors. We then 
pursued our journey to the Sphinx. 

The, first view of this colossal wonder filled 
u;^ with admiration : its body is buried in the 
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sand, and only the head, neck, and a part of 
the back are visible. It appears to be formed 
of a single stone, and to have been hewn 
ftom the rock oh which the pyramids are 
built. Its height is more than twenty-seveii 
feet above the sand. Though the proportions 
are so colossal, the general outline and effect 
produced by the figure are pleasing and gi^ace-* 
ful ; the expression of the face is mild and 
benevolent, and the character strongly Afri- 
can. When we reflect that the fanaticism of 
the Turks has destroyed the eyes and nose of 
this figure, besides various other acts of muti- 
lation, and yet consider the effect produced 
even in its present state, it cannot but give a' 
high idea of the progress of sculpture at the 
time it was executed. The inhabitants of 
Giza pretend that a staircase was discovered 
in the body of the sphinx, by which the 
priests entered to deliver their oracles } and 
others have imagined that it was connected 
with the pyramids by means of a subterra- 
neous pai^sage. , I believe there is about the 
same degree of foundation for both these con-r 
jectures. 

Having gratified our curiosity with the sight 
of tbew wonderful remains^ we returned to 
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Gizeh by the same road we came» and were 
happy to repose from our fatigues in the pa* 
lace of Mahomed Bey. Our stay here was 
but short, as the guards and other servants of 
the Bey were at once imposing and imperti- 
nent : they had all received the presents 
usual on such occasionsi yet watched every 
opportunity of exacting more ; it would there- 
fore have been proper to have represented 
their conduct to the Bey, but we did not wish* 
to interfere, as it might only have served to 
expose us to greater insult. We took our 
leave, recrossed the two ferries, measured 
back the way by Bulac, and returned safe to 
our lodgings in the convent of Cairo. The 
weather was exceedingly sultry, and we were^ 
severely annoyed by the hot sand, it may 
therefore be imagined that the sight of our 
airy lodgings was not a little refret^og. . 

During our excursion we had frequent 
opportunities of observii^ that great jealousy 
^nd hostility existed between the Turks and the 
Mamelukes. As we were on our way to the 
pyramids a Mameluke, who spoke a little 
Italian, observed to us that the English did very 
wrong to come \» Bgypt merel}r to dune the 
French away. < Are lAiey not ChiistiaB%' be 
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observed, landmen, who like yourselves cul- 
^ tivate the arts and sciences ? Why did you 
' not rather attack the Turks, who are hostile 
' to your religion and your arts, and dei* 
^* stroyers of thie remains of antiquity ?' We 
smiled at the man's simplicity^ and were sur^ 
prised- that the officer^ who also knew a little 
Bbaiuw, made him no tefiy.^ 

We hired a bos^ for eighfy piastres, Egj^p- 
iian money, about eight guineas, to take us 
to Dainetta. It waa^ manned with five Arabs^ 
and the captain promised to cover the bmt 
with mats^ and afford us every other accom- 
modation for our journey. After taking leave 
of our good friends^ Colonel Misaet and Ma- 
jor Taberaa, we set sail : the wind was not 
vety f^ourable, but we dropped down with 
the current, which* was very strong* We 
took our course along tliat branch of the Nile 
which is called the Eastern Nile : it is nai^ 
rower t^an the Western branch, which leads 
t^ Alexandria^ but the banks were more in- 
teresting; the country was in general very 
fert^ and- affovdeil nai^y very picturesque 
views. We went on shore at several places^ 
anii the priacipe^ towns we> touched at w«e 
Maaflbumt and Mtet KaM» : the Ibnaer ia » 
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considerable town, with a handsome mosque, 
and supplies the markets of Damietta with a 
considerable quantity of rice. The bouses^ |ts 
in all the Egyptian towns, are miserable, both 
in their external appearance and their int^- 
nal arrangements ; the streets, it is true, are 
broad, but they are piled with ashes and filth. 
On our entering the place the Arabs flocked 
around us, and wished to shew the sincerity 
of their regard by shaking hands, and fa- ' 
tiguing us with their usual string of complin 

mentary inquiries. 

During our course down the river we seve- - 
ral times struck on sand banks, particularly 
on one about five miles from Manaoura, from 
which we had some difficulty to extricate oinv 
selves J this is a proof that -the Nile isnotna- 
vigable by vessels of any considerable burthen, 
or at least that the Arabs are perfectly igno^ 
rant of its soundings. We met nothing but a 
few small boats laden with rice for Damietta* 
In our course we were delighted with several 
bursts of beautiful scenery, that were con- 
stantly varying as we followed the windings 
of the Nile. 

After a voyage in this pleasant way, of two 
days and two nights^ we arrived the thir4 
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day, at six in the morning, off Damietta, 
where we were hailed by a boat bearing the 
English colours at the stern. We were asked, 
if any English milordi were on board, and oa 
replying in the affirmative, the boatman said, 
he was despatched by the Consul to fetch us 
on shore. W^ were not a little gratified by 
the mark of attention thus shown us, gdt into 
the boat, and made for the shore. Near the 
bank of the river we found the English Vice-, 
Consul seated on a mat with his secretary 
waiting to receive us. On our approach he 
rose and saluted us, at the same time informing 
us that he had received notice of our in« 
tended visit from Colonel Misset, and had beeti 
here two days waiting for us. We made ouii 
acknowledgments for this more than common 
attention, and siat down to. breakfast with him. 

The Consul is a native of Damietta, and sue- 

«. • 

ceeded his father, who was a rich merchant, 
besides his appointment to this public ca- 
pacity. His name is Surur : he is a handsome, 
young man and was dressed in the Turkish 
costume. Both he and his secretary spoke 
tolerably good Italian, About ten o'clock 
we .embarked for Damietta, and to give some 
i.mpprtance to our embarkation, an. Arab was 
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ordered to fire a swivel the moment we entered 
the boat ; this salute was not fired without 
considerable bustle and annoyance, and was 
an honour we could well have dispensed with* 
Tl)e day was delightful ; we rowed smoothly 
along, and enjoyed the fine view of the 
j;ardens near the town. On our arrival befoM 
the Consul's bouse, which is situated in flront 
of the harbour, we wer6 received with a second 
salute, still more formidable than the first, as 
three guns on the wharf were fired off in 
honour of the occasion, to the no small as« 
tonishment of the gaping inhabitants, Who 
flocked in numbers around us. 

Damietta is a considerable town, vefy |>leQ- 
se^ntly situated on th^ banks of the Nile^ aiidl 
htfi some good broad streets, but the generality 
are^ narrow, and not at all remarkable for 
cleanliness. Several of the Iiooses are v^tj 
splendid in their external appearance, but the 
arehitect has shown much less attention to 
their internal accommodation; partiouMrly 
to the staircaises, which are so coMrived as 
totally to exclude day light : add to this, that 
Uttle is done for the cOittfert aind convraient 
division of tboir a|»itMents. Among the 
iMMt hootes are those belonging to the Bey, 
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to our hospitable host Mr. Surur and to Mr. 
Facker, the French consul. The former was 
originally a soldier in the ranks, and has 
risen by his bravery' to the high station he 
now holds; the latter is of Arabian ex- 
traction^ a person of very considerable ta- 
lent. We understood he . was establishing 
a printing office in the place, and was, 
with the assistance of his secretary, trans- 
lating Telemachus into the Arabian language. 
£>amietta can boast of several very hand* 
fotne mosques and manufactories. The port 
can only admit small vessels, which lay before 
thetownf as the sands drift and render an« 
chorage insecure ; all large vessels are there* 
fore obfiged to load and unload beyond th^ 
b«r» a distance of about eight English miles 
from the town : there is a good custom-house 
ettuated about halfway. The environs of the 
placie are chiefly planted with rice, which is 
tiie principal article of their trade. The 
cHmate is considered as very unhealthy, and 
scarcely a year passes without witnessing some 
ravages committed by the plague. We do 
not intend ta be idle during our stay her^ 
IjmI Iberefore ia my next you may expect 
att the* partiaikni I can collect, aC least 
such as I think likely to interest you. 
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Plague at Damietta. — Visit to the Bey.*^ 
Environs. — Departure for Jaffa. — Boo 
caze. — Poor Arab. 

Jaffiet, August 1814. 

It is not a little fortunate, that we are now 
entitled to consider ourselves as seasoned to 
the climate of the East, otherwise we should 
certainly have been sufferers by that of Da- 
mietta. The plague, it is true, had just 
ceased ; but, like the vivid flashes of lightning 
after a storm, the scattered remains of its fury 
8er\^ed to show, how tremendous it must have 
been when it reigned in all its violence. Nay, 
we were assured that there were some bad 
cases still lingering in the town, but they 
were kept profoundly secret. One is no, longer 
disposed to wonder at the prevalence of this 
dreadful malady, wheaa, in addition to the un- 
cleanliness I have before desciribed, is added 

a 

a variety of other evils, among which the 
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swarms of rats and mice, of more than Eu-- 
ropean size and audacity, which infest every 
house, are not the least Add to these myriads 
of pulce and musquitoes, and the picture of 
miseiy will be compleat 

The town cannot boast of a single inn ; and 
therefore travellers are obliged to take up 
their residence either at the Consul's or at 
the convent, which latter place is wretchedness 
itself, as I can testify by woeful experience ; 
I could exclaim with Eneas, 

% • . Quaque ipse miserrima vidi^ 

Et quorum pars magna fuL 

Accompanied by Mr. Surur, we went to 
pay a visit to the Bey, who received us very 
politely. On our entrance he condescended 
to stand up, which to a Christian, we were 
informed, was no common honour. We 
smoaked a pipe and took a cup of coffee with 
him, which among the Turks are the usual 
testimonies of good will and politeness ; after 
sitting with him for full half an hour, and 
being treated with sherbet, we retired. We 
saw him again in the afternoon, riding in the 
square that fronts his palace \ he was mounted 
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on an Arabian charger, which appeared very 
ungovernable, and was amusing himself by 
hurling a lance at a mark, while at full 
gallop. 

The following day we rode out with the 
Consul and bis secretary, who is a native of 
Smyrna, to see the neighbourhood of the 
town which is very fertile, and laid out in 
a variety of extensive gardens, apparently 
well kept^ and stocked with abundance of 
fruit. We visited the place where they 
prepare the rice : it is an extensive establish- 
ment, and the Arabs appeared very expert and 
expeditious in the different operations through 
which it had to pass. On our return to the 
totvn we paid a visit to Mr. Packer, wbo 
acts as a French, Prussian, and Swedish 
consul, and is on the very best terms with 
the Bey; indeed he is deputed by him to 
settle any differences that arise among tile 
inhabitants, in quality of general arbitrator. 

Having seen all that appeared to merit our 
curiosity, we fixed the time of our departure, 
and engaged the cabin of a vessel of con- 
siderable burthen, for one hundred and eighty 
Egyptian piasters, nearly twenty pounds of 
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Elfish money. She belonged to the B«y of 
Ja£&, and lay outside of the bar, laden with 
rice and fruits. The Consul was so kind as to 
ofier us the use of his boat as far as the 
custom-house, and was polite enough to ac* 
company us thither, together with his se* 
cretary. The boat was covered with an 
awning, green blinds protected us * from the 
beams of the sun, and cushions were placed 
in the middle, on which we sat smoking and 
enjoying our coffee. Nor were we without 
entertainment on the passage, for the rowers, 
and particularly a lad with a fine clear voice, 
treated us with several Arabian songs; this 
lad, who was about sixteen, generally chaunted 
the air, and the rest united in no contemptible 
chorus. , 

Having reached the custom-houie, where 
we found the captain of our vessel waiting 
to take us on board, we took leave of our 

« 

good friends with every expression of gra- 
titude for their polite attention, and embarked 
with our captain in an open boat, accom- 
panied by several other passengers, who were 
going on board the different ships lying in 
the roads. There were more than six and 
twenty of these boats waiting for a fair wind 
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to pass the boccaze.* After., laying about 
half an hour waiting for a fair wind, a breeze 
sprung up, and all the boats got under weighs 
each sailing in the wake of the leader. As 
we approached the boccaze our Arabs grew 
very noisy, and manifested every symptom 
•f alarm, particularly at one moment when it 
was thought we had acttfally touched the 
shoals* Our captain behaved with great 
presence of mind ; he immediately slackened 



* The name of boccaze is given to a moving sand- 
bank, formed by the sea at the entrance of the Nile. 
When the tides are low this is very dangerous^ and many 
lires and vessels are lost in the attempt to cross it. It 
varies very considerably, according to the different cir- 
cumstances of the tide, but in general is found to be' 
about the eighth part of an English mile in length, and 
very variable in its breadth. The Arabs stand Yery 
much ill fear of it ; they always keep a pilot or boct^azc 
master stationed near the spot, to guide vessels in their 
liassage in and out of the Nile. The people ip this 
boat are constantly measuring the depth of the watBr, 
and making signals to the boats where to pass, which 
they generally do in a line one after the other. The 
t|de runs very strong over these shoals, so that the water 
is quite yellow with sand^ and at the same time the 
breakers are so high, that if a vessel touches, she is 
almost immediately filled with the sea, and the crew 
havfrtynt little chancy of escaping. 
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sail, and in a voice of firmness ordered 'etery 
Arab to keep to his post. The alarm was not 
without foundation, yet owing to the cool- 
firmness of our captain we ourselves steer- 
ed clear of danger, but th^ boat next to'^iSs, 
which was rather more deeply laden than 
our own, unfortunately struck, andweli^tit 
in great danger, . as the sea ran high and the 
waves began to break over her sides. It was 
surprising to observe the apparent indifference 
with which our Arabian seamen and pas- 
sengers viewed the perilous situation of their 
companions ; no observation was made upon 
the circumstance, not a single suggestion was 
offeted as to the propriety of attempting to 
afiprd assistance ; each one seemed so totally 
wrapped up in the ideas of his own particular 
danger, as not to have a single thought to 
spare for his friends : * occupat extremum sea- 
Ue$^* seemed a maxim perfectly native to an 
Arabian mind. 

The situation of boccaze master is of great 
importance, and is obtained from the Bey at 
. a kind of annual rent, which he clears by a 
small contribution of from eighteen to twenty* 
four pcaras^ about three-pence English, upon 
each passenger, according- to th^ir situa- 
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tion And generosity. When be came on 
board our vessel to receive his usual. fee^ a 
poor Arab, covered with rags, acknowledged 
that be had not a single para to pay either the 
boccaze master or the boatmen. When one of 
tlie Turkish passengers heard this, be told him 
be was a great rascal to come on board without 
any moneys and threatened to flog him : the 
Arab hea^ring this, affected to fall into fit& and 
made a horrible noiSie, to the great afl&usemeBt 
of all in the. boat ; but as soon as he found the 
Turk appeased, he recovered himself and sat 
quiet in one comer of the boat. 

On reaching our vessel we were not a lit- 
tle surprised to find the deck covered with 
Turkish s<ddier& and officers, besides more 
than fifty other passengers^ who were mos£ of 
them miserable Arabs covered with rags, and 
of the most pitiable appearance. The captaia 
had very prudently avoided giving even a 
hint of this motley group of fellow pas- 
sengers which we were to encounter ; he had 
certainly acted '' prudentty in his generation;*' 
for had we been aware of tbe circumsrfaance, 
we should certainly, never have thought of 
^^gaging his* vessel. At first we thought it 
would be better to forfeit the passage money 
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than expose ourselves to the conger of catching 
the plague and undergoing all the inconve- 
niences which must be inseparable from such 
fellow travellers; but the captain was vety 
urgent in his request that wfe would come on 
board, protesting he would use every exertion 
to rtiake the passage agreeable. He solemnly 
assured us the Turks had forced themselves 
on board during 'his absence, and in proof of 
it declared, he should not receive a single 
para from any of them for their passage. As 
thdre was no other vessel bound for Jafia, we 
were obliged to yield to necessity and go on 
board. The cabin, was half filled with the 
baggage of these intruders, but we had the 
good fortune to secure it exclusively to 
ourselves, as none of the Turks or Arabs 
were permitted to come down : it was tole- 
rably spacious, but not very remarkable for 
its convenience ; for there were no windowfe, 
arid the two holes that supplied their place 
were stopped by wooden shutters, or dead 
Hghts, that served at once to exclude both 
air and light, added to which there were 
neither tables nor seats : our attendants how- 
ivet were sufficiently numerous. The ship 
WM laden with rice, and the eabin was filled 
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>vitfa rats and mice, who were not a moment 
inactive. Annoyed as we were below, we 
had the additional consolation of reflecting 
that we could not walk on deck, as it was. 
literally strewed with Turkish soldiers, who 
are so abominably (ilthy in their persons that 
it was not possible to come near them with any 
regard to personal cleanliness. 

We were, however, agreeably surprised to. 
find that the Turks behaved uncommonly well 
during the passage, which lasted four days : 
the captain of the troop was even attentive to 
his fellow travellers between decks ; he told 
our interpreter that any thing he had on 
board was at our service. This man laid on 
a mattrass on deck like his soldiers, but be 
had not been inattentive to his comfort in 
other ways, having provided a store of cofiee 
and fowls for his own use, so that both at 
dinner and supper the favourite pilaw was an 
unfailing luxury. He preserved great disci- 
pline amongst his troops, though it was some- 
times carried to severity : he had one of his- 
men severely flogged on account of his sing- 
ing aloud on deck before he was awake* 
The cocnmander of our ship informed us that 
this officer had beep dissatisfied with the 
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Pacha of Cairo, and had left his service with 
the whole company he commanded, who were 
so attached to him, that they all joined' him 
to go and ofSdv their services to some of the 
Beys who were not on good terms with the 
Grand Signior. 

This account was confirmed- on our arrival 
at Jaffa i for no sooner had we reached that 
port than the Bey sent word that the ci^tain 
and his company were not permitted to enter 
the town, and that as soon as they wereset 
on shore, which must be at the distance of at 
least two miles from the town^ they must all 
discharge their fire-ainns« These terms being 
accepted, he sent a large boat and landed 
them at the appointed place^ where we heard 
the discharge of -their muskets, and after- 
wards saw them march towards the interior of 
the country. The evening before our arrival 
at Jafia the captain came by chance down to 
the cabin, and found us reading, with our can- 
dle placed on one of the barrels, with which 
the cabin was partly filled. Seeing us smok- 
ing, which we were obliged to do to counter- 
act the effects of the bad air, he very coolly 
requested us to be careful with the candles 

R 3 



246 MEfPAMUMq^ THE 

and pipes, as the barrels^ which W6 thought 
fiiU of rice, were all filled with gunpowder : 
we were very angry that be did not mention 
the circumstance the first day, to keep us all 
more on our guard, and particularly the 
Turks. It was on the fourth day in the morn* 
iog that we dropped anchor half a mile from 
shore, near a ledge of rocks, termed the bar> 
that forma the entrance to the port of J«^« 
Although we lay in what in our seas would be 
called a perilous situation, yet we were in no 
danger, as our vessel, though oi about twa 
hundred tons burthen, drew only a few feet 
water, haying been built purposely to nwU 
gate these seas. The surf beat with great 
violence upon these rocks, and the breakers 
ran high, which gave the -port a very rough 
and forbidding appearance. 

We went on shore an hour after our arri-^ 
val, having previously sent 9ur interpreter 
with a letter to the English Vice-Consul^ Mr. 
Darpiano, to, enquire where we could be bo 
commodated with lodgings. Ijt was not long 
before he came back^ with the Consul's . se« 
quest that we would slay at his house, as there 
waa no inn in l^e towa, and ihe etrnvept 



Inhere travellers generally lodge wad still 
performing quarantine, as the plague had imly 
ceased to rage within a few days. We found 
the residence of the Consul a miserable one 
indeed ; it was badly built, old wooden dint- 
ters supplied the place of windows, while a 
few broken chairs, a decayed sofa; and a mi- 
serable bed, were all the furniture it could 
boast. 

The Consul is polite, and wishes to be con- 
sidered as attentive towards the EnglisAt. 
He is a native of Jaffa, but having been a 
considerable time resident in Marseilles he 
speaks good French. We could hardly re« 
fittiti ftota scATilifig at his first appearance in 
out room : he is about fifty-elght years old, 
and wore a long trailing robe de ckambre made 
very Foofee after the Levantine fashion ; the 
cofour, it would appear, had once been red, 
but age and dust had rendered it of doubtful 
hue. He wore larg^' black slippers, but no 
stockings, an old fashioned waistcoat, black 
small-clothes, and a very large three-cocked 
bat, exceedingly QUlaker-like in the brim. 
He had large black mustachios atad Whiifkers, 
aftd IbVkg Uack h&ir hanging down on eaeh 
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side of his face and tied behind in a thin long 
tail ; his complexion was dark, and his fea-t 
tures by no means attractive; in short, a 
more strange and whimsical figure I never 
witnessed. His favourite topic of conversa- 
tion was matrimony, and he confessed that 
although he had lately been mortified by a 
refusal from a lady at Alexandria, he was 
determined again to range himself under the 
banners of almighty Love, to try if Hymen 
would smile propitious to. his vows. We heard 
that the object of his second flame was a lady 
of Cyprus. His son, who was dressed in the 
Levantine manner, was a good looking young 
man of about. twenty-two; he was tolerably 
conversant in Italian, and appeared anxiousf 
to render us every service in his power, 
. Near the Consul's house there is a kind of 
platform, on which four pieces of cannon 
were mounted, and a guard of about tw^elve 
soldiers stationed. In the court^yard lay two 
small field-pieces, which, we were informed, 
the Bey brought from El Arish. These mili- 
tary preparations announced that he was en- 
gaged in a kind of warfare ; it proved to be 
with several villages near the town, whi^h hf^i 
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refused to pay the exorbitant taxes usually ex- 
acted in these parts. A firing which we could 
very distinctly hear shewed that he was ac- 
tually besieging one of these villages* The 
Arabs defend themselves with much bravery 
in these contests, which frequently cost the 
Turks no inconsiderable number of men* 
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LETTER XIX- 

Jaffa and Environs. — Turkish Extortion. — 
The Bey. — Useful Advice to Travellers. 
— Departure for "Jerusalem. — Bedouin 
Arabs. — El Rama. — Convent. — Chateau- 
briand. 

£1 Rama, August 1814. 

JoppA was the ancient name by which Jaffa 
was distinguished- It was fortified in the 
thirteenth century, but no remains of its 
strength are preserved. It is a considerable 
town, situated on an eminence ; the houses 
are of a whitish stone, and the windows, 
which are differently formed from those in 
Egypt, give them a more cheerful appear- 
ance. Many buildings have balconies or gal- 
leries in front; those on the sea side are 
agreeably situated and enjoy very beautiful 
and commanding views of the sea, with all 
its variety of aspect ; now under the cheerful 
radiance of the rising sun, now mellowed by 
the softer beams of evening ; sometimes clear 
and smooth as an immmse mirror, at other 
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times dashed Into foam against the rocks that 
form the bar of the harbour. The streets are 
broad and generally unpaved* The harbour 
if) very bad, and may without injustice be 
railed the worst in Syria: large ships are 
obliged to lie outside the rocks at least a mile 
from shore, where they are exposed to the 
fury of every gale; only small boats can 
come close to the wharf. We saw various 
species of fish in great quantities near the 
shore, many were dT a large size ; but the 
Turks and Arabs seldom take the pains to 
catch them. The bazar exhibits a variety of 
the most luxuriant fruits and vegetables ; the 
water melons in particular are of superior qua- 
lity. The environs of the town are very fer- 
tile, and adorned with many fine gardens, 
which produce quantities of dates, lemons, 
citrons, oranges, grapes, water melons, and 
vegetables. 

The Turks of these parts are very un- 
friendly to travellers and pilgrims, who gene- 
rally land at this place on their way to Jerusa- 
lem, and are always exposed to insults and im- 
positions. During our stay a ship under the 
Ottoman fls^ brought a great number of these 
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devotees whom the Turks refused to fetch on 
shore, though they were only about half a 
mile distant, unless each passenger consented 
to pay the enormous sum of two piastres and 
a half, about five shillings English. But there 
was no other means of getting ashore, the 
demand was imperious, and they were oblig^ 
to pay it in spite of their just remon- 
strances. 

The Bey bears a very indi£^rent charac- 
ter ; he is of a cruel disposition and muck 
feared by the inhabitants. It is to be regret- 
ted that there is no consul in this town, to 
offer his assistance and discountenance the 
extortions which are exercised towards the 
Christians. An English vice-consul is the 
only person of this description in the place, 
and even he stands in such awe of this man, 
that he is obliged to retreat to his house as 
often as the Bey makes his appearance in 
the neighbourhood. On our expressing sur- 
prise at this circumstance, he observed that 
this haughty Musselman paid no respect to 
the imperial firman, as he is not on friendly 
terms with the Porte. The consequencfe was, 
that the coosul himself was forced to pay 
taxes like a common Christian^ When he 
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complained of this treatment^ and presented 
his firman from Constantinople, no attention 
was paid to it, and the only answer he re- 
ceived was, ^ you are a Christian dog, and 
' the person that sends it you is no bet« 
* ter/ Mr^ Damiano expressed his sincere 
wish that an English armed vessel would 
show itself in these seas, as it would soon 
bring the Turks to reason, so much do they 
stand in dread of ,a visit of this kind. 

It is advisable for Europeans who are {mto^ 
ceeding to Jerusalem, not to change their 
dress, as the Turks and Arabs easily recog* 
nize a Christian under any disguise, and are 
disposed to respect him less than in his own 
garb. It is also more prudent for them to 
leave all their fire-arms at the content at JafEi^ 
as the Arabs are more inclined to annoy those 
who come prepared to make a resistance than 
such as go unarmed. We deposited a certain 
sum of money at the convent, and the supe- 
rior furnished us with letters for Jerusalem 
and Rama, besides horses and an Arabian 
guide, who belongs^ to the convent and is 
kept for that purp9se. He was dressed as an 
Arab, with the exception of a blue vest with 
red erosses oh the back. Wherever travellers 
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are necessitated to pay tribute, the guide 
does it for them, as otherwise they would be 
exposed to every kind of imposition. On 
our return the superior of the convent made 
out our account, and returned us the balance* 
We made the servant a compliment of a se- 
quin over the amount, and another to the in^ 
terpreter of the convent^ with which they 
appeared perfectly satisfied. 

It was about the middle of August when 
we left Jaffik for Jerusalem, attended by our 
Greek, Antonio Spiro. The environs of the 
town are very sandy but well cultivated, 
displaying gardens and fields covered with 
date and palm trees. About four miles from 
Jaffii we saw a vory fine tomb of a SSieik ; it 
stands in the middle of the public road, and 
is of freestone painted white ', on the left of 
the road is the usual accompaniment of these 
tombs, a fountain of very good water. On 
leaving tliis spot we passed an immense plain, 
on the left of which we could discover a vil« 
lage of Arabs, and two others on the right. 
These we carefully avoided j but the precau- 
tion availed us little, for vffi had scarcely en- 
tered the plain when we encountered a party 
of Arabs, armed with long pikes and cut* 
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lasses. They were dressed in a kind of white 
cptton frock, made close to the body 
and reaching nearly to the feet, witji blue 
turbans. They were tall and fierce look- 
iQg, with swarthy complexions and long 
beards. They came upon us at full gallop, 
with their pikes in their hands, ready to 
attack us should we make any resistance* 
Our guide told us to ride gently along, 
while he advanced to meet them. They sur- 
rounded him, and we heard them very cla- 
morous in their debate. After riding on 
about ten minutes, we had the satisfaction 
of seeing our guide return j he told our in- 
terpreter they were Bedouin Arabs, who are 
very inimical to the Christians. He informed 
them we were Milordi, and travellers to Jeru* 
salem ; they observed that they never saw 
animals dressed up as we were, alluding to 
our European dress. 

After advancing a few miles farther we 
reached the environs of Rama, through a 
very fertile country, intersected with many 
hedges and adorned with fine avenues of 
date and palm trees. We rode straight to 
the Spanish convent, which is situated to the 
right of the Jown, and is an elegant building 
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enclosed with strong walls and surrounded By 
a spacious gallery, at which a monk ap- 
peared at our summons and demanded to 
know who we were ? As soon as we had au- 
iwered his question the door was opened, 
and we entered the yard, which is spacious, 
and surrounded by a kind of cloister or 
colonnade, formed of pillars of brick, which 
were overgrown with the creeping verdure of 
the strawberry ; so that the place had a very 
cheerful appearance, and served as an excel- 
lent retreat from the scorching rays of the 
sun. The chapel is ornamented with good 
paintings ; the convent contains several very 
tolerable apartments, and a good refectory, 
the only fault of which is, its being rather 
dark. There is also a fine garden, stocked 
with fruit-tffees and vegetables, with a ter- 
racet, which commands a view of a consider- 
able part of the town of Rama. Fronting 
the terrace stood a magnificent date-tree, 
loaded with fruit: this is the identical tree 
so much admired by the celebrated Chateau- 
briand, whose * Itinerary' is full of fine writ- 
ing, and warmed with that enthusiastic feel- 
ing which a man of hfis genius could not but 
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experience, in beholding scenes so full of 
great and overwhelming recollections. 

There are now only two monks in this con- 
vent, who are both Spaniards; the superior 
is well informed, but rather reserved in his 
manners, the other is quite the reverse, being 
very talkative, and yet possessing a very li- 
mited stock of information : he told us his 
parents wanted him to be a soldier, but that 
he disliked the profession of arms and pre- 
ferred the cloister. They have a cook and 
several servants: the convent is clean and 
kept in good order. 
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Jbei&ipfion of AjMA.^^aMr^es of ihe Com- 
try. — jBedouin Arabs. — Prince of the Motm- 
Mifi.-^jBitusidLEM. — Cdfivent — Adventtire 
there. — Femak Curiosity. 

Janisalemi August Ul^* 

H^H^Afi or RaimiUy is ten Bsglish nrilds 
^om Jftfigi, and liatweeil twenty and thirty 
from Jerusalem. It was i^vinvfy a coiiaidct* 
able town, but is now a miserable place, has- 
tening rapidly to decay : many of the housM 
are deserted^ and the few that are still inha- 
bited are mostly built of mud ; the streets 
are irregular, but broad. There is a good 
mosque and a castle, which we could see 
from the balcony of the convent. The supe- 
rior told us that two Arabs had been buried a 
few days before^ who had died of the plague : 
that on this account he would not advise us to 
walk much about the town ; nor was this his 
only reason, for he was aware that the inha- 
bitants are not very friendly towards the 
Christians; we were» therefbfOi obliged to 
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oonten): ourselves with the view that preseotr 
ed itself from the convent, which was indeed 
extensive and beauttfol. No part of the Holy 
Land is more fertile tb^n the plain arouod 
Raoia^ whkh fonns a part of the great field; 
of Sharon, .so frequently and sq beautifi^Uy 
alluded to in the poetical parts of the saqr^' 
writings* This fertile plain lay e^ttencted like 
a map below us, and was bounded by the hlu^^, 
mountains in the distance^ 

The superior advised qs to travel dudng 
the night, that in crossing the mouatainjsi <tf 
Jerusalem we might avoid the violent heat of 
the day, and what was a still greater induce^ 
ment, might pass unobserved by the Bedouia 
Arabs who infest these places. We &lloiiv^ 
his advice, and having supped and rested for 
a few hours, started, at midnight from the 
convent on mules, which were rough^shod, tp 
render our passage over these steep mcmntaios 
more secure. We were aqcompanied ~ by ^ 
brother of the gjuide who came with us fron^ 
Jaffiu 

It was a fine cle^tr night : the mooa w^s 
i^p, and every thing around us was husjied in 
.^iqnj^iss and r^^fMdse. Fop, the first four .hours 
we had a good road thrx^mgl^ a fiat couqtry i 
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gt half p^t four in the morning we began fo 
ascetfd the mountains^ and the road grew 
rough and fatiguing. More than once we 
heard ^e alarming cries 6f the Arabs^ and 
the answering shouts of their companions 
amidst their mountain retfeaits. As daj4igbt 
began ta dawn, we saw clouds of smoke 
rising from the spots where they had l^ted 
fires during the night, and could distinctly 
hear the barking of the numerous dog&, 
i^ho are their constant companions. At five 
in the morning we met several Arabs dressed 
in long white frocks, with loUg muskets sus- 
pended on their backs ; they regarded us with 
tety savage looks its we passed^ but allowed as 
to proceed unmolested. 

The road became worse as we advanced. 
Some of the mountains we passed were very 
steep, and scattered with the ruins of im- 
mense buildings. We passed over dilapidated 
walls and stone staircases of comsiderable ex^ 
tent, atid blocks of marble o£ prodigious sizg 
lay scattered along the side of the roacl. 
Some of the descents are very dangerous: 
and although our mules were accustomed to 
the path, they were frequently unable to 
keep a secure footing. 
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We passed a village to the right belonging 
to an Arab, who calls himself the Prince of 
the Mountain; it appeared to be consider- 
able: the fields around it were very fertile^ 
and covered with vines, interspersed with 
crops of tobacco, water-melons, and linseed. 
The road is kept in very good order near this 
village, but the Christians must pay a tribute 
to the Prince, for permission to pass his terri- 
tory ; and as the place is situated on a narrow 
defile of the mountains, he can easily shut up 
the passage. He has the character of being 
at once cruel, haughty, unrelenting, and ad- 
dicted to rapine. The monks, in particular, 
stand in great dread of him : they informed 
us, that as he is aware they gain something 
for their attention to travellers, he often 
planders and insults them when they pass his 
territory. Our guide proceeded to the vil- 
lage, to satisfy the demands of this self-ap- 
pointed despot, and told us to continue on 
our way, as he would shortly overtake us. 
We had hardly advanced thirty paces, when 
we perceived his Arabic Highness the Prince 
of the Mountain, accompanied by several 
of his attendants, who were armed and well 
mounted. On seeing us they halted, at the 
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Jmrt of the road which turns off to his village. 
He was a stout good looking man, with ah 
immense black beard ; his dress was a white 
cotton frock, with a sash and a blue turban, 
and he as well as his attendants was smoking 
with long pipes. As our guide had left us, we 
wei*e on the point of taking the wrong road : 
he perceived this and called aloud, Helcods 
—Jerusalem — at the same time pointing otit 
the right way. We observed that he smiled 
when our 'small caravan passed him ; but 
whether Jt was a smile of complaisance, or of 
contempt at our being a booty below his 
notice, it was impossible for us to determine. 
We were shortly after joined by our guide, 
and continued the road. 

At about a mile frotn this village the 
mountains began to assume a more gigantic 
aspect, and even as eariy as eight o'clock the 
heat became very oppressive ; there was not 
a breath of air stirring, and no tree in sight 
to offer us a moment's shelter. We continued 
our route exposed to the heat of the sun till 
about ten o'clock, when we reached a covered 
fountain with a short Turkish inscription on 
the wall; we drank a Httle of the water, 
which was very bad and brackish^ but we 
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were so exhacifited that even thia proved a 
luxury, as wu siso the shade of the wall that 
evertopped the fouBtain. One must travel 
through these sultry and shadeLess waetes, to 
be preetiqally convinced of the foT'Ce and 
beauty of the friequent iCOiiiparisons ami al^ 
lusions to fountaiifis and streams that ooeiur 
in the fiacced writings. 

We could x^atch no glimpse of Jeruaaletn 
till Qur guide told u« we were only a qtiarter 
q£ a mAe fnom it : our expeetation was raised 
to the highest |Mtch« So many gpraiid and 
iirteresting reeellections, so many tender ^ssd 
a&cting associations are connected with the 
jttaaie of Jerusalem, that we looked eagerly at 
every turmng of the road, to catch the first 
gtopse of it» tiurets. It was on the 1 4>th of 
August iSi4, at ti»ree*qQarter8 past tea, th^t 
me ihad tb^ Mpphie^ of fir^t beholdii^ig the 
myalls .of the s^ri^ city. The first gki^e 
at jtUs miieh desked ot^ct of oar poJig^iiai- 
j»age acted m an electric^ sliook uppA ui 
idi; we jfoi^g^t our &tigues Mid haslitpnad 
fyrwdxd with new alacrity. 

At a short distatsiee from tlie gate caUed i^e 
gate of Jafia» we passed several niiiisof mag^ 
.mfioent buHdinga^ wtbicb forcibly attested the 
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truth of that solemn denunciatiop^ that ^< not 
one stone should be left upon another/' 

The first objects we saw within the gates 
were three Turkish soldiers, who guarded the 
entriiice, and were smoking their pipes with 
a degree of unconcern, that struck us the 
more forcibly as our own curiosity was raised 
to so high a pitch. Our' guide discharged 
the customary tribute that all Christians are 
<^liged to pay on entering the town ; but 
before he had scarcely settled with them, they 
assailed us with the usual salutation of hack* 
shish, or drink.money : we remained, how- 
ever, deaf to their clamours and rode on. 

On entering the sacred city we were struck 
with the desolate appearance of the place ; 
the voice of labour was not to be heard, and 
the streets appeared entirely deserted. We 
were quite oveijoyed at meeting some Chris- 

r 

tians in the Levantine dress, who ran after 
u6 and saluted us with << hen *oenuU !*' — wel- 
come. Several others opened their windows as 
we passed, and saluted us in the same friendly 
manner. At length we reached the door of 
the convent of St. Salvador, and, as we had 
letters of recommendation for the superior, 
we decided on taking up our residence there. 
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Our guide requested us to set dQwa in a 
spitcious hall, \?hile he went to seek some of 
the inhabitants of the convent. 

We . needed rest, having suffered much 
firom the heat of the day ; and our minds were 
overwhelmed with emotions, which it would 
be impossible to describe, on finding ourselves 
on that very spot which had witnessed the 
accomplishment of Revelation, as it had ori- 
ginally listened to its announcement. We 
felt disposed to reverence every stone beneath 
our feet, and were meditating on all the 
wonders of the past, as contrasted with the 
present state of the holy city, when to our 
surprise and mortification we were awakened 
from our sacred reveries by a monk, who was 
so intoxicated that he could hardly stah)d. 
We enquired if we could have roon^ in the 
convent* and gave him our letters for the 
superior ; but instead of answering our en- 
quiries he burst into a fit of laughter, 
and uttered a torrent of noosense in miserable 
Italian. Out of patience with this drunkard's 
impertinence and brutality, we called aloud 
for some other person to give us the inibr- 
Qiation we wanted, ]vhen^ to add to the sc^e, 
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ve were saluted by toother monk as drunk 
as his companion. They did nothing but 
laugh» and were so stupified that it was 
impossible to make them understand us. At 
length we snatched our letters from their 
hands and sent them by our interpreter te 
the president ; scarcely refraining from chas- 
tising their ins<^nce, which was doubly 
annoying at such a moment; white our minds 
were exalted and our imaginations awakened 
by the sensations produced on beholding this 
sacred city. We were, however, in a great 
measure, relieved from the unfavourable im- 
pression that bad been made on us of the 
convent by the arrival of the secretary, 
a well informed and well educated Italian, 
who told us that the superior was very ill 
wkh a maKgnant iever and could not receive 
US, but that he would make us as com- 
fortable as it was in his power to do. He 
requested us to ask for whatever we wished, 
and begged us to pardon the persons who 
had so much disgusted us ; one, he told 
us, was a monk that acted as a servant (padre 
s&roentej, and the other his assistant, who 
bad avaited themselves of the supefior^ tn^ 
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disposition to make free with the wine in tiie 
cellar. 

' We were then conducted to two rooms in 
the old house at the extremity of the yard. A 
deep well stood in front of the door, oa 
which I saw carved the name of Bmce^ 
with the date 18l€ : the other door wts 
also inscribed with several names, amoi^ 
^vhlch, John Gordon 1792, was yet dis- 
tinctly legible. Being much fatigued, we re- 
tired to rest for a few hoars, but had hardly 
fallen into a slumber when we were disturbed 
by a loud knocking at our door and windows. 
We rose and found the yard in fi^oiait of cmr 
apartments filled with Christians of both seses, 
dressed in the Levantine style. It was a visit 
of friendly congratulation, which, however, 
at such a time we cotild willingly have dis- 
pensed with. They aH: came and ishook hafids 
with us, at the same tmie greeting as wi*h 
** hen venuti.*' Most of the women wore gowns 
of a red colour, some of whidh were oFfna- 
mented with narrow «il\^er lace on the border^ 
their hair was plaited and hung down their 
backs, and to the end of each lock was attadbed 
some gold coin ^ several wore similar orna- 
ments round tiheir heads and necks, bat t^ 
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were covered with long white veils. Soime ^6re 
yety handsome^ though their complexions were 
rather pale. Very few spoke Italian, their 
general language being either the Arabic or 
the Turkish. Some of them pretended that 
they came to fetch water from the well, but it 
was not difficult to see that the stronger motive 
of curiosity, so all-powerful in the female 
mind, had attracted them to the spot ; otifers 
informed us that they had been to prayers in 
the convent. Among our other numerous 
visitants was a German soldier, who spoke n 
little English ; he had taken refuge in the 
convent, and told us a long story about his 
having been a soldier at Malta, but that h% 
had deserted from thence and come to Cairo, 
where, forced by want, he had entered into 
the Pacha's service, and embraced the Ma- 
hometan religion. His pliability of con- 
science had not availed him much, for he 
confessed he had been so cruelly treated by 
the Pacha, that he found it necessary to run 
away, and had come here to be received again 
into his ancient faith ; but the Bey of Jeru- 
salem hearing of it, had claimed him from the 
convent : the superior, however, had refused 
to surrender him up, as it was a privilege of 
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the house to protect every Christian within its 
walls. He wished us to take him as a servant, 
that he might be enabled to escapfie in disguise ; 
but as neither his story nor his appearance 
were much in his favor, and as he had no tes- 
timonials of his character to produce, we re- 
fused his proposals, the acceptance of which 
would have exposed us to many difficulties. 
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LETTER XXI. 

View (^jEBUSALEM.'^hurch qf the Hohf SepuU 
ehre* — Via Sacra. — Temple qf Solomon.^^ 
Christian curiosity punished. — Environs of 
the Town. — Tomb of the Virgin. — VaUey 
Jehosaphat. — Rai/ages of the Plague* — 
General Remarks. — Bazar. — Rapacity qf 
the Bey. — Climate. — Return to Jaffa. 

Jaffa, August ISl^* 

Early the next morning we repaired with 
fbe secretary to the terrace of the convent, 
from whence we had a fine view of Jerusalem 
and its environs. Below us lay the church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, and at the south-eastern ex- 
tremity of the farther walls towered the dome 
of the temple of Solomon with all its display 
of Saracenic pomp. The various stations of 
the Redeemer's passion were carefully pointed 
out to our notice \ nor were the house of Pi« 
late, and the spot where our Saviour was pre- 
sented to the people with the ^ Ecce homoy* 
fbigotten. The magaificent assemjilage of 
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domes, palaces, churches, and monasterits 
which this ancient town presented to the \iew» 
were bounded by the l^old declivities and 
towerkig heights of the Mount of Olives to 
the east, ^nd the aqpiring summits of Mount 
Sion to the south : between these the eye 
occasionally caught a glimpse of the sparkling 
^streams of the brook of Kedion. 

We visited the interior of the convent, 
which is very extensive, and can boast of su- 
perior accommodations to those usually found 
in the east. There is a fine Church attached 
to it, and a library of books, few ^ which, 
however, appeared to be valuable ; the great- 
est part have been presented to the convent 
by traveljl^rs and pilgrims. 

We heaid with sorrow that the plague still 
continued to rage at Bethlehem, and that 
some symptoms of this calamity yet prevailed 
even in Jerusalem: this intimation served 
to put us more on our guard. The superior 
informed us that he had that very day received 
the melanchdy news from Bethlehem of a 
wonk, whose name was Joseph us Andreus, 
and who was an Italian by birth, having fallen 
a victim to its influence. He told us this 
person had b^en only a year in the convent. 
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that be was a man of very good educatioilf 
and not above twenty-six years of age. 

We went, accompanied by the interpreter 
of the convent, and a Janissary, or Turkish 
soldier li^bo acts its a kind of gtiard, to visit 
the ehurch of the Holy Sepulchre. We were, 
•however, obliged to send to the Bey to ask 
permission to see it, as the .Turks never open 
it to the (Christian travellers without a permis- 
sion, and a tax of fifty piastres of Egypt, about 
three guineas English money. It is a large 
and magnificent building, and with the eit- 
ception of ^me of the pillars and the fronts 
remarkable for the curious basso-relievo work 
over the door, is mostly modern, the building 
having been partly destroyed by a fire in 
1810. The first object pointed out to out 
notice dn entering, was a slab of white marble 
on the pavement, surrounded by a railing; 
this, we were assured, was the spot where 
the body of the Saviour was ianointed by Jo^ 
seph of Arimathea. We next entered a kind 
of circular chapel, erected under the centre 
of the dome : the sides were formed of verd- 
antique marble, and the entrance was covered 
with the same. Twenty^one silver lamps 
were hanging around this sacred spot, which 
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h believed to contain the tomb of Jesus Ckrifit; 
and several vases filled with flowers stood on 
a. white marble slab near it The sacred 
tomb itself was covered with two planks of a 
mahogany colo^ur^ and guarded bj an aged 
monk. After .we had performed the usual 
ceremonies at this venerable spot, and satis^^ 
fied our devotional feelings, we returned into 

• 

the body of the church, and after having 
examined it went to pay a visit to the chapeK 
Here we . were shown a part of the true 
cross whereon our Saviour was crucified* 
The guide pointed our attention to a black 
wooden cross which stood on a kind of rock^ 
Thisi he told us^ split itsdf as soon as the 
cross above it was found ; we examined the 
rock, and observed that there was an opening, 
but we were perfect heretics in our belief re- 
infecting the rest of the story. He also showed 
ii»partof a window, where," he said, the Vir- 
^n Mary was jrfaced to see the Saviour, when 
he passed on his way to the scene of his suf- 
ferings. At the entrance of the Greek chapel 
they: gave us a small w*ooden cane to touch a 
piece of stone almost - covered with wooden 
planks» which they say supported -^the cross 
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y^ereon our Saviour was crueffiedr (he 
Gfieek monks came to touch the stone wkfa 
a wooden staff, aud then kissed it, while 
others were singing psalms and carrying 
lighted taqpers. In this building tiiere anr 
vestries for every separate sect, who have 
their distinct chapel, and where a indiik of 
the convent sleeps every night in the vestry 
of the chapel he belong to. Altboogh there 
is no wmdow in the chnrcfa, it was perfisctly^ 
well aired, and efficiently lighted in evexy 
part by the lantern at the tc^ of the bnildingii 

I was agreeably surprised at meeting a gen- 
tleman in the ehurch who iaddressed me )m 
Oerman : he informed ine that he was a niddve 
fof Vienna and physician to the late Qeetm 
<of Sicily, «nd that he had come from Constant 
tinople to visit these sacred relics* 

On quitting the church we went to see tbe 
ma sacra. A» the learned have been muck 
idivided in their opimoiis on this sacred sficil^ 
it is not my intention to enter into a con- 
troversy, already sufficiently ambiguous. In 
returning we passed throu^ several narsow 
^streets almost entirely deserted, and pfloii 
high with «th, wWch the lazy Twrbinever 



lllttfik of reinovingt but teave to the action 
of tbe pm J thus engeijdering;^ ii) all huipa^ft 
-pwrt^Wityi a wcond pestilence^ 

W^ Q^e ip * large building which w^jr 
i]qips(t][y in ruins« and whose ^ntrancie w^b 
^arjd^d by Jfive Turkish soldiery, to whoni 
^A^r janissary iyiade a present in order to ob- 
Jtain perpais^ion to enter. On asi?:i;ig what wa* 
.piir guide's otjjeqt in briqging w tP thi^ mise- 
rabla spot, he informed us that there was no 
^o^h^r place from which, so near and 90 full a 
vi^w qould bd obtained of the temple pf $ol^ 
^mon/ that forbidden object to which np 
jQhristian i$ permitted to approach* The 
,buiI4ing* which we entered, ,was about fifty 
st^p from this celebrated spot> ^ that we 
had .mi excellepit view of the existing strup- 
^nie, which ^difi^e is supposed to ^over t^ 
Qcite where the ancient temple stood. Tl]|e 
pr^ent building is called the Mosque of Omar, 
frpm the name of the founder^ who was a rjch 
Turk of Pamascus in the seventh century. 
Qne pf th^ Turkish soldiery told U3 that he 
had often been in the mosque^ and that there 
M^ iJjany antique pUlara of red and white Jpar- 
Jjp^ in the best static of preservation, Xke 
white wall, which ^urpijnd^ the bmldings 
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precludes any thing like a connecled view of 
the proportions of the edifice ; but we could 
not repress our admiration at the magnificence 
and grandeuf of the dome, and the beauty of 
its extensive arcades. The Turks told us^ 
that it was certain death for any christian to* 
be found in the interior of the mosque. They 
related to us that many years ago a christian 
obtained a firman of the Grand Signior to 
examine the interior, and having arrived at 
Jerusalem he presented his document to the 
Bey, who told him that he certainly was 
bound to respect the firman of jConstantinb^ 
pie, and that therefore he wa/Skt liberty tb 
enter the temple. After remaining for some 
hours in the interior, and having fully satis- 
fied his curiosity, the christian wanted to quit 
the place, hut he found the door locked, and 
was informed that the firman gave him per- 
mission to go in, but not to come out again. . 
The Bey kept him shut up till night came ob» 
and then caused his head to be cut ofi; and 
his (>ody to be buried beyond the walls of Je* 
rusalem. 

We afterwards inspected the gates of the 
town ; that by which we entered, called the 
Jafia gate> s) partly in ruins^ It is butit of 
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free Stone, and occupies the site of the an- 
cient temple of David, where the Turks have 
^erected a kind of castle. We next visited 
the castellated walls, which are of no great 
thickness, and but little calculated to resist 
the efforts of modern warfare. We afterwards 
made an excursion to Mount Sion, and in- 
spected several very curious antique tombs 
w;th Greek aqd Hebrew inscriptions; these 
;are situated on the side of the mountain, 
where ijt slopes off to the valley of Jehosa- 
phat. From this place we proceeded to what 
is supposed to be the tomb of the Virgin 
Mary : it is in a plain near the Mount of 
Olives, but thpre is nothii^ to be seen except 
an eiccavation in the earth covered wit(i two 
wooden planks, with no ornament round it. 
The valley of Jehosaphat lay before us, and 
we crossed the bridge over the Kedron, which 
at this season W9s a scanty stream, but is pften 
s\y^lled to a torrent by the collected waters 
of the neighbouring mount^ns^ After view- 
ing what are called the remains of the sepul- 
chres of Jehosaphat, Absalom, and Zacharias, 
we returned to the convent. 

As the plague still raged with violence a|t 
P6t|il^hem, it was impossible to yisit thi^t 
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town } we were th^reJfbre obliged t6' Satisfy 
ourselves with a glim|)se of it from a distance* 
It was also oiir wish to KaVe visited the Lake 
Asphaltes, of the Dead Sea, but the bands 
of Bedouin Arabs that infest the neighbout- 
hood render the journey Very dangerous. We 
applied to the Bey of Jerusalem, who had thfe 
conscience to ask us two thousand piastfeii 
fbt an escort; even which sum, we ^erc in* 
fbtmed, would not be sufficient to insure u^ ii 
safe journey I or to stimulate the Turjcs tomtiy 
thirtg like expedition : we consequently ga/vfe 
up the plan, iind deterixiined, after iaking a 
more minute survey of Jerusalem, to return 
to Jafik. What tended to lessen our regfet 
^t not beholding objects so interesting to the 
traveller, arid obliged us to adopt the latter 
decision, Was the intelligence that the plague 
wa^ again gaining ground, that a christian 
thild had actually died of the infection that 
•mdrning, arid that sevi^l houses were stiH 
undfer its influence. ' 

Historiaris have determined with great 
^probability, that modern Jcrusileni occu-r 
pies only a part of the site of the ancierit 
city. The mount to the south of the tnodem 
tity t» tnarked with the remains of several 
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exioDsive edifices j it is therefore most likely 
that this mount is the Sion of the ancieiits^ 
and was inclined in the Jerusalem described 
by Josephus. We found several portions of 
the town uninhabited and in ruins. Most of 
thd streets are narrow, the houses low and 
ioiserable, and the path obstructed with filthy 
The main street, however, is an exception to 
thi^ as many of the houses are lofty itnd well 
built« The peculiarity of their construction ig 
that they are entered by a wooden staircase; 
which projects in front, and the lower stories 
having no windows give the street a singulai' 
ind gloomy appearance* From this want of a 
free circulation of air, added to a general de-> 
ficiency in cleanliness, it is not to be won- 
dered that this, as well as the other towns we 
passed through, should be periodically visited 
by one of the greatest calamities that can 
afflict humanity. 

In our way we entered the bazar, wbich 
was very thinly attended ; few of tlie shops 
were open, and little or nothing exposed for 
sale. Supposing from some questions that 
we were desirous of making purchases, we 
were visited on the following morning at 
0ur convent by several Jews and Arabs, wh6 

T 4 
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offered us a variety of shells and mother-of- 
pearl crosses for s^le, some of which were of 
tolerable workmanship. As we had inquired 
whether they had any antiques in their pos*- 
' session, they returned with a collection of old 
teals and every other vertu that had the ap« 
pearance of being ancient. An Arab very 
gravely presented us with a seal tliat had be- 
longed to one of the late French Consuls, and 
itiough it had the arms of France and the 
words <^ Consulat Franfois*' engraved upon 
it, we could not persuade him but that it 
was a valuable antique — a convenient error^ 
in which his ignorance of th§ inscriptioi^ 
served to conQrm him. 

The number of the inhabitants is now re^ 
duc^d to about s\x thousapd. The Christians 
suffer much from the avarice and prpelty of 
the present Bey, who exacts from them, par-; 
ticularly from the convents, the most exor- 
bitant contribution^ ; and though, from their 
poverty, they are unable to answer his de^ 
mands, yet nothing induces him td mitigate 
the severity of his exactions. I aim informe4 
that, very lately, he. obliged one of the coi|f 
vents to pay in the short space of four dayj^ 
§ix thousand piastres j the interpret<?r of \^^ 
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convent went and. remonstrated with him on 
the impossibility of raising that sum in so 
short a time, but he remained inflexible. On 
the fourth day they brought him a purse of 

^ibur thousand piastres ; he haughtily asked 
them if it was heavy? or, in other words, if 

..it jcontained the whole sUm he expected, or 
otherwise be would not accept it; and on 
learning from the interpreter that the sum 
imposed could not be obtained at that short 
notice, he threw down the purse with indig« 
nation, and immediately ordered the oldest 
monk to be imprisoned till the full amount 
should be paid : at the same time he gave the 
ponvent to understand, that if the sum was 
not piade iip in a few days, the monk should 
Tec^ive the punishment of the bastinado every 
twentyrfoqr hours. This savage threat induc- 
f^ the ^ convent to make every sacrifice, to 
obtain the freedom of their old companion ; 
by an effort the sum was raised, and their in** 
terpreter sent with it, when to his astonish- 
inent the Bey received him coldly, and asked 
|um how it happened that he was enablied to 
bring the mpney now, and not at the time 
appointed. To punish the convent; for what 
1^ was p)eas^ to call their want of attention* 
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he reused to deliver up his priMner titl two 
thausand piastres were paid, in addition id 
the sum at first demanded : and the convent 
only succeeded in relieving their companion^ 
by paying the encMrmous sum of eight thou« 
sand piastres into tl>e hands of the Bey. We 
met him the very day we left Jerusalem^ at* 
tended by an escoit of about twenty officers 
and soldiers, who were all on foot and well 
armed. As he is not more liked by the Turks 
than by ^e Christians, he never goes out 
without a numerous escort, and seldom ven* 
tures beyond the gates of the town, for fear 
some cf the emissaries of the Grand Turk^ 
sboukl be in waiting to carry him off. He 
appeared to be rather a good-looking man'> 
about forty years of age : be wore a blue 
velvet dress richly embroidered, and had a 
dagger at his sidci studded with diamondfir 
and other precious stones ; but the costume 
of his escort was by no means in unison with 
tiiat worn by their chief: like Falstaff^s sol- 
diers, they were in truth a motley groups 
He stopped, and gave us an invitation to 
come and see him ; but M our departure wHs 
fixed, and every thing arranged accordingiyt 
.we were forced to decline this honour* 
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Th* clitttUte of Jerttsaletn is regarded hy 
the inhabitants as Unhealthy ; the heat during 
the summer months is intense, and hardly a 
breeze to be felt, owing to its inland situa*' 
tion and the high mountains by which it is 
Enclosed. The country is besides subject to 
long droughts, the sky is for months without 
A cloud, and thunder storms are almost un* 
known. The place is generally visited oncd 
a year by the plague, and many malignant 
fevers are prevalent in the autumnal season. 
We saw but few insects, and hardly any mus* 
quitos or grasshoppers. The immediate neigh* 
bourhood of the town is very barren, so that 
this place almost entirely depends on the 
neighbouring villages for its supplies ; but 
the vallies that lie at about two or three miles 
from Jerusalem are very fertile, and produce 
abundant crops of tobacco, wheat, barley^ 
Indian corn, figs, olives, melons, cucumbers 
and pumpkins ; the vine also seemed in a 
very thriving state, and its produce can boast 
a very rich flavour, not unlike that of thb 
muscatelle. 

After satisfying our cMriosity, by visiting 
nuch other parts of the town as were pointed 
Out to 9ur notibe^ and making presents tath« 
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interpreter and jltnissf^ries of the convent, we 
took our leiive. It was with no common feeU. 
ings that we quitted this sacred city, the 
$cene of so many wonders ; a spot Endeared 
to the heart of Christians by such high and 
holy associations, and to the iBiiid of the. 
philosopher, as being the cradle of a new re? 
ligton, which has had so beneficial an influ- 
ence on the habits, tbe opinions, fiqd the feel? 
ings of mankind. 

Our journey lay towards Rama, which 
place we reached in safety, though encoun?* 
tered by several parties of Bedouin Arabs. 
On repassing the territory of the Prince of 
the Mountain, our guide informed us that he; 
^uist go into the village, to pay the usual 
tribute exacted from all travellers ; he re- 
quested us to ride on, saying be would short'* 
ly join us, but to our surprise he was gone 
P}ore than an hour. We remained waiting fpr 
him about two miles from the village, but 
growing impatient, we dispatched our Greek 
iQ^eairn what detained him there so long. 
Several Arabs, seeing Mr. Maxwell and my-? 
self alone, began to . insult us ; one of them 
tried to snatjch my cane, but, aware of their 
pDfgose, I turned short aqd be "^asi di^^ 
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appointed. They used a thousand threat- 
<SDing gestures, and spit at us> exclaiming 
* marrah! marrahP. and vociferating many 
other abusive expressions. As we were witii- 
out arms, and the Arabs were six in number, 
besides several others that were still in sigb^ 
we thought it prudent to ride on gently, 
and wait the event with coolness. We saw 
them standing in a circle, and casting fre* 
quent glances towards us, so that we fully 
expected it was their intention to attack and 
rob us.- At this moment our Greek appeared 
at' full gallop, and being dressed in the Turk" 
ish uniform and armed, they were frightened 
at his appearance, and saluting him as he 
piassed with * salem aUkamy went quietly 
dbout their business. Shortly after our guide 
ifaade his appearance, and pretended he 
had been- detained by the chief of the vil- 
lage ; but our Greek informed us that he 
found him seated with the most perfect ease 
enjoying his dinner. 

The misconduct of our guide proved a 
serious inconvenience to lis in more -thaii 
one way, for the delay obliged us to pass the. 
greatest part of the bad road amibiig the 
niountains after night had set in, which neces^ 
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mn\f ejfposed tis to many accidents, and il 

•iVBf very }ate before we reached tbe convent 

o£ Rama* During ouf jpurney we wer^ at 

mnA coMtantly in ^igbt of the w$^t^«fires of 

tbe Arabs ; the whole honson appe»re4 m a 

iame, and tbe heights on both sides were 

covered with different parties of n^taraudeiiiy 

wIk) were constantly calKt^ to each ot&eBt 

-There was something iocofic^vably wild im 

ibis night^s scene in tbe ISmt, ^nd to a mind 

like Chateaubriand's H would have suppiiod 

abundant iaiagery» and possessed ft thousand 

-charms. As for ourselves, to acknowledge 

.the truth, we were so extremely unpbetitii^ 

iU to imagine that these yells only added tp 

the lK)rror' of the night* This conviction 

became still more foscible, when our guid^ 

^requested us not to speak a word, but tp 

aide slowly on, as we w^re close to a party 

^f the enemies we dreaded ; however, wis 

iiad the good fortune to pass unobserved. 

We rested a day at the copvent of Ram^r 
iook tlie precaution to change our guide, .and 
the following mornii^ returned to this town^ 
On our near approach to the gate, we per^ 
rceived the Bey seated on a mat^ attended bf 
a numerous suite. Our guide was particii-* 
larly anxious that we should dismount, and 
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fendi odr Worses by the bridle, till we had p«^ 
sed him tmd his retinue: but he <:ould mt 
eonyinee ti8 of the propriety of such an ^r« 
fmk^mmt$ md ^e parsed him on iiorsebacHi 
it the sanfte tiaoe greeting him 9s we drew 
i^iMi% hy pladng our right fajinds on our 
bife$rt9, which he» ^^ ^^H ^s i^ officers neM 
bjio, neturned with aB due civility. We ve^ 
paired to the bouse of Mr. Damiano, a^nd 
4e3p^tched our g^ide to the convent, to in* 
^fn the superior that we h^ fix^d our de« 
piiture for 1^ following day, when we in* 
tended to sail for St. Jean d*Acre, and there* 
fore requested him to send us our account* 
The superior did us the honour to come him- 
self, and brought us the estimate of the ex- 
penses of our trip to Jerusalem, for Mr. 
Maxwell, myself, and the Greek servant, 
which in all amounted to 187 piastres 13 pa- 
ras.* In addition to this, we paid two sequins 

* The foUawing is a copy of the account abore 
« alluded to: 

Piattrei, Fara^ 

For expenses at the convents, and for nniles 

from Rama to Jerusalem, and back .... 137 IS 
For the different guides, &c < . 50 

Piastres 187 13 



The piastre values about two shillings £nglish. 



288 DEPAKTURB FROM THE CONVSNT. 

for the interpreter, and for accommodations^ 
lit the convent of Jaffii ; and, what will ap* 
pear extraordinary to those accustomed to 
the spirit of rapacity and discontent prevalent 
in more polished nations, they all appeared 
]>erfectly satisfied. The superior took our se-. 
quins at thirteen piastres each. It would be. 
injustice to this good father, to take our 
leave of him without expressing how much 
we felt gratified at his conduct; and was 
cannot do the traveller in the Levant a mow. 
essential piece of service, than by warmly 
Recommending him to his notice. 
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LETTER XXII. 

Departure for St. Jean d^ Acns.'^Residenae 
"with the English Consul. — Description of the 
Town. — Climate. — Saide. — French ConsuL 
-^Fete of St. Louis. — Inhabitants. — Z)e- 
scription of the Place. — Christian Physician^ 
^ThePort. 

Saide, Sept. 1814. 

After taking leave of Mr. Damiano, his 
son, and several of his relations, we embarked 
ia a species of open vessel, called a yemma^ 
which was crowded with Turkish and Arabian 
passengers. The boat was of about sevea 
tons ; she had no cabin and carried only one 
large sail: we paid for our passage forty piastres 
of the country, about five pounds sterling* 
Although the breeze was fair and moderate, 
the sea was so rough, and the current to the 
south so strong, that our vessel laboured 
very hard, and' the greater part iof the pas- 
sengers were in that condition to which those 
in general are reduced, who are unac-- 
customed io the sea* This circumstance, in 

VOL. I. u 
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consequence of the great crowds was by no 
means agreeable. We never lost sight of 
the Syrian shore, and at eight o'clock the 
same evening arrived in the port of Acre*- 
We had been thirteen hours at sea» the hff/t 
three of which had delighted us. with a view 
of the sacred heights and vaiying appearances 
of Mount Carmel. 

On arriving we were informed that no 
passengers were permitted to go on shore, 
without the permission of the Pacha. Mr. 
Malagamba, a gentleman who is a native 
bf Geneva, and acts as English consul, itmne- 
diately obtained permission for oar landing ; 
but most of the other passengers were obl^^d 
to sleep on board the boat. Wc went to the 
residence of the Consul, and experienced th« 
most hospitable welcome. The bouse, of 
which he inhabits a part, is one of the best 
in the place; it is a large building, three 
stories high, with spacious balccmies which 
look into a large and airy court yard« 
This building is of sufficient extent to 
accommodate ten families besides that o£ 
Monsieur Pillavert, the French Consuls 
it belofigs to the Pacha. We visited ; thfe 
French Consul, who is a native of Keardy^ 






FifBNCH, ATHfD AfJStftlAN €ON9ULS. ^91 

mA both he and his secretary appeared to be 
men of education. We also visited the Aus- 
trian constil, who id an amiable man; but 
w^ were sorry to find him overwhelmed with 
dotnestic stf ictioni having just lost a beloved 
wife. We had a letter of refcommeridation to 
him, and were received very cordially. The 
mention of his native country, through which 
I had so lately passed, seemed for a time at 
leaM to rouse his drooping spirits^ ; he spoked 
a 'segar with me and entered freely into con- 
vdrsation, as if anxious to forget his sorrow. 
- Acre is the handsomest town I have seen 
in this part of the world: the houses are 
^most all built of stone ^ most of them' two 
ijitories high, with regular windows and flat 
if'dofs, but without chimnies. The streets ar^ 
broad, but like most of the towns of Syria 
are unpaved : the bazar is extensive and well 
pfoVided with all kind of vegetables ; besides 
which, there ii a spacious n^arket for com, 
ibwls and cattle. We saw many extensive 
biiildings of ancient architecture, several 
mosques and churcb^s, together with a sy« 
nagogue. The housle of the Facba, whi6h is 
situated near the seia, is the old palace of 
. the Grand Master of St. John of Jerusalem j 
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it is an extensive building, but by no meMK» 
elegant: there is also a fine stone bridge^ 
which serves as a communication with the 
Pacha's palace. The harbour is spacious, 
but a ledge of rocks renders the entrance* 
rather dangerous ; yet it is esteemed one of 
the. best ports in Palestine, and is frequented 
by ships of considerable burden. The walls 
of the to\vn are constructed in the castellated 
style, and it must have been formerly very well 
protected, but its fortifications, like all others 
in Syria, are rapidly hastening to decay. Ill 
1759, this place suffered much by 4n earth- 
quake, and considerable traces of its de-- 
structive ravages are still visible. The trade, 
of the town consists chiefly of corn, lin- 
seed, and olives, of which abundance are 
produced^ its immediate vicinity being very 
fertile. Mons. Fillavert, who is a good sports* 
man, tells us there is abundance of game in 
this neighbourhood. The climate is tolera- 
bly healthy, but the heat very intense. This 
may seem extraordinary in a town situated 
on the sea side i but there are many days 
when it is not refreshed by a breeze, and 
the reflection of the sun from the glassy 
surface of a waveless sea is insupport* 
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able. There is no house in this town for 
the accommodation of travellers, and as thi^ 
convent is in miserable order, and can boast 
of nothing to invite the stranger, the only 
alternative for him is to apply to his Consul. 
The Pacha is friendly towards travellers, and 
allows himself to be entirely guided by his 
prime minister, who is a Jew and much liked 
by the inhabitants. 

We engaged our passage for Saide in the 
same boat that brought us from Jafia. We 
embarked at day break and sailed with a 
fair breeze, but had not been long at sea 
before the wind began to freshen and the 
boat tossed violently. She was deeply laden. 
We were frequently in danger of falling 
overboard from the roughness of the sea, 
and the pitching of the vessel, particularly 
as we were obliged to lie upon the sacks of 
corn with which she was filled. We were 
never out of sight of land, during the whole 
passage ; but though we had a favourable wind, 
it was late in the evening when we anchored^ 
Learning that there was no convent in the 
place, nor any European agent, except a 
French Vice-Consul, we sent to him, re-^ 
qii^tiag permission to come on shore. Moos. 
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Tailboulti for such was \k^ pamf^^ qot only 
used his iminediate in^u^pcp to obtain tlin^ 
favor for u^, but kindly offered us a part of 
his hoqse. It is a very large bifildjng, with 
a fine terrace, which comms^nds a beautifi^^ 
and e:2(tepsiye vj^^ p/ the sea ; tbi; h<^P 
yf^s formerly a qony^t;. pn the terrace wero 
plantecl thrc^e cannons, whiph the day af^fl" 
our arrival were employed in firing ajfei* dpjoie* 
We fouii4 tha^ (he f^te of St I^ouis wa^ the 
pcpasioQ of it} and assisted ^t a grand, n^^^ 
which was pe]:formed in honour of this canon 
^ized wortfhy of the hpuqe of Valois. .^fter 
n^ass a salq^ of (e^ guns was fired in honpur 
of the reigning spyereigiji. Many of th^ 
Christian i^nh^bitants^ both ladies and g^ntl^* 
iueiK» th^ formipr dressed )ike the Indies in 
JeniM^^i^^ ^^4 th^ latter in tfaie Levantine 
dres^ GSiVf^p t^ po^^^tplate the Consul on 
this festi,ve pcc^iop. A variety of y^/rcj^^-. 
sx^^t% wiQre s^t out for' t^^&e visitants, pf 
which th?y P?^rt99ik ^ipd tl^en retired. Sioj^n;^ 
sppjce s^ Vttle Italian ^nd |'c?iftcb, fept tkfiT ' 
vrq^e poj; ve«X tajj^ljiy^ Eftv ^f the l^^l^si 
^er^ ba^soffli^ and rf^Q shpw.ed aify tf^ 
ip theff df e^. 1% gf^er^ity Md ^e Waflk. 
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irodi vbic^ varioui jueces of gold coin 
weire ftuspend^di and as a farther personal 
attraction tb^y had their nails died blue. 
The Consul lives on very good terms with 
the Bey : a sufficient proof of this is the 
privil^e of hliving cannon planted before hiil 
midencei and permission to fire them; an 
honour very rarely granted to Christians in 
this country. 

Saide h a small town^ badly built. The 
hqifins me low, itiostly built of stone, and| 
Bd nsuali with flat robfd and no chimney i 
wc! ^w fbw that wete more than two stories 
lufpEt; Thd streets are narrow, unpavedi 
attd^ in poibt of cleanliness, not at all supe^ 
rior to the other towns we had visited. We 
aofW v^ry few good- buildings ; some of the 
siiperior order have the convenience of a 
fountain ef frish water in the centre of the 
oourl-yard, and are surrounded by a kind of 
veiBXkdkf where the inhabitants spread mats 
imi wo^oy the lun^ry 6f coolness and repose^ 
We visited a Christian physician, whose, house 
if buite i!ir tbii» way c amon^ his patients hein- 
i^lodeil iw^nni TArlnsli fdmilies . In prescrib* 
k^to thne haug^ jRiKowers ofaMah^fnet^ 
fa» haa iiot imtk tb fe^, hk physic Ibeiiig]^ 
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fectly innocent $ and if he does not often 
cure, at least he is not likely to kill hi^ 
patients, his whole pharmacopceia consisting 
of herbs and salves. 

The town is defended by a casUe, which, 
however, is not very strong. The palace of 
the Bey is extensive, and occupies a fine 
situation near the sea. The port is now very 
bad, and from its exposed situation by no 
means secure ; large vessels are obliged to 
anchor a quarter of a mile from shore, near a 
ledge of rocks, which forms the bar, and only 
small vessels can approach the wharf. A lit* 
tie attention on the part of the Turks might 
have rendered the port navigable to laiger 
vessels, but they are such enemies to im- 
provement that no attention is paid to the 
interests of commerce. The only article 
this town exports to Europe is cotton, and 
this trade is far from being considerable : in 
fact, very little remains to remind the ixa- 
veller of the riches and splendour of ancient 
Sidon. 

It was our intimtion to have visited the ce- 
lebrated ruins of Palmyra, but unfortunately 
we were disappointed in this as in many otbei: 
objects of our research. The alarming ac« 
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counts we received here of the prevalence of 
the plague in the various countries through 
which we should have been necessitated to 
pass, deterred us from prosecuting our in- 
tended plan of penetrating farther to the 
East; we were therefore obliged to turn pur 
thoughts again towards Europe. 



( «9« ) 



LETTER XXril. 

ArrivalatLjRirscj.—Lady I^stheb. STJNHon, 
— Malignant F&ver. — JSngUsh Consul. — 
Climate. — Inhabitants. — Greek Wedding. 

Lameca, September 1814. 

Mr. Taitboult, the French Vice-Consul, 
having informed us that a brig under Russian 
colours was shortly to sail for Cyprus, we 
thought it best to negociate for a passage^ 
and succeeded in obtaining it, although at the 
enormous sum of three hundred piastres, bet- 
ter than thirty pounds English. The cap- 
tain was a Greek, from Corfu, and the 
greater part of the crew were of the same na- 
tion. The day before our departure the French 
Consul introduced us to a Christian in the 
Levantine costume, who during the late war 
acted as interpreter to Sir Sidney Smith, 
and is now major-domo to Lady Esther Stan- 
hope, who for several years past has beei\tra- 
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y^Uipg in the Levant. He informed us that 
^e was in a convent near the Druse moun- 
t4iQs« where she had been confined by indi£« 
position, from which, however, she was fast 
rf^Qvering. When this lady visited Saide sh0 
wore a Turkish dress, and rode an Arabian 
charger, to the astonishment and admiration 
f)f the TurkSf who hold h^r in the highest 
^^titnation, and we heard in many places that 
^he was actually imagined to be an English 
]Princess« 

yf^ took our leave of Mr. Taitboult, from 
vrtipo;^ we experienced every civility during 
qur r^idence in Saide, embarked on boar4 
the brig, and sailed with a fair breeze. We 
IH>QQ found that our vessel was very old and 
k)«ky» and at the same time a very dull 
sajjier. Though the distance from Saide to 
i-ameca k only from eighty to ninety English 
miles, yet, incredible to rdat^ W/ewere no 
le^ths^i^ six days at sea, being driven about 
by contrary winds, and having a strong cuir* 
Yent agaiujst us.. On the sixth day we drep^ 
ped auchoi; in this harbour, which is esteemed 
by no means secure, it leayiiDg vessaels chach 
^^posed to the heavy gales^ which at padaoc^ 
bir seaaom sek in regiikdy at a ceotajiii timq of 
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the day. It is now about a fortnight since we 
anchored in this port, during which time only 
three days have been exempted from the vio* 
lent gales. On more than one occasion we 
have seen vessels drifting from their moor« 
ings, and running foul of other ships, but w^ 
heard of no serious accident. 

On our arrival we sent our Greek on shore 
with a letter of recommendation to Mr. A. 
Vondiziano, who is a native of Cyprus and 
acts as English Consul. He returned very 
shortly with the information that the island 
was extremely unhealthy, and that a malig- 
nant fever was raging there with such violence 
that hardly a house was exempted from its 
destructive influence. ' We heard with sorrow 
that the Consul, together with his wife, four 
of his children, and several servants, lay in* 
fected with the malady. He advised us to 
consult our own safety, and to quit the 
island as soon as we could find an opportu* 
nity. We were informed that a brig under 
English colours from St. Maura, loaded with 
cotton, was to sail in a few days for Malta. 
We made an agreement with the captain for 
eighty Spanish piastres (about twenty pounds), 
stipulating that, he should put us on shore at 
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the island of Cerigo, and that we should be 
pennitted to live on board his brig during 
our stay here, in order to avoid sleeping on 
diore and exposing ourselves to the infec- 
tion. We were assured that many ships 
in the harbour had the fever on board, and 
that several sailors had fallen victims to iU 
We were. also sorry to hear that many Euro- 
pean vessels were prevented from sailing, tlie 
greater part of th^ crews being sick or dis- 
abled. 

We shifted our quarters from the Russian 
brig to one iiamed the Mahomed, Captain 
Spiro Patrizio, where the accommodations 
were considerably better. The following day 
nee were invited to dine with the English 
Consul ; we rowed on shore and found his 
cabriolet waiting for u^. This species of 
vehicle is much used by the inhabitants ; it is 
drawn by one horse, and has an awning oyer 
it to keep off the scorching beams of the sun : 
the driver is seated at the feet of the passen- 
gers^ so as not to incommode them. The 
Consul received us very politely ; he lives at 
about an English mile from the Dogana^ or 
Custom-liouse, in which quarter all the Con- 
sujs and most of the respectable inhabitatits 
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reside. His house is large, aiiJ thoogh bat 
oQe story high has abundant accoiAinodv* 
tion. He reserves the front part for the use 
of such travellers as are recommended to hiii', 
and it is not difficult to see that he shows a 
marked attention to those of the English na^ 
tion. He is well educated, and speaks French, 
Italian, and modern Greek with almost equal 
fluency. Though most of the Consul's fc 
mily were invalids, we escaped all contag^cm 
by proper precaution and by smoking to^ 
bacco.* . 

We were also well received by Mr. Howell 
an English merchant, who has married a lady 
of the island, and lives near the Dogana. 

We paid a visit to the French Consul, an 
engineer officer, who was appointed to this 
office at the time Buonaparte landed- in 
Egypt ; he is a well informed man, but appear- 
ed to be of a melancholy diiiposition. We 
could not help noticing the immense did 
inilitary cocked hat which be wore even^ In 



* M. Vandtziano showed us the rooms occupied hj 
Colonel Rook, who died at Ba&, a port in this island* 
It niay be well for his rdiatives to know that he had left a 
inMetj of trunks, te. in his apartments* 
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the house, and which had a singular appear* 
ance contrasted with the other part of his dress. 
He fives on very good terms with the Bev, 
and had influence enough to prevail upon him 
during the \yar to interdict the exportation of 
com to Malta« There is but little on the 
island of Cyprus to make the traveller regret 
his not touching at if, although there are « 
great ipany antiquities around Larneca, yet the 
jealoua Turks will not permit any person to 
2Bake researches. Besides the climate is very 
dangerous, and the passage to Europe very 
long And tedious^ in consequence of the strong 
eurrents and the westerly winds, which set in 
fcom May to November, followed by very 
sudden easterly gales, which are always hois* 
terous. It would be much more advisable 
for the travel 1^ to keep a direct course for 
Burope ; but should chance bidng him to thia 
island, be bad better not embark before No^ 
vembeF, but take up his residence either at 
the English consul's or at the house of Mn 
Howel's mother4n4aw, who speaks a little 
Italian* The latter house is spacious and 
wett built. It is kept on the plan of a boarding 
house ; cleanliness is tolerably well attended 
to ; the general accommodations are good, 
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and the hostess seems solicitous to contribute 
to the comfort of all who are her inmates. 

Lameca, or Larnec, is the most healthy port 
of the island. BafTa, Famagusta, and Nicosia,- 
are highly dangerous to the European, who is 
very likely to find his grave there, if he visitsr 
these places during the sickly season, which 
is from June to October. The view of the 
town from the bay is very picturesque: it 
spreads out in the form of a crescent, and haa 
a great variety of beautiful scenery in the 
neighbourhood. The houses are built clt)Se 
to the wharf, which is a^ central situation of 
much bustle and business. Here are two 
cofiee-houses, a billiard-room, and a variety 
of shops mostly kept by Europeans, who are 
all dressed in the European manner, as is the 
ease with most of the Christian natives of the 
islands. It recalled pleasing associations to us 
to see hats again, instead of the turban, to 
which we had so long been accustomed. The 
female part of the inhabitants generally adopt 
the Grecian costume; they wear their fine 
long black hair according to the fashion al- 
ready described, and are habited in long 
dresses of yellow or green silk, trimmed with 
gold or silver lace j the old women wear short 
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Sleeves with a profusion of ruffles ; . but the 
young o^es cover- their arms and do not 
use these ornaments: they wear white 
muslin or silk petticoats, and red or yellow 
shoes. Yellow half boots appear to be a 
kind of distingui^ing mark between the 
higher and lower classes. The women of 
this island, once consecrated to love and 
celebrated for beauty, are generally tall and 
well shaped, but of a pale complexion ; 
they are conspicuous for their fine blue eyes 
and well turned hands and arms, and are 
giWeful in their persons, though the stoop 
tbey have in walking takes from the elegance 
of their carriage. They wear less covering 
on their bosoms than a European eye could 
Ibconcile with decency* They marry very 
young, and it is remarked that after this a 
lew years are sufficient to blight their beauty; 
they then begin prematurely to look old, and 
grow carelws of their persons. 

, A few day^ ag6 .we were present' at a 
wedding of the servant of the English Consul^ 
a native of Lameca, with a pretty looking 
girl of the same pUde. Thefe was some dis- 
parity of years between them, as the bride- 
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groom was about forty and the bride ovif 
e^^hteen. We had no sooner entered the 
room, than we were, presented with a kifps 
wax taper, with which meet of the gnests, 
who •sat on benches round the room, weve 
provided. Coffee and wine were handed 
round i and shortly after our arrival the cere^^ 
mrony began. Two Papas (the name ^veni^o 
regular Greek priests) with burning tapers 
proceeded round the room, and lighted those 
given to the most distingaished guests : we 
observed that many of them blew theirs 4Ji^ 
again and took it home with them. The 
bride was dressed in a gceen sttk solas 
trimmed with silver lace ; the covering on 
her bosom left but little for the imagtnaltieii 
to indulge upon, and was ornamented with i 
large nos^ay ; a long white veil concealed 
her face, but her taper hand and arm Te- 
mained uncovered. Thebridegroom mm very 
plainly dressed, and from the huge nosegagr 
which he wote in his breast, appeared to 
be as great an achnirer of flowers as his 
bride. After a form ^f prayer 4^e rings were 
^exchanged, and the bridegroom kissed the 
cheek of his bride, who wept durii^ 4Sie 
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Si^n^ng ih^ rings, il,h« pai»n1» ^^^(1 ?*WWf 
f)f thp Bi«ri0^ povip)^ t^fiftV m^ msM 
plwqs at ilih*ni, flod |Wr<rit ^^ip^ ;^ilv(er «o^ 
iKt the tppi«pt8. Tij^s? ii|3»«/rMi4 99Qj4#F«!9 
fMiemed to t})^nk it 94^ insHlt to ^ pc)^ i9 
iMs way^ l»ut <cipo% ^epHted $(9009 of ,t)^ 
attendants to collect the pieces of mxmer» 
and put them in a plate, which was held for 
that purpose. Pipes and coffee were then 
brought, and the guests sat down to a supper 
prepared on the occasion. 

The language of the country is the Romaic^ 
or modern Greek ; it may be necessary to 
observe that the parent tongue is scarcely 
understood. The inhabitants are generally 
poor, and even the better classes are so selfish 
in their dispositions, that scarce a single trace 
remains of the boasted hospitality of their 
ancestors. Some days since, a vessel touched 
here for provisions on her way to Jafia ; she 
was under Spanish colours, and was filled with 
pilgrims for Jerusalem, to which place she 
was carrying forty thousand Spanish piastres 
(about ten thousand pounds sterling), fifty 
boxes of Havannah sugar, ten thousand pounds 

x3 
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of coike, and several cases of cordialsy as 
presents from the court of S|>ain to the 
principal convent there, which is in a great 
measure supported by that government ; and 
it may be a matter of doubtt whetlier these 
presents will prove most gratifying to the 
monks of the convent or the Bey of Je- 
rusalem. 
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Descriptian qf JLARNscA.^MALAnu^^^Gene- 
. ral Bematks. — Departure.^Caastqf Cara^ 
MJNij.^^Conduct qf the Crew. — - RnojosBm 
^-^IhhaMtants. — - General Featurei qf Ae 
Island. — Buildings qf the Totm^^-^Knights 
of Malta. -*- Ornate. — Indolence qf the 
Turks. — Convent. — Hints to Travellers. 

Rhodes^ Optpl^ 1814.^ 

The town of LArneca is yerj irreguliurly 
bttUty and chiefly consists of wretpjied houses 
one story high. Therp are^ hpwever^ some 
very large buildings ynXh spiiC}0U9 (H^ur^yards 
and fine gardens ; as toj: e^an^ple, jthe Rouses 
of t|i# l^nglisbj Frefichf and Prussian Consuls, 
and those of some epoinent m^cjbants. The 
)Street| ^e narrow, dirty, and not paved. A 
ccrnsidei^ibl^ port of the town is surrounded 
;fvith stagnant water, waste land, and salt 
9iarsh, which during the Icmg contiouance 
of the dry seasoq, which liuptv fmm May 
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till October, renders the air very insalii- 
brious. The inhabitants have an idea that 
this unwholesomeness of the air arises from 
another cause. Hiey |iretend tbat these pieces 
of stagnant water are rendered putrid by the 
teditoi>f immeiiBe quaHtitieffof locudts^ \riiidi 
«r« deltrttyed by tUe mttose* lieM tad the 
maiA df verdure. 

A great 4«iantity of salt wait foxiiie^ly made 
fti ^ ishind^ but at present the pits 'are 
^Uitb tiii§te6ted 4)y the Turks, abd the 
quarriity that is yearly liiade is yery j&ton- 
siderable. The soil is not naturally sterile, 
and if fJi^6t)'6riy Ifti^naged would abundantly 
ifepay i}v6 \ab6utii of the dultivator ; but in- 
"dtisttjr IS bbt aftiorig tlid virtues of the inhtf- 
hMhtSi ^hd little t)t' rf6 attention iS psrid to thfe 
si^eiiHilte tif the J^Mrid. 
' The ^ehch C^ftstii fcas a Iwge ebUrftry* 
«K6Ui{e tbd b !!b€l g^tdeh^ fivd lAtlidi fr6iil iLdk*. 
tifeba, liiat a sm«lltt)Wti dkfltid Chilis fbtta^Ay 
tStniM, Whiidh {§ pleas^tly situated at h 
hhdh di^t&iK^e lO'otfa the tea, imd thbUghliUt 
sMali^ prtfdtldeij &btindiitic6 of bmknge and 
imdti mUs^ l^iipetr, appU^ aUd otfae^ fruits 
Mild TligiUb}^ 'wmh 18 » soffideqt proof 
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pf tbie gpodoesa of th6 soil. Cotton of a very 
safimor qui^ity ift also cultivated in thia nei^i*^ 
bowhood. We vi&ited the country-house of 
tb« NjSiyiQlitaii Cop»uU whick is but a shoct 
^i^qce from that of the FreBch consul, and 
y^ Sk gfirden well stocked with abundance, of 
1^4^ and v^gttajblesi 

The pdncipal br9i9iches! of tcade on this 
island ace eolitDn and cotton^seed, wine^ 
IWHey» .turpi^ti»e, salt, and corn. The latter 
Miicle.i^ prc^ibijted from being! exported in 
«ny: hut Turkish vessels } this pffohibition 
Uk- hftweveu <!0Q9tontly evaded, and greai 
q^atities^ are eerported in a dandestino 
9^wmx^ The avMtoe of the custom-housa 
9$Seers eaiuly get^ the better of t^eir scruples ; 
l^^y h|i¥0.a« »^<M»P«(>dating habit of shutting 
j^h^ir ayefc: at. the. scmho time that they open 
^eir haAdib. ^ if the l^ttex are. well filled 
th^ fprmei/ renw?' in»tmctively Utnd* It ym 
even hinted# that the Tucks, during the 
ivWi were ^qmetiiwes i^^spured in the sain« 
vaff^ ap4 that cpnsiddrable quantities of 

^fum ww: «w<»rt^ to Usdbk, The \m» 

i^.ela AfiperifMr. qopality a^d very (JiQ«p» W^ 
popfi ttum abQut !kJir«P BWiep tbe hotUft. Tb^ 
Qf^d^ Mi^ i« V> thci market ia l«»t]a«m 
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bags, of which it always retains a certain taste^ 
not the most agreeable to the palate* Batter 
and cow's milk are» as in Egypt, very scarce. 
The breed of horses is very inconsiderable^ but 
there are great numbers of asses, oxen, goats^ 
sheep, and hogs. It was here, for the first 
time since I quitted Europe, that I saw a plough 
drawn by oxen» and in the use of it the 
Grecian peasant appeared tolerably expeft«» 

It was about the end of Septembw when 
our captain got under we^b, with the hnd 
breeze, which regularly sets in towards 
evening, but we had scarcely cleared the 
channel when it began to bk>w^ directly cosr 
trary. The captain immediately determined 
to return to port, but this we did net effect 
without difficulty, as the sea ran veiy h^b 
Mid the ship laboured hard. At length, on 
the following morning, we dropt anchor once 
again in the port <^ Larneea, where we 
were detainedthe whole day. Next morning 
we sailed a second time with a fair breeze^ 
and the day after passed Simaeosta, under 
foil canvass, and the second day Baffii, both 
ports in the. island ef Cyprus. The latter 
place has lately heexk much thinned by a 
malignant fever, and many European sailors 
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became victims to its destructive influence* 
We heard of instances, when ships have been 
Retained th^^, as in Larneca, several months 
fer want of hands to work them. We soon 
found that our captain was but half mas- 
ter of the brigy and that the mate and his two 
brothers, who were sailors on board, did what 
diey {leased. We likewise discovered that 
our gallant tars made no scruple of sleeping 
very composedly during their watch, and 
kaving the helm lashed the greater part of 
the nigikt. We could scarcely credit the cir- 
cawMbmcef when we were first informed of 
H by our Greek interpreter ; but the follow- 
ing night we had a practical proof of the 
correctness of his assertion, for we were oil 
tlie point of running foul df an English brig, 
though the moon was sfahting in full lustre* 
On hearing the nmse I hastened on deck, 
where tlie captain was vociferating and swear- 
ing in the most violent manner. I enquired 
the cause oi hfs anger^ and he aasured me 
that not ooty the whole watdh had been asleep, 
but even the steersniany a Freneluooan, ^ho 
was the carpenter of the shipy lay snoring be- 
Side the helm ; that we had narrowly escaped 
running foul of an Eftglisli brig, and that had 
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the wind been high and the n^ht dsurk, oiil^ 
tituation might have beea pidf ilbus in the ex« 
treme. 

We lay fi^e days* beoalnwd, and west 
drifted & CGOKuderable' war^ bade by the caar 
tmry eurrento. Doirii^ thsi whole of tUo ^ 
liod we were in sight of the coast of Caca*' 
inaaia, and S&r a considerable time were so 
near the shore as te be aide te aee distincly 
the renuMM of Myra, situated neaor the month 
of a river on tise northern side of the bay of 
Finiea# The appear«ice of the whole ceast 
ia indesceibably grand : the or^gy somaoits 
of tlie rocks shoot boldly up faoia the. shores 
and are frequently lost in the cliaads* As we 
lay in this situation, in moirieatary. expects^ 
tk>n of a fevourable. breezy eoe marning ve 
were not a little surprianl tor see oir sailors 
lowering the captain'k beat». aad six of them 
withr loaded guns preparii^ito gar en diorej 
tbey ^aid k was theic i&tetttten to sbsiot soene 
wildgoailsthey saw on-^hill^ not ^.np the 
beacK The captain ofqMsed .tibelpaqgaat,, as 
it nighthethe mesmiafdbkaimng as ; .butJh^ 
had not suffioienk audiorityy aftd they pes* 
sisted m gerag. To >giwe aomecolour to tiiair 
disobedience^ tiktf pratvnflcd tbat^ tlye ininu 
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lnt»tito of these (shored were all pirated and 
rotybers, and d0S€irved to be €Xtir{mted. Ac- 
tuated by them sobljiiie feeKngi^ odT justice 
aitid universal philantfefopy, they towed off. 
'After rensfainitig (m shore about two hours, 
tbcise tiiffians returned with a couple of targe 
^&t§ 0Xid a yo&ng <lii^^ which tdey bad 
W6«tnded, and brought bheding on board. 
Th^y Were rec^^^d by timt iiompaiiiaftB With 
4le tliucb joy as if they bad p>^i-forfkied the most 
)l6it>ici deed, though we did not hear a Word 
iSldre df the severe retribution with which 
they intended to vkit the plunderers of these 
shores. We infimned the cap^t^in that we were 
4eteffAined to make this pir*ticsd c^iduct 

knmm fo tiie ComuI of ilie first port we 
;t<ltldh^ at) a cMdu^ wkdch, we assured 
bitti. Wad totally iftMnipat^le with the re- 
i^ect they owed to the Skg tliey bad ihe ho^ 
nmt ^f toiling und^r. This^ mmi^A/iie bad the 
de^fed eSetA ; th^y ckvae (m deck and pro- 
mised mosft ^ithftllfy nt^et t6 oflbnd in this 
way i^aiUi pfOi^Ming^ however, that the 
eg»Mt» Werd wildi ^nd that they had wn^nged 
no oM by shooting lli€fii« 

Ou tbie 4th of 0<^ber the wind b^an to 
f#«sheb^ but siifi remiuo^ unfkvourable. 
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We therefore determined, as we were in want 
of a fresh supply of wood and water, to make 
for the island of Rhodes ; and on the 5th, at 
eleven o'clock, we dropped anchor in the bay 
opposite the town. We went on shore, and 
presented our letters of introduction to Mon- 
sieur Mag^ilon, the French Consul, an agree- 
able and well-informed man, who though 
now in his 75th year, has lately hs^d the cou- 
rage to marry the daughter of his droginan» 
who is not much above twenty. He received 
us very politely, begging a thousand times 
over that we would excuse, him for sitting; in 
our presence in a night-cap and a lai^e cocked 
hat, gravidy assuring us it was not done from 
clK>ice, for that he was unable to prooire . a 
wig either in this or aay of the ne^hbouriog 
islands; but to calm our solicitude, he told 
us he had ordered one from Malta, and that 
lie was jn daily expectation of its ariival* 
We told him it was our wish to be treated 
without cereptiony, and begged him to be per- 
fectly easy as to the personal arrangements he 
had made in the absence of his wig. It waSf 

4 

however, no easy matter to retain our gra- 
vity at his comical app«earance« We had a 
proof of his being on good terms with the 
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BeVy for it was at his request that we obtained 
leave to replenish our water-casks from the 
great fountain in the town. This permission 
was still more important at the present mo- 
ment, as the recent droughts had caused a 
scarcity of water in the islands ; nor was this 
all, for an order was given that a guard 
should be placed near the fountain to prevent 
the inhabitants approaching till we had filled 
our casks. 

The Turks in this island, as in Cyprus, are 
on a very friendly footing with the Christians, 
and the Bey appears on good terms with the 
(srrand Signior. The men are all dressed in 
the Grecian costume ; and the ladies are ha- 
bited like those already described in Cyprus, 
1>ut are neither so handsome nor so graceful 
in their persona* Modern Greek is the lan- 
guage in common use, but they all understand 
a little of the Italian. The number of Chris- 
tians is very small. There is no English 
Consul at present in the place, as the last 
who held this office died some time ago. 

The general appearance of the island is 
cheerful and pleasing, and the view from the 
harbour is bold and picturesque.. The coast 
near the town is covered with country 
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iiQuaesy wJbicb are all {vtiated vhit^^ aofl 
produce a pl^nng etkci in the midst of 
the gr4)vei of (orai^e and lemon trees that 
embellish the shore* Thou^ the island is sp 
rocky as fully to justify the title of ** the 
rugged Rhodes'^ given at by the poet Statins^ 
yet many of the vales are extremely fertfle. 
At present the island is very thinly inhabited^ 
and considerably fallen from its former im- 
portance. The harbour lies much en^sed^ 
and affi>rds but little protection to sbip^ ^r- 
ing the gales of winter, <a3»though the iaiachor*- 
age is considered m very good. It is parti- 
cularly insecure when the SciroccOf or soiUfar 
east winds set in^ whjch is ^nerajlly the case 
ib October or November^ when there is a 
very heavy sea. The iiM^rior of tbe harbour 
is secure enough^ . but there is no depth of 
water for large vessels. The entrance is very 
narrowi between two piers; on one side stands 
a massy pillar of stqney and there was for* 
merly another on the ^opposite side, but it haa 
disappeared. Here it was that the famous 
Colossus one of the seven wonders of the 
world, formedy stood^ but it was thrown 
^wn by an earthquake, and the majteciids 
sold by the Saracens to a Jew of Edessa. 
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This town was m former times strongly 
fortified, but it is jfiaw almost totally fallea 
into ruins. It is gasrriaoned by a handful .of 
Turkish soldiers, who .appear equally destitute 
of discipiline and of military knowtodge. VH^ 
visited the cartle, whU^ is in a mtserabte 
.atete of ddfeoee ; rits onLy ardm^^ce are tw^ 
lai^g^ brass caooons and laev^al satiall field- 
ipieces badly mounted. The gates of the 
<towii aie pf very anqient ^rui^ure. The 
liooses are dl built of hrkk, genially ^ 
-one^ but seldom ei^oeeding two isl^pries ia 
M6if^ ; ;die "struts are rnavrow and . tolerably 
!W0ll: paviesd. The siritnu^bs ai^ mostly i n- 
ihatttted by itheChri^tiaa^ as th^y ate not pev- 
nitted to reside within the wsdls of the town. 
We visited the street called des Chevalier^ 
irom its being formerly inhabited by the 
£n|ghts t€^ Malta ; most of the bouses ha;ire 
\the arms of their ancient possessors still re- 
imaimiig ^^ver the doors and windows. Seve^ 
ral of these buildings were in a good style of 
afobitecture, ^thou^ they are' now almoi^ all 
uninhabited and fallen to niin^ ; even those 
rthatare still habitabjie are Decnpiedby people 
of' the lowisst class, and form a sad contrast, 
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in their present filth and wretchedness, tp 
their former splendour. The hospital and 
the church of the knights, situated hi the 
same street, are still in good preservation; 
Aey are both built of free stone, in a true 
style of architecture, and ornamented over 
the doors with the arms of the order of Malta* 

The environs of the town are in a good 
state of cultivation, and the gardens weft 
stocked with orange and lemon trees, grapes 
of superior quality, and all the variety of 
fruits and vegetables common tp these coud* 
tries. The climate is t^oug^t to be healthy^ 
as they are rarely visited by the ph^ue ; but 
fevers are prevalent during the summer 
months : not, however, of such a malignant 
and contagious nature as those at Cyprus. 
The heat is very gi^eat during that season^ 
but the westerly breezes seldom fail to 
set in then and refresh the air: very 
little rain falls, and thunder storms are not 
frequent. 

The Turks of this island are not more re- 
markable for industry than the rest of their 
brethren } their whole occupation consists in 
smoking and staring at each other, never 
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opemog their lips, except to exhale the fumes 

of their pipes. Of their perseverance in this 

lethargic and stupifying act, we had a striking 

proof the other day. About nine in the 

morning, on our way to the French Consul, 

we saw two Turks seated cross-legged upon a 

straw mat on the wharf. They were dressed 

in their long loose gowns, and equipped as if 

it had been December, though the heat was 

intense. They attracted our attention, and 

we regarded themfpr near a quarter of an houif 

without Of ice hearing them utt^ a syllable. 

It was full half past eleven when we returned, 

and to our surprise they were still sitting ia 

precisely the same attitude ; their poueh of 

tobacco lay bes^e them, and they were 

smoking and looking at each other with the 

' same immoveable yet unmeaning gravity. 

The name of the present Bey is Haisan, 
who is very fi^iendly to the Christians, and con« 
sequently much liked by them. Much waa 
said of some antiquities situated at the distance 
of three miles to the west of the town, but we 
found nothing except the remains of a name** 
less fortification, and of a chapel once dedicated 
to the Virgin. There is a very good convent 
here, where travellers may be accommodated 
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during their stay in the island, and which com- 
mands a most beautiful and extensive view of 
the town and its neighbourhood, and the op- 
posite shores of Caramania. It has a very good 
church, which is at once spacious and well 
ornamented. 

The French Consul informed us that Lady 
Esther Stanhope had been shipwrecked two 
years ago near this island, and that he had 
the honour of entertaining her ladyship at 
his house. Travellers should never think of 
coming to this port to seek for a passage to 
Europe, as large vessels seldom touch at it, 
and the small boats which sail for the Gre- 
cian islands are at once unpleasant and un* 
safe. The unavoidable imposition of the 
Greeks likewise, who know that travellers are 
in their power, is another objection against 
visiting the island to those who do not choose 
to pay most exorbitantly for the mean«; of 
quitting it again. 



APPENDIX. 



GREEK INSCRIPTION FOUND AT CORFU. 



(Vide Page 146.) 




EAoEETAlAAIAinPo 
EENoNEIMENBolZKoN 
AYKoct^poNoZAQAXl 
NAIoNAYToNKAI Ekfo 
NoYZEIMENAEAYTolZ 

rAXkAlolKiAIEEKTA 
X I N KAITAAAA ATI M I 
AoXAKAITo I Z AATTolZ 
nPoZENolZKAIEYEPrE 

TAIZTANAEnPoEENI 

ANFPAtANTAEEIZXAA 

KnMAANAGEMENonEI 
kAAokHnPoBoYAolznPo 

AI KolZIlPATAPolZKA 
AnZEXEINToNAETAM I 

ANAEMENTofENoMENoV 
ANAAaMA.KoPKYPA. 
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^ Boescus, son of Lycophron, 
^ QodopflBaii/ 



• Reoeiter of the righto of hospitality. Progenia, which confer- 
red oo a stranger the priFileges of settlement. ^ 4 
t Corfu was formerly called Corcyra. 



It may be carious to observe, that there is an error in the original 
inscription: AAIIOISy ftt the end of the eighth line, should be 

AAAOIZ. 

END OP VOL* I. 
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TRANSLATION. 

* It is approved by the council, that^oescus, ' \ 

*' son of Lycophron, native of Dodona, shall be ProX" 
^ enos^^ himself and his posterity ; and that they 
^ shall have the right of acquiring propei^y in house 
^ and land, and all other honourable privileges 
' accorded to other Proxenoi and public benefac- 
^ tors ; and that they shall cause this Proxenia to 
^ be engraven on a brass plate, and shall fix it up 
^ wherever may appear- most liuiug to the chief 

< senators, advocates, and generals; and that the 

< treasurer shall receive the incurred expense.—* 
* Corcyr^.'t 
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